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ea.au B.C. 120 — *■ 



Germany, an empire holding a liigh position among the na- 
tions of the earth, occupies a large portion of central Europe ; ' 
it was in ancient limes inhahited hy several rude tribes, re- 
markable in iiiatoiy for the bravery by which they defended 
their rights againat the Eomans, the mighty conquerore of the , 
world. They are mentioned as early as 120 b.o., whan two 
of the trihes consisted of 500,000 warriors. Some years 
later they marched into Gaul, where they carried on great 
depredations, till they were almost totally destroyed by the 
Roman generals Catulus and Marius. They were again do- ' 
feated by Julius Ctesar, who crossed the Rhine, and applied 
the name of Geivumi, which signifies " man of war," to some 
of those warlike tribes. The RomMi eagles were planted on 
the shoies of the Rhino and Danube, and Roman colonies 
were planted in those countries. The illustrious Quintiliua 
Varus, at the head of three legions, marched into Germany, 
A.D, 9, but his army was cut to pieces. "When he saw that 
everything was lost, he killed himself, and his heail was sent 
to Rome by one of the barbarian chieis. An espedition was 
undertaken by Dinsns, a.d. 14 — 16, and from the success 
with which he was crowned he was sumamed Germanicus. 

The larger portion of Germany, however, remained unsub- 
dued, the various tribes under their respective princes making 
continual irruptions into the surrounding territories. Tiiesi; 
tribes were sunk in gross idolatry till about the year 727, 
lie Gospel was introduced ipto Germsny h 
1 



2 A HISTORY OF GERMANY. 

Winifred, an Englishman, afterwards, called Boniface, the 
Apostle of Germany, About the same period some of the rude 
tribes were conquered by Charles Martel. 

Charlemagne, the most renowned French monarch of early 
times, marched into Germany, and after a war of thirty years' 
duration, in which the Saxons, led by their celebrated general 
Witikind, struggled valiantly, they were totally defeated, and 
Germany became part of the empire of the great conqueror, 
A.D. 804. Soon after the death of Charlemagne, his extensive 
empire was divided, and the treaty of Verdun, signed in 843 
by the sons of Louis-le-Debonnaire, gave birth to the king- 
dom of Germany. Under the race of Charlemagne the imperial 
dignity remained hereditary, but after the death of Louis IIL, 
the last of the German Carlovingians, in 911, it became elec- 
tive, and all the German princes, nobles, and deputies of the 
firee cities enjoyed the privilege of voting. The emperor of 
Germany, considered as successor to the emperors of Eome, 
was admitted to a precedency on all public occasions among 
the European powers. The arms of the Germanic empire 
were a black eagle with two heads and expanded wings, 
hovering in a field of gold. 

Upon the death of Louis UL, the German nobles assembled 
at Worms, and offered the imperial diadem to Otho, duke of 
Saxony. Being a very old man, and fearing that the 
government might be inconvenient to him in his declining 
years, he refused the honour, and recommended Conrad, duke 
of Fianconia, who was a prince of great merit. Conrad was 
accordingly elected to fill the vacant tlirone (912). . Germany 
was during his reign invaded by a great Tartar horde. They 
overspread the portion of the country now called Hungary, 
moving forward like an overwhelming wave. They were a 
ferocious, untamed people, who fought with cavalry and light 
armour, trusting to their showers of arrows, against which the 
swords and lances of the European armies proved powerless. 
Before his death, in 918, Conrad recommended Henry, duke 
of Saxony, as his successor, and sent to him the crown^ 
sceptre, and other ensigns of royalty. 

Henry, sumamed the Fowler, from the delight which he 
took in that amusement, was proclaimed emperor 919. Ho 
was, according to an ancient custom, raised upon a shield, 
amidst the acdamaticns of the people. He was the first of 
the Saxon line of emperors, which lasted about one hundred 
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years. At this period the Huagarian hordes again poured 
across the froatier. In 926 they plundered St. Gall, wore 
deloated, cut to pieces, and utterly routed. Henry did much 
to civilise his rude subjects, and was the fleet founder of 
cities in the interior paits of Germany. He alao laid the 
foundation of a firm monarchy. Many chivalric regulations 
are attributed to him. This monarch turned bis arma against 
the Danes, who had secretly invaded tbe empire. Like many 
of hia succesaora, Henry had a great desire to visit Eome, that 
he might be anointed by the pope. While still in the height 
of hia splendour and renown, he set out on his journey into 
Italy. He was seized with illness on the road, and returned 
to Manslehen, where, with the coneent of the nobles, ho 
settled the succession on his son Otho. He soon after expired 
(936). He was one of the ablest statesmen of hia time, poa- 
Messed of auperior mental abilitiea and personal aceompUah- 
mente, and displayed much zeal in the spread of Christianity. 
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CHAPTEE II. 

OTHO TEE GSEAT AKD HIS SUCCESSOBS. 

FROM 936—1024. 

According to the dying request of his father, Otho, at the 
early age of fourteen, was elected emperor; his coronation 
took place with great pomp and ceremony, with all the in- 
signia formerly used at that of his illustrious predecessor 
Charlemagne. The commencement of Otho*s reign was 
marked with profound tranquillity, but soon the Hungarians 
and Bohemians revolted against his authority, and he became 
involved in many disputes with his rebellious subjects. He 
formed an expedition against the Danes, and marched in 
triumph through Jutland. 

At this time Italy was torn by faction; the tjrrant Berenger 
had dethroned Lothaire, king of that country, and imprisoned 
Adelaide his widow. Otho crossed the Alps with a powerful 
army, deHvered the captive queen, whom he married, and re- 
duced Berenger to submission, but generously left him in pos- 
session of the kingdom, upon his taking an oath of fealty. 
He still continued to act with great tyranny, and Pope John 
XIL again called in the aid of Otho, offering, in return for 
his assistance, the papal sanction to the imperial crown, with 
the kingdom of Lombardy, which was from that time added 
to the German empire. Otho entered Payia in triumph, and 
was crowned at Milan by the archbishop (961) ; he then 
marched to Home, where he was crowned emperor of the 
West by the pope, who bestowed upon him the dignity of 
Caesar Augustus. The conquest of Italy, and the creation of 
the "Holy Eoman Empire" (962)^ are brilliant trophies of the 
reign of Otho the Great. The pope having broken the oath 
of allegiance with the emperor, and qntered into a league with 
the son of Berenger, Otho returned to Eome, caused him to 
be deposed, and elected Leo VIII. in his place. On the em- 
peror's return to Germany the Eomans revolted and imprisoned 
Leo, for which Otho again visited Eome, where he exercised 
severe vengeance on the senate. 

He next turned his arms against Mcephorus Phocas, empe- 
ror of the East, over whom he obtained a decisive victory, 
treating the vanquished with the barbarity of his age, for he 
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OS said to have cut off the noses of his prisoners, and then eent 
them to Constantinople, Tho auccesaor of Nicephoms made 
peace with Otho, whose son married Theophania, a Grecian 
princess remarkahle for her beauty. This alliance brought 
about a great change in the manners and customs of Germany; 
the emperor also adopted the Grecian title ot Sacred Majesty; 
many relics were brought from the East, with which the. 
chmches of Germany were adorned. 

After a glorious reign of thirty-six years Otho died at 
Manslehen (973), leaving the affairs of the empire in a most 
prosperous condition. He well deserved the appellation of 
(Jtho the Great, beiny distinguished alike for generosity and 
rourage. Hia remains were interred in the cathedral of Mag- 
deburg. The discovery of the rich silver mine of the Hartz 
was made at this period by a nobleman who was riding 
throngh the forest, and perceived a piece of silver ore that had 
been uncovered by hia horse's foot. The flrat mine was 
opened in 938. 

Otho IL, sumamed the Sanguinary, was proclaimed empe- 
ror at the age of eighteen. He had been carefully instructed 
by his mother Adelaide, who, however, opposed his accession, 
upon wliich Otho, who was of a fiery temper, expelled hot 
from court. Her party proclaimed Henry, duke of Bavaria, 
but he was defeated and banished to Utrecht. The Banes 
und Bohemians also made some hostile incursions, but were 
repulsed and compelled to make peace. 

In 978 war broke out with France. Otho II. advanced as 
far as Paris, burnt the suburbs, and is said to have struck his 
lance into tho city gate. The following year he crossed into 
Italy to punish a revolt of the Eomans. He caused many of 
the principal citiaena to bo murdered at a banquet, which 
cruel act gained for him the epithet of (/« Sanguinary. 

He engaged in a conflict with the Greeks, who called in the 
Saracens to their assistance. Otho was suddenly attacked by 
a party of Saracens at Easientello, near Tarontnm ; his army 
was cut to pieces, and he was compelled to fly for his life; he 
was taken on hoard a Greek vessel, and rescued by the fidelity 
of a slave who recognised him. He was making preparations 
to avenge this defeat when he died at Rome (983). 

Otho IIL, sumamed Wunderkind, on account of his intel- 
lectual powers, was only three years old when he become em- 
peror. He wms pkieeii under the guardianship of his niotlier 
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and grandmother, who were assisted in the government by 
the archbishop of Cologne. The early part of his reign was 
disturbed by incursions of the Danes and Slavonians, but 
they were repulsed, and the imperial arms were victorious. 
At the age of sixteen Otho assumed the reins of government,, 
and marched into Italy to suppress a rebellion that had 
broken out at Eome ; he punished the rebels, and placed his^ 
relation Bruno in the pontificate, which was at that time dis- 
puted. The new pontiff assumed the name of Gregory V., 
and, in order to express his gratitude to the emperor, crowned 
him king of the Komans. This emperor caused the tomb of 
Charlemagne to be opened, and that monarch was discovered 
seated on a throne in regal state. The death of Otho III. 
took place in 1002 ; it was ascribed to poison, but was more 
probably small-pox. The empire sustained a great loss by the 
death of this prince in the height of his renown. 

As Otho IIL left no children, several competitors laid 
claim to the crown; the duke of Bavaria was elected, and 
consecrated at Mentz, under the title of Henry II. He 
marched into Italy, and was crowned at Pavia (1005). This 
city rebelled against him, and a great commotion arose among 
the people ; the emperor was obliged to retire to a fortress, 
which, being besieged, caused him to leap from a window, by 
which he received such a severe injury that he was lamed for 
life. He was crowned emperor of the West by Benedict 
VIII. (1014). Henry was very devout, and did much to en- 
rich the church, in consequence of which he was called the 
Holy, It is related that he wished to become a monk, and 
entered a convent at Strasburg, where the abbot admitted him 
as a lay brother; but he had no sooner taken the oath of obe- 
dience than the abbot prudently commanded him to resume 
his crown. He held five councils in Germany, and endea- 
voured to preserve a good understanding with the neighbour- 
ing sovereigns. He died in 1024, and was interred at Bam- 
berg. He was the last of the Saxon line of emperors, which 
had lasted about one hundred years, and had added to the 
empire Lotharingia, Bohemia, and Italy. 

CHRONOLOGICAL SUMMARY. 

Otho the Great a. D. 936 I Roman Empire " by 

Creation of the "Holy I Otho a.d. 962 
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Otho UI. entered Italy 
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elected emperor „ KNB I 
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PROM 1024—1137. 

Aptek many disputes, Coarad II., duke of Frnneonia, 8U> 1 
named tbo Salic, from. Iiaving been, bom on the banks of the i 
river Salfl, was elected emperoi. In the third y»iar of hie migu 1 
the Lombards revolted. He marched into Italy and subdued | 
them. A splendid court was held by him at Rome, where ha 
and hia wife Gisela were crowned by Pope John XX., in the 
presence of many illustrioiis princes, among whom waa Canute, 
king of England. Ha then returned to Germany, and wishing 
to secure the succession to his son, who was then a boy of 
twelve years, he caused him to be crowned at Aix-la-Chapelle. 
Conrad gained several victories over the Poles and Hungarians, 
and on the death of Rudolph of Euigundy, inherited his do- 
minions. He died suddenly at Utrecht, during the eolemniza- 
tion of a great religious festival (1039). He waa a generous 
and magnanimous prinee, and was much regretted by hia sub- 
jects. Among other instances of hia generosity, wo are told 
that a gentleman who had lost hia leg ici battle, received as 
many pieces of gold as one of bis boots would contain, which, 
the emperor remarked, might defray the cost of bis cure. 

Henry III., sumamcd the Black, nest ascended the im- 
perial throne. He was one of the most powerM of the Ger- 
man emperors, In the early part of his reign be led a nu- 
merous army t^ainst the duke of Bohemia, who had refused 
to pay the accustomed tribute, He led another expeditioa . 
against Hungary, and ivaa again criAviied with auoces 
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this time Italy was agitated by faction, in consequence of tlie 
election of three rival popes. The emperor marched with 
a powerful army into that country, and after being crowned 
king of Lombardy by the archbishop of Milan, he proceeded 
to Eome, deposed the rival popes, and set up Heidejer, bishop 
of Bamberg, the first of the German pontiffs, who took the 
name of Clement II., and immediately placed the Italian 
diadem on the head of his illustrious patron. Henry then 
proceeded to Capua, where he entered into a treaty with some 
!N"orman adventurers, who were fighting against the Greeks 
and Saracens. 

In 1048 Henry was again called upon to nominate the 
pope, and chose a German bishop named Bruno, who assumed 
the name of Leo IX. He soon after craved the emperor's 
assistance against the Normans, who were then the terror of 
Italy. Henry furnished him with an army, which was de- 
feated at the battle of Civitella. The emperor made war 
unon Hungary, and concluded an alliance with the doge of 
Venice. He died in 1056, in the thirty-ninth year of his 
age. During the same year, Germany was visited by earth- 
quake, plague, and famine. 

Henry IV., sutnamed the Great, was only five years old 
when he ascended the throne. His mother, Agnes, daughter 
of the duke of Poictou, governed as regent for five years, at 
the expiration of which the dukes of Saxony and Bavaria de- 
prived her of the regency, and compelled her to seek refuge in 
an Italian convent. The young emperor was then placed 
under the care of the archbishops of Cologne and Bremen, till 
10729 when, having arrived at the age of twenty-two, he took 
the reins of government into his own hands. 

The famous Hildebrand being elected ,t ope, under the title 
of Gregory VII., assailed the right enjoyed by the emperor of 
nominating bishops and abbots, and giving them investiture 
by the ring and crosier. Henry convoked an assembly, and 
Gregory was deposed. The pope, in consequence, excommu- 
nicated the emperor, and absolved his subjects from their al- 
legiance. Deserted by his nobles and bishops, Henry repaired 
to Italy to seek absolution from the offended pontiff*, who was 
then at the fortress of Canosa, in the Apennines. Having 
cast aside his royal robes, and clad himself in sackcloth, the 
emperor arrived at the gate, where he was kept waiting for 
three days, standing &om morning to evening barefooted 



among the bi 



Oa the fottith day he was inddgGd wil 

Heniy was still vmwilliiig to aabmit to the popes, and tho 
strug^'le lasted throughout his leigo. Ho is said to have 
gained sizty-aix hattloB ovei tho jiapal arms. Pascal IL in- 
cited his son to rebel against him, who, by tho following 
stratagem, wrested tho crown iiism his father. Ho threw him- 
self at the emperor's feet, and implored his forgiveness for his 
undutifol behaviour, which he imputed to the advice of evil 
counsellors. Henry believed his repentance was sincere, and 
£%cly forgave him, and, at his request, disbanded the imperial 
army ; but he was the nest day confined to his chamber by 
hia treacherous son, who sent a deputation to inform him that 
he was deposed. Hem'y, who had arrayed himseK in the 
royal ornaments, earacstly remonstrated, but in vain. The 
crown was snatched fi;om his hood, he was draped from hia 
seat, and the imperial robes torn from him by force, 
then compelled to res^ in favour of his inhuman son, who 
caused him to bo thrown into prison, and actually deprived' 
him of the common necessaries of life. Henry was at firsti' 
overwhelmed with giief, but afterwards contrived to escape. 
He then repaired to Liege, and endeavoured to raise an army. 
Before he could effect his pm'pose he was overtaken fay deadi'' 
(1106). His son ordered his remmna to be disinterred, ani 
treated with groat indignity; but they were secretly buried 
in an island, and an aged pilgrim watched for several years 
over his tomb, until frced from the papal interdict, his body 
was removed to Spires. 

Henry V. was a bad son, but a good emperor. He renewed 
the quarrel with the papacy respecting the right of investiture. 
In 1111 he crossed tho Alps, sacked fiome, made pope Pascal 
IL prisoner, and compeDed him to crown him, and give up 
tho right of investiture. The struggle lasted nearly ten years, 
during which the emperor was twice excommunicated. The 
dispute was settled at the Diet of Worms (1122), in which 
Henry virtually resigned tho long-contested right of investi- 
ture. This long and obstinate quarrel gave rise to the fac- 
tions distmguished by tho names of Guolphs and Ghibetines. 
The former were the supporters of tho piipal, and the latter 
the imperial power. 

Soon after the settlement of this dispute with the Eoman 
pontift', a revolt took place in Hollam!, which spread fiom 
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town to town, and the emperor's life was sometimes exposed 
to great danger. His misfortunes weighed on his spirits and 
hastened his death, which took place at Utrecht (1125)* 
His empress, Matilda, was the daughter of Henry I. of 
England. 

Henry having died without children, it was generally sup- 
posed iOiat the imperial dignity would be conferred upon one 
of his nephews ; but the archbishop of Mentz prevailed upon 
the princes to elect Lothaire, duke of Saxony, who was ac- 
cordingly crowned at Aix-la-Chapelle. This prince undertook 
to re-establish Innocent IL, who had been forced from the 
apostolic chair. The pope rewarded him for his services by 
performing the ceremony of his coronation with great mag- 
nificence. Some time after, the pope was again exposed to 
danger, and the emperor once more intervened (1137). Lo- 
thaire was seized with a dangerous illness at Breitenwany, in 
the Oberinnthal, and expired in a peasant's hut (1137). 

By command of this prince, the Justinian code of laws, 
which had been disused for more than five hundred years, was 
revived in the empire. 
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CHAPTEE rV. 

THE HOUSE OP SUABIA.— THE EMPIBE AT ITS HEIGHT UNDER 

FBEBEEIC BABBAEOSSA. 

FROM 1138— 1190, 

The duke of Franconia, who was nephew to Henry V., was 
elected emperor, under the title of Conrad III. (1138). He 
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the first of the house of Suabia, 
called from the castlo of Stanfes, at the outlet of the Suabii 
Alps. He was handsome in person, of undaunted courage^ 
and stood superior to all the princes of his time The impe- 
rial dignity was disputed by Henry of Bavaria, sumamed the 
Haughty, who refused to surrender the regalia which had 
been placed under his caie by Lothaire. This nobleman, 
whose famOy name was Guelph, died durii^ the conte^, but 
it was still carried on by his brother, with the assistance of 
the king of Sicily. The imperial army was commanded by 
Frederic, duke of Suabia, the emperor's brother, who was 
bom at Wibelung, in Franconia ; his adherents were called 
Ghibellines. 

Several indecisive engagements took place, and at length 
Guelph and his followers were besieged in the castle of 
Weinsbeig, and were compelled to surrender at discretion. 
The emperor granted permission to the duke to retire unmo- 
lested, but the brave duchess, doubting the emperor, sent to 
him a message, requesting that herself and the other women 
of the castle might come out with as much as each could 
carry. Conrad readily complied, supposing that they were 
anxious for the preservation of their treasures. The ladies 
came forth, each staggering under the weight of her husband. 
The emperor was affected to tears at the sight of such female 
heroism, and £reely pardoned Guelph and his officers. 

Conrad was prevailed upon by St. Bernard to engage 
crusades; he united his forces, which consisted of 70,0{ 
knights, with those of Lonis VIL of France, and set out 
the second crusade (1147)- The emperor's army marched 
land to Constantinople, crossed the Bosphorus, and, after 
being treacherously led by Greek guides into a Turkish 
bus cade, was defeated and destroyed by the sultan of Ico- 

The death of the emperor's eldest son, who had been elected', 
king of the Eomans, much affected his health. Having 
vened a diet at Bambeig he recommended his nephew Fi 
ric, duke of Snabia, as his successor, and sooQ after die 
(1152). 

Frederic I., sumamed Barbarossa, duke of Suabia, 
unanimously elected at the diet of Frankfort. He was i 

the twenty-ninth year of his age, and was held in i 
lem by his contemporaries that congratulatory addri 
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were sent to liim from almost all the princes of Europe. His 
first endeavour was to settle the aflfairs of Germany ; he then 
marched into Italy at the head of a large army to quell dis- 
turbances which had arisen. In 1155 Frederic proceeded to 
Rome, in order to receive the Lombard and imperial diadems 
from the hands of Pope Adrian IV. (Nicholas Breakspeare, 
the only Englishman who ever filled the papal chair). The 
pope required the emperor to submit to a most degrading 
-ceremonial before his coronation. The haughty prince, who 
had a most exalted idea of the imperial rights, at first refused; 
he scarcely thought it befitting the dignity of one who consi- 
dered himself the successor of Augustus, and the inheritor of 
the kingdom of the world, to bow in lowly submission before 
the pope. He was, however, compelled to prostrate himself 
before the pontiff, kiss his feet, hold his stirrup, and lead his 
white palfrey by the bridle the distance of nine Roman paces. 

On the death of Adrian IV. two rival popes were chosen, 
who were both opposed to the emperor. The Milanese, pro- 
fiting by these divisions, endeavoured to shake off the impe- 
rial yoke. Frederic again entered Italy and laid siege to 
Milan ; after its surrender the buildings of that stately city 
were razed to the ground, 300 hostages sent into Germany, 
and the inhabitants dispersed in four villages^ under the yoke 
of the conqueror. 

The severity which Barbarossa had exercised upon the 
Milanese excited many of the Italian states against him ; the 
League of Lombardy was formed, Milan was rebuilt, several 
engagements took place, till the imperial army was defeated 
at the battle of Legnano, and Frederic himself narrowly 
escaped being taken prisoner (1176). During this expedition 
he was taken ill at Chiavenna, and Henry the Lion, the chief 
of the Guelphs, taking advantage of the emperor's weakness, 
united his forces with those of the pope. 

About the same time the emperor's son Otho was defeated 
and taken prisoner by the Venetians off Priano. In honour 
of this victorv Alexander III. sailed into the Adriatic Sea, 
accompanied by the whole senate, and, after bestowing a thou- 
sand benedictions on that element, threw into it a ring as a 
mark of his gratitude and affection. After the destruction of 
his fleet the emperor was glad to consent to a truce for six 
years ; he humbled himself before the pope by kissing his 
feet, and holding his stirrup while he mounted his mule. It 
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is related that when the emperor kissed tho feet of Alexandw 
ni., that arrogant pontiff placed them on the hold warrioi'd 
neck, saying, "Thou ehalfc tread upon the adder and the. 
lion!" ilie emperor indignantly replied, "Not unto thee,, 
but uuto St. Peter be this honour!" This peace was Ibllowaii 
by the treaty of Constance (1183), which estuhlished the inr' 
dependence of the Italian repuhhcs. 

In 1189 Frederic Barbarossa joined the third crusade, with 
Eichard Coenr de Lion and Philip Augustus. 15,000 knights, 
and as many squires, the flower of the German chivalry, 
60,000 horse, and 100,000 foot were mustered by tho empe- 
ror on the plains of Hungary. Frederic started on this new 
expedition with all tho pride of a veteran conqueror, for he 
had commanded in forty campaigns in Italy and Germany, 
and his soldiers, among whom were many princes, gladly 
placed themselves under his banner. He crosBcd the Helles- 
pont, and, having refreshed his troops at Laodicca, fell upon 
the Turks and defeated them at Iconium, piUagod the city, 
and led his victorious army across Mount Taurus, filling all 
Asia with the terror of his arms; but his career of triumph 
was suddenly brought to a close — he was drowned in the 
river Cydnus on the 10th of June, 1190- His body was re 
coveted and buried in the church of St. Peter at AntioolL 
The remainder of his army was consumed by sickness and 
desertion, and his son fell a victim to an infectious disorder 
while engaged in the siege of Acre. Only a miserable rem- 
nant of the mighty army of Frederic returned from the tl 
smsade. 

During this reign the power and wealth of Germany h 
mnch increased ; even the condition of the peasant was im-^ 
proved, for the historian tells us that he began to be distin- ! 
guished from the lest of the cattle on his lord's estate. Tha;i] 
Eeguines of Liege were also founded at this period. 

CHRONOLOGICAL SUMMAKT. 
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CHAPTEE V. 

THE HOUSE OF STTABIA.— DOWISTALL OF THE lUPERIAL 

FOWEB IN ITALY. 

FROM 1190—1250. 

Henry VI., snmamed Asper, or the Sharp, son of Frederic, 
was proclaimed emperor (1190). He inherited his father's 
energies, but was devoid of his nobler qualities. The com- 
mencement of his reign was disturbed by Henry the Lion, 
duke of Saxony, who had been banished by the late emperor, 
but had now returned ; several engagements took place, but 
he was at length reduced to submission. Henry VI. then 
marched into Italy to receive the imperial diadem from the 
hands of the pope, and to recover the succession of William 
of Sicily, whose dominions he inherited in right of his wife 
Constance, sister of that monarch. Henry took the towns of 
Campania, Apulia, and Calabria, but was obliged to abandon 
the siege of Naples in consequence of a terrible sickness 
having broken out among his troops. 

Upon his return to Germany Henry applied himself very 
attentively to the administration of justice, sitting in person 
to hear and redress the grievances of his subjects. One of his 
courtiers once observed that he fetigued himself too much 
with giving audiences, which even interfered with his neces- 
sary meals. Henry replied that, although a private man was 
at liberty to eat when he pleased, a prince ought not to sit 
down till he had discussed the affairs of his people. 

In 1191 Kichard Coeur de lion was seized, on his return 
from the Holy Land, by Leopold, duke of Austria ; he was 
imprisoned in the castle of Durenstein, on the Danube. 
After some time the emperor demanded that the royal pri- 
soner should be put into his hands, and compelled to appear 
at the Diet of Worms, where he was accused of the assassina- 
tion of Conrad of Montserrat, and of concluding a truce with 
Paladin contrary to the general interests of the Christians. 
The king of England was detained in prison until ransomed 
by his subjects for 150,000 marks of silver, and also agreeing 
to hold the crown of England as a fief of the Holy Roman 
Empire, he returned to his own country (1194). 

With the money paid for King Richard's ransom Henry 
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again prepared to attack SicUy, TOhicb island he conquered, 
treating tlio vanquiahed with great BBVcrity. 

The fourth crusade was nt this time undertaken by eom- 
mand of Pope Celestine III. The emperor held a diet at 
Worms, and pretended to take part in it, but, instead, again 
marched ioto Italy, where he perpetrated fiightful cruelties, 
and was, Ju conBequence, excommunicated by the pope, which 
measure. Henry affected to treat with contempt. A crusade 
was sent out by the emperor for the conquest of Greece, headed 
by the Chancellor Conrad, the dniea of Austria, Carinthia, 
Thuringia, and other nobles ; several cities were taken, alao 
the islands of Cyprus and Crete. 

Henry died suddenly at Messina (1197) ; it was generally 
supposed of a fever, caused by over-esertion in the hunting- 
field, but some historians ascribe it to poison administered by 
his empress Constance. . 

This emperor incorporated the Teutonic knights into a ro- *} 
gular order, religious und military, and built a house for them 
at Coblentz (1191). 

Fhilip, duke of Suabia, assumed the administration of 
affairs in compliance with the dying request of his brother, 
who had left his little son Frederic, then only four years of 
age, who had been elected king of the Eomans, under his 
guardianship. This arrangement led to a dispate; the Ghi- 
bellines supported the house of Suabia, but the Guelpha, up- 
held by the pope, named Otho of Brunswick emperor. Otho 
recognised the pope as his liege, and took an oath of aDegiance 
to him. Philip ajid his adherents were excommunicated. 
This civil war devastated Germany for several years; the 
finest territories were ravaged, every nobleman was at variance 
with his neighbour, and the face of the country was covered 
with ruins. 

After many conflicts Otho was defeated and compelled to 
take refuge in England, and Philip remained undisputed 
master of tho empire ; but an end waa aoon put to his reign, 
for he was basely assassinated by tho count-palatine of Bava- 
ria, who entered his private apartment and ran him through 
with his sword as he sat at chess. The death of Philip was 
much regretted by his subjeota, for he was endowed with 
many amiable qualities, and had acted with great prudence in 
the affairs of the empire. 

Otho IV., who was the son of lienry the Lion, and tha 
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head of the Guelphs, immediately returned to Germany, and 
was invested with the imperial dLgnity. He soon after mar- 
ried Beatrice, daughter of the late emperor, who had implored 
his protection. The following year he was crowned at Eome 
by the pope, to whom he at first submitted by yielding the 
long-disputed inheritance of the Countess Matilda of Tuscany,, 
and confirming the rights and privileges of the Italian cities. 
In 1211 Otho was excommunicated by the pope, and Frede- 
ric, duke of Suabia and king of Sicily, was elected emperor 
by a diet of the German princes. Otho then entered into an 
alliance with John, king of England, against Philip Augustus 
of France, but this was soon dissolved by the defeat of his 
army at the battle of Bouvines, where he was wounded 
(1214). He then took refuge in Brunswick, where he Hved 
in retirement, although not actually deposed till 1218. 

While Germany was distracted by these civil wars a very 
remarkable event took place in Europe (1213). This was a 
crusade of children, incited by a boy in France going about 
singing in his own tongue — 

" Jesus, Lord, repair our loss, 
Eetum to us thy holy cross." 

He was soon followed by a numerous band of children, who 
were resolved to visit the Holy Land and achieve its deliver- 
ance. They are said to have numbered 90,000, but, meeting 
with obstacles they had not anticipated, they were dispersed 
in various directions — none ever reached the Holy Land* 
" Their merry music soon had a sad close, all either perishing 
on the land, or being drowned in the sea," 

The line of Hohenstaufen, which had been interrupted by 
the reign of Otho IV., was restored in the person of Frederic 
IL, who was crowned with great magnificence at Aix-la- 
Chapelle (1216). The imperial regaha were delivered by 
Henry, son of Otho, to Frederic, to whom also France cour- 
teously restored the banner of the empire — the imperial eagle 
on the high chariot of state, which had been taken at Bou- 
vines. This prince was the grandchild of the great Barba- 
rossa, and was received with delight ; he was as remarkable 
for his wisdom and nobility of address as for his personal 
beauty. He had been carefully instructed in the Latin, 
Greek, German, French, and Turkish languages, and every-^ 
thing seemed to promise a long and prosperous reign* 
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Frederic was a Gbibeline by birth, yet for a time he was 
a favourite witb Pope Innocent IIL, who extorted a promise 
from hini that he would undertake a crusade to the Holy 
Land, He delayed so long to perform hia tow that Honoriua 
III. threatened to excommunicate him, and a quarrel took 
place ; the stru^le of tlio emperot in Italy ^;aiiist the fspal 
see and the Italian cities lasted throughout hia reign. Italy 
was divided and desolated by the parties of Guelpbs and Gbi- 
bdines. The emperor was excommunicated in 1227 and 
1228. 

After many delays and much preparation, Frederic placed 
himself at the bead of the sixth crusade (1228)- He was 
still under the ban of the Church, and the pope prohibited 
hia departure until he should have received absolution ; Fre- 
deric paid no heed to the command, but set sail for the East. 
WhUe he served under the banner of the cross a crusade was 
preached against him in Italy, and the clergy and military 
orders of Palestine were instructed to renounce his commands, 
so that, when he entered Jerusalem in triumph, he took tho 
crown from the altar of the Holy Sepulchre with his own 
hands, for no priest would perform the office. He concluded 
a treaty with the sultan of Egypt, by which Jerusalem and 
many other cities in Palestine were restored to the Christians, 
and in I'eturn granted the Saracens a truce for ten years. 

Upon hia return from the crosado Frederic marched into 
Italy and efieeted a reconciliation with tho pope, who released 
him from the interdict. The peace between the papacy and 
the empire was followed by fresh troubles ; the Lombards re- 
fused to bear the imperial yoke, and Frederic waa employed 
nearly five years in reducing them to obedience. Germany 
next became involved in commotion, for Henry, king of the 
Romans, who had been left to govern in his lather's absence, 
foi^etting the duties of a son, placed himself at the head of a 
party of rebels. Frederic returned to his empire, and his son 
abandoned by his partisans, was permitted to retire to Sicily; 
but, engaging in iresh schemes gainst the empire, Frederic, 
perceiving bis danger, closely confined his ungrateful son in 
the castle of Apulia. 

The emperor was again excommunicated by Innocent IV. 
(1243)) and solemnly deposed by hira in tho council of 
Xyona (1245). On hearing of his deposition Frederic placed 
' s imperial diadem on his head, saying ; — " Before this de- 
•2 ' 
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position I was obedient to the pope and to the laws of the 
Church, bat now that he has released me from my duty in 
that paxticular, I no longer owe him any respect, and will 
continue to be emperor, in spite of all his exertions." The 
pope set up as anti-emperor Henry of Thuringia, who was 
slain by an arrow at the siege of Ulm (1247), and the dignity 
was then conferred upon William the Rude, count of HoUand. 
JFrederic defied the eflforts of the pope, but sustained a great 
reverse at the siege of Parma (1248), where Ms enemies had 
bribed Ms personal attendants to take him off by poison; but 
their design was firustrated, and he retired to Naples, where 
he died suddenly of a fever (1250). _ 

The lustre of the seven crowns that adorned Ms brow — ^that 
of the Holy Eoman Empire, the kingdoms of (xermany, Lom- 
bardy. Burgundy, Sicily, Sardinia, and Jerusalem — ^was far 
surpassed by his intellectual gifts and graces; and, in the 
midst of his troublous reign, he founded universities and 
greatly encouraged learning. 

CHRONOLOGICAL SUMMARY. 
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Frederic II. embarked 
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He obtained the sur- 
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IV., duke of Saxony, I pope „ 1238 



CHAPTER VI. 

THE eBEAT IKTEBBEGKVK. 

PROM 1250—1273. 

It is difficult to say who was Empeior of Gennany, for 
Iwenty-two years after the death of Fiiederic II., a period o^ 
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nSaxchy and confusion, naually denominated The Great Inltr- 
ngaum. Upon the death of bis father, Conrad IV. assumed 
the imperial title, but he was driven from the field in Ger- 
many ; he took refuge in Italy, where he soon died from 
poison. The government of the empire was vested in Wil- 
liam, count of Holland, who had been elected king of the 
Romans during the reign of Frederic II., but the contest con- 
tinued to rage ; the house of Suabia was supported in Upper 
Italy by Ezzelino, a Ghibeline noble, and in Lower Italy by 
Manfred, one of the sons of Fredefic II. Manfred was de- 
feated and slain while fighting vahantly at Denevento, and 
wag buried under a hillock of stone called the Sock of Roses. 
Ezzelioo waS'defeated and killed at Caasano, and hia adhe- 
rents were treated with great cruelty. After this, tho cause 
of Conradin, son of Conrad IV., the last of the Hohenataufen 
family, became hopeless ; he made some gallant exertions to 
retrieve his inheritance, but was defeated and taken prisoner 
by Charles, count of Anjou, at Scuicola, and, at the instiga- 
tion of the pope, was beheaded at the market-place, at Naples, 
1268. ' The royal race of Suabia, which had atfAined the 
highest eariihiy distinction, had now passed away, leaving on 
the page of history a record of some of the most brilliant vic- 
tories achieved in the middle ages. This noble race hod 
raised the empire of Germany to the height of its power and 
glory J but beneath the sway of that race, its glory had 
diminished and well-nigh passed away, through the long and 
desolating wai's with the Papal power and other Italian states. 

On tho death of WiUiam of Holland, 1256, Eichard, eari 
of Cornwall, and Alphonso, king of Castile, were elected by 
different parties ; the electors appeared desirous to perpetuate 
a state of confiisioa, and Germany groaned beneath all tho 
evils of the interregnum. Eichtud accepted the proffered 
dignity, aad was crowned at Aix-la-Chapello ; he was a prince 
possessed of no talents suited to his high position, and had 
probably been chosen on account of his riches, which he soon 
exhausted in making a tour through the cities of the empire. 
The princes then renounced their allegiance, and he was com- 
pelled to retire to England, where he died. 

During this interval, Denmark, Hungary, and Holland en- 
tirely freed themselves boia the homage they were wont to 
pay the empire ; and several German citiee established a 
municipal form of government. The Hanseatic League, 
2—2 
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which was formed about 1245, now greatly extended itsr 
power. This union was formed by the merchants of Germany 
for their mutual defence, both by land and sea. " Eighty of 
the most considerable places constituted the Hauseatic con> 
federacy, divided into four colleges, whereof Lubeck, Cologne, 
Brunswick, and Dantzic were the leading towns. Lubeck 
held the chief rank, and became, as it were, the patriarchal 
see of the league. The league had four pnncipal factories in 
foreign parts — at London, Bruges, Bergen, and Novogorod, 
endowed by the sovereigns of those cities with considerable 
privileges, to which every merchant belonging to a Hanseatic 
town was entitled." 

The Bhenish League was subsequently formed to oppose 
and put down by force the heavy customs levied by the 
nobles on the Rhine, who were indeed nothing but robber 
hdgMSy who lived upon the plunder of travellers. Their 
castles, which were so strongly fortified, that in those days, 
before the invention of artillery, it was impossible to reduce 
them except by feimine, were erected upon hills and in defiles 
that conmianded the public road. It is said that an Arch- 
bishop of Cologne, having built a fortress of this kind, the 
governor inquired how he was to maintain himself, no revenue 
having been assigned for that purpose. The prelate only de- 
sired him to remark, that the castle was situated near the 
junction of four roads, so that the armed band might easily 
rush out fiwm their stronghold and plunder the unfortunate 
travellers as they passed. Many of these feistnesses of the 
robber knights are still to be seen; they are picturesque 
memorials of those lawless times. 

CHB0N0L06IGAL SUMHART. 

The Great Interregnum, which lasted for more than 

twenty years a.d. 125(> 



CHAPTER VIL 
BtrSOLFH 07 EAPSBI7BG TO THE DEATH OF LOTTIS 0? B AVABIA. 

FROM 1273—1347. 

7(tt many years the Grerman empire had remained without a 
xnler ; but it was at length discovered that it could not exist 
without a supreme sovereign, and Pope Gregory X. enforced 



the necessity of an olcction. In 1273 Kudolph, count (^^^^| 
Hapaburg, was elected. He was a prince renowned for his ^^H 
valour, sagacity, and love of jostice ; ho was crowued at Aix- ^^| 
la-Chapelle with much ceremony. The first care of Budolph 
wna to restore order to his empire ; ho ia said to hare demo- 
lished sixty of those castles which had served aa retreats for 
the robber knights ; ninety-nine marauders were executed at ^^_ 
one time in the city of Erfurt, and peace and order were at ^^H 
length established. He did homage to Pope Gregory X., who ^^H 
4!ame in person for that object to Lausanne. ^^| 

In 1276 Eudolph assembled a diet at Augsburg, at which ^^ 
Ottocar, king of Bohemia, who had seized the duchy of 
Austria, refused to do homage. Ottocar, being put to the 
ban of the empire, submitted, but his wife, a Ruasian princess, 
induced him to renounco the treaty. He took up anus gainst 
the emperor, was slain at the batUe of Marchfield, 1278i and 
Austria was annexed to the house of Hapsburg. 

About this period Prussia was subjugated by the Teutonic 
knights, who introduced Christianity, and colonized the 
country with Poles, Erabantets, Bohemians and Germans. 
The Prussians rose again and ^aiu in revolt, but the inex- 
haustible Order finally extirpated them. 

Eudolph, being frequently requested to visit Some, to 
receive the impemtl crown from the bands of the pope, always 
refused, saying, that many of his predecessors had gone to 
Italy, but he observed few of them to return without the loss ^h 
of either their rights or authority. ^^H 

Eudolph had six beautiful daughters, by means of whom ^^M 
he contracted alliances with aix illustrious princes. He had ^^H 
also seven sons: the eldest, Eudolph, was invested with the 
dukedom of Suabia ; he married Agnes, daughter of Ottocar, 
the late king of Bohemia, but died young, leaving an infant, 
Johannes. Albert, the second son, inherited the Hapsburg ^^^ 
possessions. Hartiuanu, the third son, was drowned in the ^^H 
Ehine, near Lautfeu. ^^H 

One great object of Eudolph was to make the imperial ^^H 
crown hereditary, and, for that purpose, he convoked a diet ^^^ 
at Prankfort, and requested that the empire might be seaured 
to his son. Albeit ; but the princes excused themselves &om 
complying with this proposal, and the chagrin produced by 
their refusal hastened his death, which took place in 1291- 
After an interregnum of nine months, Adolphus of 
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raiaod to the imperial dignity. This prince was a poor 
itount, renowned foi his miHtary skill, but a slave to the lowest 
debauchery ; he owed hie elevation to the intrigues of his cou- 
Bin Gerhard, Arohbishop of Mayence, but proving himself un- 
unworthy of his dignity by violating his promises, and acting 
upon his own will as supreme law, terrible feuds raged through- 
out the empire during the whole of his reign ; he was treated 
with derision by his subjects, and Albert, son of the late em- 
peror, took up arms against him. Adolphua advanced against 
his rival, and, plunging fiercely into the fray, was slain at the 
battle of Eosenthal, 1298 ; his remains were deposited in 
the cloister of Trauenfelt, whence they were afterwards 
removed to the imperial tomb by Henry of Luxemburg. 

Albert I., sumamed the Triumphant, was invested with the 
imperial diadem at Ais-la-Chapelle, but it was not without 
difficulty tliat pope Boniface VIII. waa prevailed upon to 
perform the ceremony, as Albert had concluded an alliance 
with the king of France, which was highly displeasing to 
that pontiff. During this and the preceding reign the Jews 
were cruelly persecuted, many of them having been put to 
death by the Christians. Albert's tyranny aad cruelty towards 
the Swiss led to the insurrection in which the famous hero, 
"William Tell, stood forth so boldly for the defence of the 
liberties of his countrymen, and the three cantons of TJri, 
Schwytz, and TJnderwalden formed a confederation for their 



This emperor had a nephew, John, duke of Suahia, who 
waa entrusted with his guardianship. Albert, coveting hia 
dominions, refused to restore to the young duke some of hia 
castles which he demanded; John, exasperated at his uncle's 
conduct, entered into a conspiracy against him. The design 
was carried into execution, and the emperor waa assassinated 
in the presence of his court and army, on the banks of the 
Eeuss, near Schafihausen, 1308. 

Upon the news of Albert's death, Philip le Bel of France 
claimed the crown of Germany for hia brother, Charles of 
Valois ; the electors fearing his power, and dreading tha 
house of ilapsbui^ as much, resolved to raise a petty count, 
Henry of Luxemburg, to the imperial throne. Henry proved 
to he a just and popular sovereign, and one of the noblest 
monarchs that ever sat upon the throne of Germany. After 
hia cotonatioii he iiuide a piogresa aloDg the Btaiue, to receivs 
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the oatliB of fidelity from the princes : sentence of death. 
pTOnounced ugainat the muideiers of the late emperor, and 
Alhert'a four sons were invested with tho duchy of Austria. 
A marriage was solemnized hetween the emperor's son; Johiij 
and Elizabeth, sister of WoncBslaus, king of Uohemi.i, by 
which alliance that crotm became the property of the hooee 
of Luxemburg, 

After pTomulgating a decree for the expulsion of the Jews 
ftora Germany, Henry sat out on an expedition into Italy, 
which was still distracted by the lactiona of the Guelphs and 
Ghibelinos ; he received the submission of several cities, and 
was crowned king of Lombardy, at !Milan, 1311; ha pro- 
ceeded to Kome, and was ctoivnei! at the Church of St. John 
Latoran, St. Peter's being m possession of the opposite fac- 
tion. He then marched through Perugia, which he ravaged 
with fiio and sword, and then laid siege to Floreueo, but the 
inhabitants of that city defended themselves so bravely that 
he was compelled to retire ; on hia arrival at Euonconvento, 
in Tuscany, he died suddenly, aud it was generally believed 
that a Dominican fiiai had poisoned liim in administering the 
sacrament, 1313. 

On the death of Henry VII. the empiro was again plunged 
into inextricable confusion; the miseries of civil war being 
iiGcelorated by those of plague and famine. After an inter- 
regnum of fourteen months, Louis of Bavaria was elected by 
one faction, and Frederic of Austria by another. Both 
emperors were crowned, and for about seven years the conteafi 
was carried on, when the decisive battle of Miihldorf 
Ibnght, 1302, in which Frederic was defeated and taken 
prisoner, and Louis became sole emperor. 

While these struggles were going on in Germany the Swiss 
had been fighticg bravely ; they had secured their indepen- 
dence by the defeat of Leopold, duke of Austria, at the battl* 
of Moi^rten, 1315. 

Louis rV". was no sooner settled in the empire than 
enemy arose in the person of pope John XXII., who claii 
the right to elect the emperor. In 1327, Louis marched into 
Italy, was crowned at Milan, reduced Pisa, and then proceeded 
to Rome, where he was crowned by the bishops of Venice 
and Aleria. Ha then deposed pope John XXII,, whom he 
declared guilty of treason and heresy, and who was soon after 
burnt in efligy j he then invested Nicholas V. with the 
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paoy. The quarrel with the auccesaive popes lasted throughout 
his reign ; he waa excommunicated by Benedict XII. and 
Clement VI., who caused Cbarlea of Bavajia, son of John, 
king of Bohemia, and representative of the house of Liucem- 
buig, to be elected emperor. Louis, however, retained his 
throne till his death, which took place in 1347, in consequence 
of a fall ftom his horse during a hear hunt. 

The empire was then offered by the electors to Edward lit, 
king of England, but he declined it; they then chose 
Guather of Schwarzenhiu^, who also resigned the honour, 
and Charles of Bavaria was re-elected at Frankfort. 
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FROM 1347—1437. 



Charles IY. was grnndaon of Henry VII., and king of Bo- 
hemia in his mother's right ; he had been educated at the 
court of France, and was renowned for his valour and muni- 
iicence. The commencement of Ina reign was marked by 
fearful natural signs and visitations that filled all Europa 
with alarm. In 1337 appeared a great comet; in 1348, an 
earthquake of great violence, devastating Cyprus, Greece, 
Italy, and the Alpine valleys as far as Baale. Fiery meteors 
appeared in the heavens, and a gigantic pillar of flame waa 
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hovering oTei the papal palace at Ayignon. These hor- 
rors were succeeded by a dreadful pestilence, called the Black 
Death; at Strasburg and Erfurt, J 6,000 people fell victima to 
it; and an insurrection arose among the Jews, who were 
accused of being the authors, by Laving poisoned the waters ; 
many of those unfortunate people were burnt and drowned by 
the furious populace. 

About the same time an extravagant outburst of fanaticism 
occurred. Crowds of people termed Flagellants associated 
together for the purpose of self-discipline. AH ranks, both 
sexes and all ages, were posseaaed with this enthuaiaam ; they 
stripped themaolves naked to the waist, covered their faces 
that they might not be known, and went two and two in pro- 
cession, with their eyes fixed on the earth, wearing oa their 
heada white hats with red crosses, nod a rich standard carried 
before them. They continiicd their melancholy route, even 
in the depth of winter, cruelly lashing themselves aa they 
went along, singing penitential songs. Their numbers so 
greatly increased, that the emperor issued edicts against 
them, and Pope Clement VI. launched a buH against them, 
and persecuted them as heretics. 

In 1355 Charles crossed the Alps, repaired to Milan, and 
was crowned in the cathedml of 8t. Ambroae with the iron 
crown, which tradition assigned to the Lombard monarchy. 
He there proceeded to Gome, and was crowned in the Vatican 
with the golden crown of the empire. On his return, Charles 
convoked a diet at Nurenbui^, in order to settle disputes with 
reference to the number of electors. It was proposed and 
unanimously resolved, that the form and ceremonies to be 
observed on those occasions, together with the number, rights, 
and privileges of the electors, should be written and published 
in the form of aa edict. The edict called the Golden Bull 
terminated the disputes which had arisen between different 
members of the same house, as to their right of suf&age. The 
place of legal imperial elections was fixed at Frankfort, of 
coronation at Aix-Ia-Chapelle, and the latter ceremony was to 
be performed by the AJchbishop of Cologne. The Golden 
Bull was so named from a golden seal called bulla; and the 
emperor prepared a magnificent entertainment, that he might 
have the pleasure of seeing the electors exercise their respec- 
tive functions, and the entertainment was coneludecl 
liberal distribution of preaenta. 
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Charles IV. greatly encouraged learning, and fotaded the 
first German university at Prague, 1348, which afterwards 
became one of the most celebrated in Europe ; he improved 
the river navigation of Bohemia, and also built several bridges- 
and other public works ; " his age has been called that of 
masons and architects." Other improvements in this reign 
were the invention of gunpowder by Schwartz, 1354, and 
cannon-founding by John of Aarau, 1372. 

The emperor having procured the nomination of his son, 
Wenceslaus, as his successor in the empire, died at Prague, 
1378. Besides the Golden Bull, Charles IV. enacted several 
useful laws and regulations. 

Wenceslaus was seventeen years old at the time of his- 
accession ; he was a cruel tyrant, given up to drunkenness and 
idleness. He treated his Bohemian subjects with great 
cruelty ; John von Nepomuck, who was afterwards canonized 
as a saint, was by his order cast headlong from the great 
bridge over the Moldau into the stream. He caused 3,000 
Jews to be slain in the city of Prague, and sentenced all the 
magistrates of the chief tribunal to be decapitated in a single 
day, without the formality of a trial. In consequence of these 
cruelties, the nobility of Bohemia caused him to be thrown 
into prison. After remaining there for several months, he 
obtained permission to be conducted to the river, in order ta 
leftesh himself by bathing; he seized the opportunity to 
escape in a little boat to a fortress on the opposite bank, and 
was replaced on the throne. 

At Uiis time there was a great schism in the church, occa- 
sioned by two rival pontiffs — Urban VI., who held his court 
at Eome, and Clement YIL, who thundered forth bulls and 
excommunications against his rival at Avignon. The former 
was acknowledged by the German bishops and emperor at a 
diet held at Frankfort ; the latter was upheld by the monarchs- 
of France, Savoy, and l^aples. This^r^^ Western schism lasted 
fbf fifty years, from 1378 to 1429. 

A memorable conflict took place between Leopold, duke of 
Austria, the representative of the house of Hapsburg, and the 
Swiss. The Austrian army, consisting of 4000 men, came 
down upon a little band of peasants at Sempach ; a passage^ 
was bravely opened through the ranks of the enemy by 
Arnold of Unterwalden, and the Austrians were defeated 1386*^ 
Another victory was won by the Swiss at Nafels 1388. 
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Shortly after Hnugary was invaded by the Sultan Eajazet, 
with a. large Turkish army. The emperoi's hrother. Bigis- 
munil, who was then king of Hungary, raised an army of 
60,000 men ; a terrible battle was fought at Nicopolis, 1396, 
the Hungarians were defeated, and the Chriatian captives 
were massacred by the conqueror. Sigismund escaped to 
Constantinople, with only five followers. 

The emperor Wenceslaus neglected the interests of his 
subjects, and in 1400 the electors deposed him, and appointed 
the duke of Brunswick to the supreme authority ; tliis prince 
being assassinated before his coronation, the sovereignty was 
conferred on Kupert Count Palatine, who was consecrated in 
the church at Cologne. The deposed emperor retained the 
kingdom of Bohemia, where lie ruled with greater moderation 
till his death in 1420- 

Cupert's first expedition was against Jolm Galeazzo, duke 
iflf Milan, who was head of a very powerful faction in Italy. 
This enterprise proved unsuccessful, and the emperor returned 
to Germany, where he devoted his attention to the welfare of 
his empire. Upon the death of Galeajrao of the plague in 
1402, Rupert onco more projected an expedition into Italy ; 
but the electors refusing to grant him subsidies, he was com- 
pelled to remain in Germany, He died in 1411, and his 
lemains were interred at Hcidelburg, where he had founded 
s university. This prince was sumamed the Short,on account 
of his stature, but he was remarkably active and vigorous ; he 
was possessed of groat penetration, and greatly encouraged 
learning. The chief blemish in hia character was avarice. 

After the death of Rupert, Jodoc, or Josse, marquis of 
Moravia, was elected, but vigorously opposed by Sigismund, 
king of Hungary, and brother of Wencealaus, who secured the 
imperial diadem ; Josse died shortly, and left his right undis- 
puted. In the early part of his reign he was called into Italy 
by Pope John XXII., and upon his return, he convoked a, 
council at Constance, for the settlement of the schism of the 
church, then at its height, there being three rival popes ; also 
for the reformation of the clergy ; and, thirdly, for the extir- 
pation of heretical doctrines. These doctrines, which had 
proved so offensive, were propagated by John Husa, a man of 
obscure origin, who had raised himself to a professor's chair 
at the University of Prague. The great rehgious movement 
in Germany, for the reformation of the chuiofa, oommenc 
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about 1409^ when some of "WyclifTs writings had been 
brought over from England by Anne of Bohemia, wife of 
Bichard II., and translated into the Bohemian language by 
John Huss and his friend and pupil, Jerome of Prague. 

The Council of Constance was assembled in November, 
1414, and continued its sessions for the space of four years. 
On Christmas-eve of that year, a grand procession, headed by 
the emperor Sigisnmnd, wended its way by torch-light 
through the city of Constance. Having entered the church 
with the imperial crown upon his head, the emperor served as 
deacon to the pope while reading the mass. Within the walls 
of the church appointed for the council-chamber were gathered 
princes and potentates &om all the kingdoms of Christendom ; 
the four greatest European nations were represented there, the 
German, the French, the Italian, and the English. Three 
patriarchs sat in solemn dignity, thirty-three cardinals, forty- 
seven archbishops, one hundred and forty-five bishops, with 
an innumerable company of learned doctors and monks. Of 
the rival pontiffs, John XXIII. alone appeared in person, as 
president of that vast assembly ; the others were represented 
hy their legates. 

In compliance with the request of the fathers, John XXHE. 
renounced the tiara, and Gregory XII. soon after followed 
his example ; but Benedict III. obstinately refused to submit 
to the decrees of the council John Huss was next cited to 
appear before the council, and having received a safe-conduct 
&om the emperor, he appeared at Constance, but his oppo- 
nents, offended by a sermon, seized his person, and imprisoned 
him on the banks of the Bhine, where the common sewers 
emptied themselves. The pestilential atmosphere brought on 
a fever; he was afterwards removed to another dungeon, 
where he was chained hand and foot to the wall, till the 
papal affairs being concluded, he was remanded before the 
council. He was examined, the most unjust charges being 
hrought against him ; he refused to recant, and sentence was 
passed. This cruel execution took place in 1416, and he was 
led forth to the place of martyrdom with two of the heads- 
man's servants before him, two behind. Eight hundred 
horse followed, and the whole multitude fix)m the city ; they 
stopped before the bishop's palace, that Huss might gaze on 
the pile on which his books were burning. The place of 
execution was a meadow without the walls. He knelt. 
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leeited several psalms ; he prayed aloud, " Lord Jgsub, fi» 
thy sake I endiire with patience this crael death, 
thee to pardon my enemies !" Ho was urged to recant, but 
again refused; and, with the last feeble souada of his voice, 
he was heard to chant verses of the Fsalms, and to pray to 
his Redeemer, 

After the eireoutioti of John Huss, thn Conncil of Constancy 
returned to consider the course to be adopted ivith reference 
to Benedict XIII., but finding his obstinacy invincible, they 
t^in turned to the peraeoution of heretio3, Jerome at 
Prague was brought to trial before the council ; he at firafc 
abjured the opinions of Huss, but afterwards revoked hia 
recantation, and died at the stake with heroic firmness. The 
Council of Constance broke up after its forty-fifth session, 
having put an end to the schism in the church, April 22, 
1418. 

The next memorable event was the Hussite War, whiA. 
commenced in Boiicmia, 1419, and lasted nearly sixtewi 
years. The outbreak of these disturbances made such aa. 
impression on king Wenceslaus, that he was seized with ft. 
fit of apoplexy, and died in a few days. The emperor Sigis- 
mund, who was also king of Hungary, succeeded and carried 
on the war. The Hussites were commanded successively by 
an able general, named Zisca, and Procepius, a priest, but- 
named (ke Shaven. Tliis terrible contest, which took pli 
in the cause of religion, was marked by much cruelty on both 
sides. Five crusades were preached against the Hussites 
the pope, which wore led by the emperor with the fiill foi 
of the empire. John Zisca, the commander of the Hussite^, 
displayed great valour : he was one of the greatest captains ' 
that had ever appeared in Europe ; his exploits were th«i 
more marvellous, that he was totally blind. He fortified ft 
famous mountain near Prague, which was fanatically called 
Tabm; and by his skill it became impregnable ; he was never 
defeated, and was so enthusiastically beloved by the Hussites, 
that many of those who had served under him refused to 
obey any other general after his death, and called themselves 
(wy/wns in commemoration of his loss. He was a ferocious 
enemy, but affable and generous to his soldiers. 

The great victories gained by the Hussites were those of 
Wyshebrad, Saaz, Deutschbrod, Aussitz, and Taas. The 
' Ltay was desolated, the beautiful chtirehes destroyed, the 
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"beautifully painted windows demolished, and all around was 
spread havoc and ruin. The war was brought to a termina- 
tion by the treaty of Iglau, 1435, by which the Hussites 
obtained a general amnesty, the right of using the cup in 
communion, and the confirmation of many of their privileges. 

The" emperor Sigismund died in 1437) having reigned 
fifty years in Hungary, twenty-seven as emperor, and seven- 
teen as king of Bohemia. One of his last actions was to 
settle the succession in favour of his son-in-law, Albert duke 
of Austria. From Adblphus to Sigismund every emperor 
either had to struggle against a competitor, claiming a majo- 
rity of votes at his election, or against a combination of the 
volectors to dethrone him. 

One of the greatest improvements of this time was the 
invention of printing in 1436; this useful art has been 
ascribed to John Guttenburg, a native of Mentz, and it is 
certain that he established a printing-press in that city, and 
produced from it many printed books, which led to a great 
increase of knowledge throughout the whole of Europe, 
before the end of the fifteenth century. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

JELE-ELECnOK OF THE HOUSE OF HAPSBUBG.— THE AGE OF 

XAZmiLIAK. 

FROM 1438—1519. 
Albert II., sumamed the Magnanimous, had married Eliza* 
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teth, daughter of Sigiamund. By this ranrriage he liad 
united to the Austrian dominions the Lusembuig inheritance, 
Bohemia, Moravia, Silesia, the Lauaitz, and Hungary. He 
had acquired some military reputation during the Hussite 
War, having aseisted the late emperor with hia counsela, and 
led his own forces against the insurgents ; nnd, while the 
Tcat of the German forces were panic-struck -at the name of 
the Hussites, Alhert, at the head of the brave Auatriana, 
■was alone successful. Koon after his accession he engaged in 
an expedition ;^BLU5t the Turks in Bulgaria, but with little 
euccess, both amiiea being decimated with disease ; and death 
euddenly overtook the emperor in the midst of his career. 
His remains were interred at Weissenburg, 1439> 

After the death of Albert, the electors placed Frederic, 
duko of Styria, cousin to the late emperer, and presumptive 
head of the houso of Uapaboig, on the throne. In the reign 
■of Frederic m. the empire sunk to its lowest point, the 
emperor being, from that period, in the eyes of Europe 
nothing more than & German monarch, instead of being 
admitted to a supremo position among the European powers. 
Frederic UI. reigned fiily-tbree years — a longer period than 
any of bis predecessors, and his peisonal character was more 
insignificant : he reigned during an interesting age, and with 
better fortune than could be expected, he escaped every 
attempt to depose him. 

The first important event in this reign was the third great 
council for the reformation ' of the church, held at Basle, 
from 1431 to 1448- This celebrated council condemned 
many Eoman Catholic practices, deposed pope Eugeniue IV., 
and elected Felix V. in his stead, A war took place between 
the emperor and some of the Swiss cantons, in which he was 
assisted by Charles VII. of France, who sent the dauphin, 
with forty thousand men, into Germany, where he defeated 
the Swiss with great slaughter. 

In 1451 Frederic III. visited Italy, where he received th«.i 
Lombard crown, although it no longer conveyed any powoR 
Ho then proceeded to Rome, where he married Eleanors, 
sister of the king of Portu^, and received the imperitd 
crown from Nicholas V. On bis return to his dominions he 
became involved in a dispute with the Hungarians, whose 
young king LadislauB, eon of the late emperor Albert IL, 
bad been placed under his guardianship. Frederic 
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compelled to give up Ladislaiis, whom he had detained at bi» 
couit, and to restore the crown and regalia which were in 
his possession. The young king of Hungary was thea 
crowned at Buda, and at Prague, 1463. 

The extinction of the Eoman Empire in the East, and the 
appearance of the victorious crescent upon the Danube, filled all 
the princes of Christendom with dismay. A valiant resistance 
was made against the Turks by a famous Hungarian general, 
named John Hunniades, who, having received a reinforcement 
of German troops, gained several great battles, and at length 
raised the siege of Belgrade, winning a glorious victory, 1466«^ 

After the death of Ladislaus in 1647, George von Pondie- 
brad was created king of Bohemia, and Matthias Corvinus, 
king of Hungary. The emperor contested these nominations, 
and a civil war ensued. The emperor, being driven from 
Austria by Matthias, was compelled to submit to a disgraceful 
peace. The Turks, under Mahomet II., still continued to 
disturb the peace of Europe; they invaded the Austrian 
territories, and a crusade was preached against them by the^ 
pope. 

During this reign lived a very powerful European noble- 
man, called Charles- the Bold, duke of Burgundy. His domi- 
nions were almost equal to those of one of the European 
sovereigns. They comprehended all the Netherlands, the 
duchy of Burgundy, Artois, and Tranche Comt^ ; and he had 
only one daughter, Mary of Burgundy, who was heiress to all 
these possessions. The king of Prance viewed this illua- 
ladous prince as a rival, and coveted his dominions : war took 
place between them, and Charles was defeated and killed at 
the battle of Nancy, 1477. The duchy of Burgundy was 
soon after seized by the king of Prance, but the young 
princess Mary still remained the richest heiress in Europe. 
The Plemings, exasperated by their injuries, and fearing tiie 
Prench yoke, determined to m^rry her to Maximilian, the 
son of the emperor Prederic III. Mary was quite willing to 
accept Maximilian as her husband, for he was the handsomest 
youth of his day, and she is said to have seen him at an 
earlier period at Treves ; he also surpassed aU other knights 
in chiyalnc feats; was modest, gentle, and amiable. The 
marriage was resolved upon, and Maximilian hastened to 
Ghent for the bridal festival, clothed in silver armour, with 
his long blond locks crowned with a bridegroom's wreath^ 
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r adorned with precious atones. He was met by Mary npon 
his entrance into the city, and the youthfnl pair knelt in the 
public street, and sank into each other's anns. "Welcome 
art thou to me, thou noble German !" sail! the young d 

I "whom I hsTB BO long desired and now behold with de- 

light." 

This marrj^e, which took place in 1477, is of f^eat im- 
portance in the history of Genaony ; aa by it the Low 
Countries became the inheritance of the house of Austria, 
and was the cause of a long eeriea of wars, the most cele- 
brated that ever desolated Europe, Mary of Burgundy died 
about four years after lier marriage, leaving behind her two ■ 
children, PhOip and Margaret. I 

An alliance was formed, in 1482, by Fredeiie IIX with J 
the king of Eoheuiia, against Matthias of Hungary, who, 
suffering a, defeat, laid siege to Vienna, and the city fell into J 
his hands ; and the emjieror, for a time, was obliged to lead I 
a wandering life. Afi«r the death of their duchess, the J 
Flemings revolted against Maximilian ; an insurrection, 1 

I fomented by the king of France, took place in Ghent, Tprfes, 

and Bruges ; MaximiJian was seized by the mob, and impri- | 

I soned in the iatter city, 1488. The emperor advanced with 

an army, and he obtained his release by signing an agreement 
not to interfere with the rights of tiio citizens. After hia 
release he repaired to the church, and, after offering up his 
thanksgiving, exclaimed to the by-standcra, " We are now at , 
peace !" ■ 

The death of Frederic m. took place at Lintz, in 1493; J 
he was then in his aeveaty-ninth year, and the chief weight ' 
of the government had rested upon his son Maximilian for 
soma time previously- The famous device of Austria, 
AKLO.U., was first used by Frederic III., who adopted it 
on his plate, books, and buildings. These initials stand for 
Ausiiioi est Imperare Orli Vniveno: ahold assumption for 
a man who was not safe in his own dominions. He confirmed 
the archi-ducnl title of his family, and bestowed other privi- 
leges above other princes of the empim. The free cities had 
now made much progress ; they were admitted to a plac 
the diets ; and the inhabitants of those cities appear to hava" I 
preserved their respect for the emperor, and gave him less f 
■,han Ilia other subjects. 
e of Maximilian forms one of the most important i 
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epoclis in the history of Germany ; it was an age marked by 
the progress of literature, by great improvements in the art 
of war, and, most of all, by the commencement of the 
Eeformation, by which the false system of Home was 
superseded by a purer fedth. Maximilian had been elected 
In Tig of the Romans during his father's life, and, on Ms 
decease, was invested with the imperial dignity by the unani- 
mous consent of the electors. He soon after married Bianca 
Maria, sister to the duke of Milan, a woman of a cold and 
haughty disposition, with very few personal charms. 

At this period the king of France had commenced aggres- 
sions in Italy ; he had reduced ^^Taples and entered Home in 
triumph. A league was accordingly formed against him by the 
emperor, the pope, and Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain. 
Maximilian took this opportunity to negotiate a marriage 
between his son Philip and the infanta, Joanna. The arch- 
duke was young and handsome ; but his brutality, caprice, 
and disorderly conduct rendered his beautiful and accomplished 
wife, who was tenderly attached to him, very unhappy. After 
a few years Phihp died almost suddenly, and from that time 
Joanna remained in a state of profound melancholy, and, to 
serve political purposes, was kept in close captivity for the 
remainder of her life — a period of fifty years — ^under a pre- 
tence of insanity. Maximilian's daughter, Margaret, was 
also iHiited to the infant, Don Juan. The alliance of the 
house of Hapsburg with that of Castile proved of great 
advantage to the family of Maximilian, as it subsequently 
brought the crown of Spain into his illustrious house. 

At the Diet of Worms, which was assembled in 1495, 
Maximilian laboured diligently to promote the union and 
peace of the empire ; he endeavoured to unite the ten circles 
of Germany into a league, over which the emperor was to 
preside, but was unable to carry his design into executioiL 
The empire remained one confused mass of electorates, 
duchies, earldoms, bishoprics, abbeys, imperial free towns, 
and estates of the nobiHty, which refused to yield to one 
another, and jealously asserted their independence. 

The Swiss began to make hojstile incursions into tbet 
Austrian territories, and Maximilian ordered a large army to 
rendezvous near Constance, whence they sallied out, in small 
detachments, to pillage the castles and villages around ; but 
at length the imperialists were defeated, and Maximilian was 



compelled to negotiate a. peace, by wliicli SwiUerland i 
f[imlly Geparated icom the empire, 1600- 

Moximilian undertook an expedition into Italy, in order to j 
take possession o£ Milan, and to be crowned by the pope } 1 
being refused a passage through the valley of Trent, h 
uOttipelled to return, and being unable to reach Bome, h 
crowned by the archbishop of Salzburg, with the title of i 
" Roman emperor elected," which appellation has ever s: 
. been assumed by his auccessois. In 1608 the emperor joined 
the league of Cambray, a confederacy formed by Popo 
Julius II. with the kings of Trance and Arragon and the 
princes of Italy against the proud repubhc of Venice. Cease- 
less intrigues and wars were carried on between the emperor 
and the French. Some of his forces sorrod in the English 
army, at the Battle of Spurs, in which the French were 
defeated. AAer the death of Louis XII. peace vas concluded 
with the French. 

The great work of the Eeforraation was brought about in 
Germany under the folZowing circumstances. Popo Leo X. 
published a general sale of indulgences, in order to raise 
money for the completion of St. Peter's at Bome. An agent 
of the pope, named John Tetzel, was employed to sell these 
indulgences to the people in Gormany. This traffic was one 
of the worst practices ever introduced by papal authority, for 
they were said to absolve those who purchased them from all 
their sins, serving also as a release to the dead from the pains 
of pur^tory. They were first invented by Urban II., as a 
recompence for those engaged in the crasades. The sale of 
these indulgences in Germany awakened the indignation of 
Martin Luther, an Augustine friar, professor of theology at 
"Wittemberg TTniversity, Luther wrote and preached against 
them, and at length affixed his celebrated Thesis to the 
church door of Wittemberg, 1517- Leo X. auminoned the 
dai'ing monk to appear at Home; but being supported by 
Frederic the Wise, elector of Saxony, his cause was appointed 
to be tried in Germany by Cai'dioal Cajetan. In 1518 the 
diet of Augsburg was opened, at which Luther appeared 
under the safe-conduct of the emperor. Cajetan demanded 
bis recantation, but be refiised to comply ; he was, howevM 
permitted to retire. At this diet Maxiiniiian endeuvourod tc 
induce the electors to choose his grandson Charles as his si 
cessor, hut was unable to obtain his desire. Mortifies 
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a chill, taken by spending a cold winter's night in his carriages 
outside the gates of Innsbruck, brought on a fever, of wljich 
he died January, 1519. 

Maximilian instituted an Aulic Council at Vienna, com- 
prised of judges appointed by himself. The Germanic consti- 
tution may be reckoned as complete, as to all its essential 
characteristics, in this reign. The law of nations was first 
taught in Germany, and grew out of the public law of the 
empire. 
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Albert II., duke of Aus- 
triaelected, being also 
king of Hungary and 
Bohemia a.d. 

Hungary ravagedbythe 
Turks 

Frederic III. of Austria 
elected emperor 

The emperor Frederic 
III. crowned at 
!Rome 

Siege of Belgrade 

Frederic gives up the 
throne of Hungary, 
but retains the title 
of king 



»> 



»» 



>» 



>» 



}) 



1438 
1438 
1440 



1451 
1456 



1463 



Marriage of Maximilian 
with Mary of Bur- 
gundy 

Frederic III. driven 
from Vienna by Mat- 
thias of Hungary ... 

Death of Mary of Bur 
gundy 

Accession of Maximi- 
lian I 

Switzerland separated 
from the empire 

League of Cambray ... 

Battle of Spurs 

The Keformation com« 
menced by Luther ... 



A.D. 1477 



9» 



*» 



»» 



*» 



if 



*» 



9» 



148!^ 

1482 

1493 

1500 
150$ 
1513 

1517 



CHAPTEE X. 
GHABLES V.~-FSOGS£SS OF THE BEFOSUATIOir. 

FROM 1519—1558. 

Thb death of Maximilian threw all Europe into agitation. 
Francis L of France, and Charles of Spain, were the chief 
competitors for the imperial crown. The electors, fearing the 
power of both, resolved to place Frederic the Wise, duke of 
Saxony, on the tlirone ; but he nobly refused the honour, and 
Charles was elected and crowned at Aix-la-Chapelle, 1619- 
Charles and Francis had conducted their rivalry in a fiiendly 
spirit, but when the latter saw the preference given to his 
rival, a deadly animosity broke out, which was destined to 
disturb the peace of their respective countries. 




Charles V., son of the arclidiike Pliilip and Joanna of 
Castile, wai bom at Ghent, where he passed the greater part 
of his early yeare ; lie ivaa appointed governor of tho Low 
Countries at the age of sixteen, and oa the death of Ferdinand 
■of Spain, in 1517, he was recognised as king of that toimtry, 
"When he ascended the imperial throne, hia dominions were 
huger than ajiy Europe had seen sinee the days of Charle- 
magno, His possessions included the German empire, Spain, 
IJaples, Flanders, and other parts of the Burgundian lands, 
and ho drew inexhaustible revenues from the !New Worl^ 
which had recently been added to the crown of Spain. Ho is 
said to liave boasted that the sun never set on his dominions j 
11 Persian ambassador addressed him as the " monarch pro- 
tected by tho sun." He bore two globes on hia escutcheon; 
his motto was " Nondum." 

The first act of Charlea's adminiatration was to assemble au 
imperial diet at Worms, in order to concert measures for 
opposing the progress of Luther's opinions, which were repre- 
sented as disturbing the peace of Germany. The noble 
reformer appeared at that assembly, under protection of a safe- 
conduct iromthe emperor, 1521. The excitement was intense 
when Luther entered the council chamber, the hall was 
crowded to excess, and he was well-nigh exhausted by the 
heat before he was Buffered to begin his defenca Being 
desired to retract, he firmly replied, " Unless fully convineed 
by the testimony of Scripture, I neither can nor will retract 
anything." The members of the diet were bo incensed that 
they urged the emperor to violate the safe-conduct which he 
had granted. Charles refused, saying " that if faith were 
iMnished from all the rest of the world, it ought to find an 
asylum among princes," and Luther was permitted to retire, 
but put to the ban of the empire. 

The first wiir between Charles and the long of France 
commenced in 1521. An aid of 20,000 foot and iOOO horse 
was granted to the emperor in his expedition to Rome, but 
the diet endeavoured to prevent him from interfering in tho 
affaire of Italy, by stipulating that these troops were only to 
be employed as an escort, and not for the purpose of aggws- 
sion. The French were driven from Lombardy ; Francis led 
an army into Italy ia order to retrieve his losses, entered 
Milan, and laid siege to Pavia. Confident of succeEs, he had 
■tached a considerable part of his army to invade the kingdi 
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of Naples, and the main body was wasted by the fatigues of the- 
siege and the rigour of the season. It was now attacked by the 
imperial generals Bourbon, Lannoy, and Pescara ; and Francis 
was defeated in the conflict and taken prisoner, 1525. Milan.' 
was instantly abandoned, and, after a few weeks, there was 
scarcely a Frenchman left in Italy. The emperor concealed 
his exultation at the defeat of his rival, and forbade any 
pubHc rejoicmgs in his dominions, observing that aU victories 
over fellow-Christians were rather objects of mourning than 
of mirth ; he was unwilling, however, to prove his sincerity 
by the release of his illustrious captive, for he suffered him 
to remain in close confinement for nearly a year, and proposed 
such severe terms as the price of his liberty, that it is said 
that the French monarch was with difficulty restrained from 
putting an end to his own existence. At length, the em- 
peror thought proper to abate part of his demands, and 
Francis obtained his liberty on condition of ceding Burgundy 
and other territories, and delivering up his two sons as^ 
hostages. 

A second war broke out with France in 1527. The pope 
absolved Francis from his oath to the emperor, against whom 
a confederacy was formed, called the Holy League. Italy 
once more became the battle-field; and the Imperialists, 
under the command of the duke of Bourbon, reduced MUan, 
and laid siege to Eome. His attempt upon that city cost him 
his life; but his followers soon scaled the walls, sacrificed 
the unfortunate inhabitants to their resentment, and impri- 
soned the pope in the castle of St. Angelo. Clement VII. 
only obtained his liberty at last by paying a large sum for 
ransom ; and he was even kept a prisoner at large until he 
had surrendered to the emperor all the important citadels 
and towns belonging to the church. The emperor secretly 
rejoiced at his triumph, but considered it prudent to conceal 
his joy, and pretended that the treatment the pope had 
received did not meet with his approval. Peace was restored 
to Europe by the treaty of Cambray, 1529, by which Francis 
consented to resign all his claims to Lombardy, Flanders, 
and Artois, and to pay two millions of crowns as the 
ransom of his sons ; and the emperor ceased to demand the 
restitution of Burgundy. This treaty is called the Ladies^ 
Peace, as having been negotiated by Louisa, the mother of" 
Francis, and Margaret of Austria, the emperor's aunt- 
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Cliarles was crowned king of Lombatdy and emperor of the 
Komans by pope Cleiaent VII., at Bologna ; lie then returned 
to hia empire, whic.t was at that time distracted hy the 
contentions of the Eomisli church and the Lutherans, 

The Iteformation had made great progress in Germany 
during the Italiaa wars, and Charles desired to stop the 
spreading of the new tenets, and prohihited the exercise of 
any other religion tlian that of Popory, on pain of severe 
punishment. He commissioned his hrother Ferdinand, at a 
diet held at Spires in 1529, to declare all former decrees for 
liberty of action in religious matters to be null and Toid, 
This decree was so offensive to the Lutherans, that six sove- 
reign princes of Geimany, and fourteen ftee cities, solemnly 
protested against it : from this protest the reforraere of all 
eiiadcs were called Protestants. On the return of Charles, he 
assisted at the Diet of Augsburg, at which the Protestants 
presented the celebrated Confession of Av^shurg, drawn up 
by Melancthon, and signed hy all the Protestant princes and 
deputies trom the Protestant free cities. 1630. An imperial 
decree was published, forbidding the reformers to propagate 
their doctrines ; and the Protestant princes united in the 
league of Schnmlkalden, supported hy France and England, 
After making some unsucccsstul efforts, Charles was compelled 
to yield and grant the Protestants liberty of conscience, in 
return for their aid against the Turks, who had ravaged and 
desolated Hungary dm'ing the whole of his reign. 

In 1S36, Charles undertook an expedition into Africa, 
■where he reduced the fortress of Goletta, conquered the 
famous corsair Barbarossa, entered Tunis, and liberated 20,000 
Christian slaves. The kijig of France took advantage of hia 
absence to revive his pretensions to Italy ; and the third 
French war broke out in that year, Francis ravaged Savoy, 
captured Turin, and attempted to surprise Genoa. Upon his 
return, the emperor retalia.ted by ravaging Champagne and 
Picardy, but was at length obliged to retire, and peace was 
lestored in 1538- 

In 1539) the citizens of Ghent revolted on account of 
a ta.^ imposed upon them to pay the expenses of the 
emperor's wars. Charles marched with a large araiy to- 
wards that city: the citizens, alanned at his approach, 
offered to throw open the gates. Charles replietl that he 

add appear among tliem " as a sovereisii and a judge, witb 
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the sceptre and the sword." Twenty-six of the principal 
citizens were beheaded in the market-place; many others 
were imprisoned or banished; the public treasures were 
seized ; tie arms and ammunition taken away, and the forti- 
fications of the town demolished. 

Having re-established his authority in the Netherlands, 
Charles was obliged to turn his attention to the affairs of 
Germany. The Protestants had demanded a general council, 
but the emperor, unwilling to comply with their request, 
permitted a conference to be held at Eatisbon; but little 
good was effected at the diet, which was adjourned to a future 
period. Charles then set off, on what proved an unfor- 
tunate expedition, to Algiers ; he had scarcely landed in Bar- 
bary ere a violent storm arose, which scattered his fleet and 
dashed the greater part of it to pieces. Having re-embarked 
with the little band of soldiers still left him, he was over- 
taken by another storm ; but he bore his misfortunes with 
fortitude, freely exposing himself to every kind of danger, 
till he reached Cape Metafuz, 1541. 

The misfortunes of Charles encouraged the king of France to 
renew hostilities ; and the fourth war broke out between the 
rivals in 1542. Francis made formidable preparations : five 
armies were soon ready to take the field under as many different 
generals ; Charles having made some concessions to the Pro- 
testants, obtained their support, as well as that of Henry VIII. 
of England, with whom he threatened to divide the king- 
dom of France, after its conquest. Several battles were fought : 
the Imperialists were defeated at Ceresuola, 1544; and at 
length peace was concluded at Crespy, near Meaux, by whicli 
it was agreed that all recent conquests should be restored ; a 
secret article of this treaty was an agreement with Francis to 
exterminate heresy in their dominions. 

The next great event was the meeting of the Council of 
Trent, in December, 1545. This was the last general council 
until the great (Ecumenical Council of the present century. 
Its legality was not acknowledged by the Protestants, as it was 
convoked to condemn, and not to examine, their opinions. 
It declared the Apocrypha of equal authority with the Bible, 
and confirmed most of the abuses which had crept into the 
church; its decrees were received in the Catholic part of 
Germany, in Italy, and Poland, but not in Hungary or 
France, and only partially in Spain and Portugal. This 
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mncil was finally dissolved in December, 1563' Instead of 
'ifying the false system of Kome, and uniting the Chtia- 
j world, its decrees have more clearly separated the 
'Catholics from tho Protestants. 

War again hroko ont between Charles and the Protestant 
princes who had united in the Sehmalkalden League — heuoe 
called the Sehmalkalden War — wliich lasted from 1546 to 
1&S6. The principal Protestant leaders were Frederic, the 
elector of Saxony; Philip, landgrave of Hesse; the duke 
of Wiirtemberg ; and the prince of Anhalt, The battle of 
Muhlberg was fought 1547- Charles came suddenly upon 
Saxonsj a thick fog, which had concealed his movements, 
dispersed, and the sun shone forth with a splendour 
rhich encouit^ed the imperialists, while it disheartened the 
lemy. Charles puisuiid the elector of Saxony, and after 
skirmish of three houra arrested his march in a wood, and 
4«a engagement took place. The elector, at the head of a, 
chosen band, gave great proofs irf valour, and endeavoured 
to cut hia way through the enemy, and retire into the 
forest ; he was at length surrounded on all sides ; exhausted 
withfetiguo, and wounded in the face, ho surrendered himself 
a prisoner. He was conducted to the emperor, who received 
llis illustrious captive with a revengeful spirit, unworthy of a 
■conqueror. As the elector advanced to kiss his hand, and said, 
""Most powerful and gracious emperor ! the fortune of war has 
Mndered me your prisoner, and I hope to be treated — " 
Charles interrupted him, by indignantly exclaiming, " I am 
(WW your gracious emperor; lately you could only vouchsafe 
ma the title of Charles of Ghent!" and, tumbg away 
abi'uptly, consigned him to the custody of a Spanish general. 
The victory was piu^ihased with the loss of only iifty men ; 
while the Saxon army was totally dispersed. 

Charles then advanced to Wittemberg, the capital of tlie 

electorate. That town was bravely defended by laaboUa of 

the elector's wife. Charles had the meanness to 

[ten the life of her husband, unless the town aurren- 

the heroic woman was compelled to submit, and agree 

to the emperor's terras. Charles then made a trium|j!ittl entry 

into Wittemberg, where ho visited the louib of Luther, ' 

died in 1546. When urged to dishonoi*- 

great reformer, Charles rephed, " I wi 

but mth the living : suffer him to rep 

leady before his Judge i" 
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Charles summoned a diet to meet at Augsburg, which he- 
opened with all the parade of a conqueror ; he then issued 
the articles known by the name of the Interim. These 
doctrines, which were a moderated form of Boman Catholi- 
cism, gave great dissatisfaction. The Protestants thought too 
little indijlgence was granted; the Roman Catholics, too 
much. Charles had at this time two of the great Protestant 
leaders in his power, which much provoked the ire of the 
German princes ; other arbitrary and unjust measures began 
to render him very unpopular, and his favourite scheme of 
the Interim was still rejected, especially by the citizens of 
Magdeburg. An imperial army was sent against that city 
tinder prince Maurice, upon whom the electorate of Saxony 
had been bestowed. This prince had acted with great 
treachery towards the Protestants, for although not a member 
of the confederacy, he professed much sympathy with the 
cause, and he was now in the emperor's confidence. After a 
siege of twelve months Magdeburg surrendered. Prince 
Maurice, who now began to see the unjust and tyrannical 
measures of Charles, once more united with the Protestants, 
and entered into a plot to withstand his despotism. 

Having entered into a treaty with Henry II. oi France, 
Maurice proceeded to carry his plans into execution- He 
sent an embassy, in which many of the German princes 
joined, to the emperor, who was then at Innsbruck, demand- 
ing the release of the landgrave of Hesse. The apphcation 
was refused, the emperor httle thinking of the plot which 
had been laid against him. At length Maurice marched with 
a large army to Innsbruck, and Charles, receiving the alarm- 
ing news of his approach late one night, made his escape a 
few hours before the enemy entered the city ; he was carried 
in a litter across the Alps, by roads almost impassable, in the 
midst of a storm. He reached Villach, in Carinthia, in safety; 
but having left much of his property behind, it was given up 
by prince Maurice to pillage. While in this retreat, matters 
were arranged with the Protestant princes : the landgrave of 
Hesse regained his Uberty ; the Protestants were allowed the free 
exercise of their religion ; and the ancient constitution was 
re-established. This was followed by the treaty of Passau, by 
which the conditions were somewhat altered. This memorable 
treaty set limits to the authority of Charles, and overturned 
the form of government which he had spent so many yeara 
in establishing, 1552. 
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Charles had no sooner made peace with the Protestants 
than he resolved to attempt the recovery of the bishoprics of 
Metz, Toul, and Verdun. He accordingly levied an army of 
sixty thousand men, and having bribed Albert of Branden- 
burg to join bim, laid siege to Metz ; after sixty days before 
the walls, and losing upwards of thirty thousand men, ho 
was compelled to retire. His influence also declined in Italy, 
and exasperated at these disasters, he retired into the Low 
Countries, and besieged and captured Terouane and Hesdin, 
1564. In Italy the imperial arms had very little success, 
and the Turks continued their depredations in Hungary. 
After the war had been carried on for some time, a truce was 
concluded between the emperor and the king of France, on 
condition that both parties should retain the territories which 
they held at present. This peace put an end to the fifth and 
last war between the emperor and the French. 

Charles V., who was the most enterprising prince of his 
age, and who had evinced a most insatiable thirst for power, 
now began to tire of the toils of government ; he had also 
become subject to fits of despondency. He accordingly re- 
called his son PhiHp, who had been recently united in mar- 
riage to Mary, queen of England, in order to publicly resign 
his hereditary dominions into his hands. He assembled the 
Flemish nobles in the hall of the palace at Brussels, and 
seated himself for the last time on a chair of state ; he then 
explained the reasons of his resignation, which he stated to 
be broken health and growing iiinnities ; at the conclusion 
of his speech, he gave his benediction to Philip, embraced 
him with great fervour, and sank into his chair exhausted 
with fatigue, and affected at the tears shed by the audience, 
and the regret they testified at losing their sovereign. A few 
weeks after, the emperor also ceded to Philip the Spanish 
crown, with all its territories in the Old and New World, 
reserving himself only an annual pension of one hundred 
thousand ducats. 

After making some ineffectual attempts to secure the elec- 
tion of his son Philip, Charles made a formal resignation of 
the empire to his brother Ferdinand, and set out for Spain 
with a retinue of twelve faithful followers, 1556. He retired 
to the monastery of Yuste, in Estramadura ; this retreat was 
situated in a valley, watered by a small brook, and surrounded 
by rising grounds, covered with lofty trees. A sr 
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ing had been annexed to the monastery, consisting of six 
rooms ; four of them in the form of friars* cells, with naked 
•walls ; and the other two hung with brown cloth, and fur- 
nished in a most simple manner. He lived in retirement for 
two years, devoting much of his time to religious exercises 
and superstitious ceremonies ; he is said to have celebrated 
his own funeral Some historians tell us that he still con- 
tinued to exert much influence in public . afiairs, and many 
diplomatic notes were despatched from his monkish apart- 
ments. 

He died on the 21st of September, 1658» in the fiffcy-ninth. 
year of his age ; his remains were interred at Granada, but 
afterwards removed to the Escurial by order of Philip IV. 
He had governed Spain for forty years, and was one of the 
most renowed German emperors ; he was a great statesman 
and brave warrior, but cruel and revengeful to his foes. He 
boasted that the first object of his ambition had been to 
maintain the interests of Christianity. But his religious zeal 
was a mistaken one, for he was a relentless persecutor of the 
Protestants; by his war with the princes of Germany he 
much retarded the progress of the Eeformation, and in the 
Low Countries he caused thousands of his Protestant subjects 
to be put to death for their religious opinions ; between 1520 
and 1560 he published a series of laws to the effect that 
those who were convicted of heresy should be beheaded, 
burned alive, or buried alive. Capital punishment was to be 
inflicted on those who bought or sold heretical books. His 
last advice to his son was to recommend him to show no 
favour to heretics, that they should all be put to death, and 
to uphold the Inquisition as the best means of accomplishing 
that end. 

CHRONOLOGICAL SUMMJiRY. 
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CHAPTER XL 

TEBBINANB I. AND HIS SUCCESSOBS. 

9 

FROM 1558—1618. 

Ferdinand I., brother of Charles V., had spent the chief 
part of his youth in Spain, where he devoted much of his 
time to study. On his marriage with the princess Anne of 
Hungary, he received all the German territories of the house 
of Austria. Having gained the favour of the German princes, 
they willingly conferred on him the imperial title ; but the 
pope refused to admit of the abdication of Charles, or the 
election of his brother, because both events had taken place 
without his concurrence. This, however, very little affected 
Ferdinand, for he considered the ancient custom of going to 
Rome to receive the imperial crown as obsolete. In 1569 
Pius IV. being raised to the papacy, the imperial dignity re- 
ceived the papal sanction the following year. Soon after tho 
pope published a bull for renewing the Council of Trent; 
princes, prelates, and ambassadors were invited from all 
countries in Europe. 

This measure induced the Protestant princes to assemble at 
Neumberg in Saxony ; thither the pope sent two nuncios, to • 
invite them to the council. They received the ambassadors 
with politeness, but refused to attend the council convoked 
by the pope, and declared their intention of adhering to tho 
confession of Augsburg. The emperor convoked a diet at 
Frankfort, where his son Maximilian, who had already re- 
ceived the crown of Bohemia, was unanimously elected king 
of the Romans. The emperor took this opportunity of 
attempting to persuade the Protestants to submit to tho 
Council of Trent, but finding them resolved to remain firm in 
their opinions, ho endeavoured to conciliate them by effecting 
a reformation of some of those abuses in the Romish church 
of which they complained ; but the pope would not allow tho 
council to recognise his interference, as he affirmed it belonged 
to Ms own peculiar province. The council was finally dis- 
solved the following year. 

The Turkish war, and the devastation of Hungary, con- 
tinued till 1562 ; when a truce was concluded with tiuitan 
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Solyman the Magnificent, the emperor agreeing to become a 
vassal to the Porfce. 

Ferdinand died in 1564, in the sixty-first year of his age. 
he was famed for his equity, prudence, munificence, and 
unwearied application to business. Though zealously attached 
to the Eoman Catholic religion, he treated the Protestants 
with toleration, and made many attempts to heal the divisions 
in the church; his remains were interred at Prague, neax 
those of his consort, to whom he was devotedly attached. 

Maximilian II., a mild and sagacious prince, succeeded his 
father on the imperial throne. Before his accession he had gained 
great popularity in Germany, by the favour he had shown 
the Protestants ; but as he was unwilling to embrace their 
doctrines himself, they were exposed to fearful persecutions 
under his successor. Although a great lover of peace, lie 
became involved in a war with the Turks, the sultan having 
infribged the treaty entered into during the last reign. 
Maximilian marched at the head of a large army info 
Styria, where Solyman had invested Zigeth, the capitaL 
The Turks were thrown into consternation by the sudden 
death of the sultan during the siege, and the place soon 
after surrendered. A truce was then concluded between the 
emperor and the Turks for twelve years, 1667. 

After procuring his eldest son Kudolph to be elected king 
of the Komans, and acknowledged as his successor to the 
crowns of Hungary and Bohemia, Maximilian made prepara- 
tions to assert the claim of his second son to the kingdom of 
Poland; but ere his plans could be carried into effect, lie 
was seized with an illness which terminated his life, 
1576. Maximilian II. is described as one of the most 
amiable of the German emperors ; he was so methodical in 
his arrangements, that every hour had its appointed work ; 
every day, after dinner, he gave audience to the meanest of 
his subjects, so desirous was he of promoting their welfare. 
The manners of the people were much improved during this 
reign, and he left the empire in a flourishing condition. 

Although Kudolph II. inherited many of his father's 
virtues, he proved himself unfit for the high position which he 
held. He was unwilling to devote his attention to the govern- 
ment of the empire, and fixed his residence at Prague, where 
he gave his whole thoughts to his horses, to the collection of 
natural curiosities and pictures, and to the study of astronomy, 
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chemistry, and mechamcs ; he filled his palace vith scientific 
men ; and frequently spent whole days at the shops of dock- 
makers, turners, and others. He also passed many hoois in lus 
•stahles ; and often went thither in the dress of a groom to 
avoid observation. He was assisted in his astronomical studies 
by Tycho Brahe, and Kepler. 

Eudolph rendered himself unpopular by laying the Aus- 
trian Protestants under several restrictions in the exercise of 
their religion. At this time the Jesuits were spreading 
themselves over the Catholic world, and had found their way 
into Germany. They were a new monastic order, founded by 
Ignatius Loyola in the previous century, and they laboured 
jsealously in the service of the papacy, endeavouring to in- 
gratiate themselves in the favour of the principal European 
sovereigns, taking a very considerable part in all public 
affairs. They made use of every art, and employed every 
weapon, against the Eeformed religion. 

lie Turks violated the truce concluded with the late em- 
peror, and made an incursion into Hungary, ravaging the 
country with fire and sword. Eudolph sent out an army of 
40,000 men, and the Turks were defeated with great loss ; 
twelve castles were recovered, and a large number of Christians 
released from slavery. This war was carried on, with various 
success, for about nine years, when peace was again concluded 
between the emperor and sultan, by which it was agreed 
that the Turks should forbear from making incursions on the 
Christians ; that both parties should mutually send presents 
to each other every three years; that they should retain 
their respective conquests ; and that they should not attack 
each other, on any pretence, during the term of twenty 
years. 

In 1606 the states of Hungary elected Matthias, the em- 
peror's brother, as their king, who, in return, granted the 
people full liberty of conscience, and many other privileges. 
Matthias was next persuaded to march into Bohemia at the 
head of a numerous army ; and Rudolph, in order to avoid 
the horrors of a civil war, yielded to him Austria and 
Hungary, and even promised to secure him in the succession 
to the crown of Bohemia, in which kingdom the Reformed 
religion had taken deep root 

The Protestant princes of the empire being desirous of 
-securing and extending their privileges, and their dema? 
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being refused, fonnecl a confederacy, under the elector pala- 
tine Frederic V., son-in-law of James I. of England : thia 
alliance, entered into 1608, was called the Evangelical Union. 
It was opposed by another, formed to protect the Roman 
Catholic faith, called the Catholic League, headed by Maxi- 
milian, duke of Bavaria, in which foreign as well as German, 
princes joined. The disputed succession to the duchies of 
Cleves, Juliers, and Berg, set these two great parties int 
array against each otjier; and the empire was threatened 
with a furious civil war. On the death of the duke of these 
territories, several competitors for the succession arose. The 
emperor summoned them to appear before him, but two of 
the principal united their arms against him, and were sup- 
ported by the elector palatine and the other princes of the 
Evangelical Union, The elector of Saxony, who was one of the 
claimants, and the members of the Roman Catholic League, 
espoused the emperor's cause. Henry IV., king of France,, 
was about to interfere in this quarrel, glad" of an excuse to 
humble the power of the house of Austria, when his design, 
was frustrated by his assassination ; and the empire remained 
tranquil for a short time. 

New disputes arose between the emperor and his brother 
Matthias, and at length he was driven from his empire and 
compelled to abdicate. He was permitted to retain posses- 
sion of his favourite palace at Prague, where he lived in 
melancholy seclusion for a short time. He died in 1611, in 
the fifty-ninth year of his age, and was buried in the 
cathedral of Prague. 

An interregnum of six months took place, during whicli 
the party spirit in the religious factions continued in all its- 
violence, but without any serious outbreak ; the empire was 
like a volcano on the eve of an irruption, for it was soon to 
be the scene of one of the most terrible conflicts recorded on 
the pages of hisJiory. 

In 1612; Matthias, brother of Rudolph, was elected em- 
peror, but not without some opposition; he fixed his resi- 
dence at Vienna, and made some exertions to secure the 
tranquillity of his empire. He summoned a diet in order to 
obtain support for the Turkish war, but, being refused sup- 
plies, was compelled to continue the truce. The empire was- 
now divided into three distinct parties — Catholics, Lutherans, 
and Calvinists — each animated with religious hatred, and 




ready to take up aims against eacli other on the Elighteat 
pretext. 

In order to strangthen hia authority, the emperor procured 
the election of his cousin, Ferdinand of Grata, duku of 
Stiria, whom, he intended as his successor in the empire, as 
king of Hungary and Bohemia, 1617- Ferdinand was 
crowned at Prague, where he arrived with his Jesuitical 
cotmaelloia. He soon after left the government of Pkihemia 
in the hands of Slawata, a pervert irom Frotestantisni, and 
Martioitz, and went on a pilgrimage to Loreto, and there 
bound himself by a vow to extirpate all heresy in his domi- 
nions. He then proceaded to Eome, where he waB conse- 
crated by pope Clement VII., who exhorted him to carry oi ' 
hia Btrict Jesuitical rule iu his kingdom. 
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CHAPTEK XII. 

F THE THIETT YEASS' WAS, TO THE 
DEATH OF GU8TATDS AOOLFHUS. 

FROM 1618—1632. 



Upon the return of Ferdinand to Bohemia, he baniahed altfl 
Protcatant preachers and schoolmasters, and iaaued an order toM 
shut up the now churches which the Protestants had erected^ 
at Braunau and Kloatcrgrab, prohibiting their worship^J 
Theso proceedings produced an outbreak at Prague, thsf 
obnoxious ministers Slawata, Martinitz, and their secretary I 
Fabricins, were, at the instigation of Count Thurn, thrown I 
out of the window of the council-chamber in the Hradchin, | 
my 23, 1618- 

From this day is dated the commencement of the Thirty I 
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Years' War, the greatest of all religions wars, and the longest 
and most terrible in the history of modem Europe. The 
Jesuits were immediately expelled by the Bohemian estates, 
imder the direction of Count Thum, which example was fol- 
lowed by other provinces. 

During these commotions the emperor Matthias died. 
Ferdinand IL was elected 1619 ; he was bigoted and tyran- 
nical, and one of the most unpopular princes of the house of 
Austria. Upon his election to the empire, the Bohemians re- 
nounced their allegiance, and bestowed their crown upon 
Frederic V. elector-palatine. Soon after Bethlem Gabor was 
proclaimed king of Hungary by the Hungarian Protestants. 
The Eoman Catholic princes espoused the cause of Ferdinand, 
and the Protestants that of Frederic. In 1619 Count Thnm 
and Bethlem Gabor laid siege to Vienna, but were compelled 
to retire. In 1620 was fought the bcUtle of the White Moun- 
iain, near Prague, the troops of Frederic were defeated, 4000 
Bohemians feU, while of the imperialists and soldiers 6f the 
Roman Catholic League only a few hundred were killed. The 
unfortunate prince fled by night from the capital with his wife 
and the chief oflGicers of his army, leaving his crown behind 
him. Prague surrendered to the victors, while Bethlem 
'Gabor consented to resign the crown of Hungary. After the 
battle of Prague, Ferdinand II. treated Bohemia as a con- 
quered country, abolished the privileges of the kingdom, 
published many severe laws against the Protestants, by which 
he deprived them of their rights as citizens, as weU as prohi- 
bited the free exercise of their rehgion. He also banished a 
vast number of the best families. 

The elector-palatine Frederic V. was put under the ban of 
the empire, and the war, taking a more extended form, was 
transferred to the Palatinate, which was invaded by the im- 
perialists under TiUy, one of the most celebrated generals of 
his age, who had held the command of the troops under duke 
Maximilian at the battle of Prague, and Spinola, a Spanish 
general devoted to the interests of the house of Austria. The 
imperialists invested Heidelberg, and after a siege and bom- 
bardment of nearly a month, stormed the town, and gave it 
up to be sacked for three days ; the garrison retreated to the 
castle, where for some time longer they maintained a desperate 
defence, but on the loss of their leader, a brave yoiin"' 
Englishman, who had left his country to serve in the army of 
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the hustand of the princess Elizabeth, they were compelled to 
surrender. The TaJuabls Hcidelheig Qbrary, containing 
many precious German manuscripts, was sent to Pope 
Gregory XV., and thus asved from destniction, which fol- 
lowed during the later wars when the castle was destroyed hy 
iire. Manheim also was t^en by storm. The Palatinate 
was overrun, devastated, and totally conquered by Tilly and 
Spinola, 1622. The next year Ferdinand convoked the 
electoral princes at Patisbon ; his first object was the conclu- 
Bion of a treaty with Eavaria. By many gifts and privileges 
he endeavoured to attach the minor princes to his person ; tiie 
ancient constitution of the Palatinate mia abolished, and the 
Protestant inhabitants banished. 

A revolt took place about this period in Upper Austria, 
where the whola country being Protestant, the soldiery of 
Maximilian of Bavaria, to whom that country had been con- 
signed by Ferdinand II., had free license to plunder, vex, and 
murder the heretical peasantry, who, after making an heroic 
resistance, were conquered. 

The first great act of the Thirty Tears' War was ended, but 
peace was not to be restored to Europe at present. The bul- 
wark of the Peformation in the South had been destroyed, 
and now the North must be attacked. The dread of the sup- 
pression of Protestantism induced the circle of Lower Saxony 
to take up arms, and seek for aid from the Protestant coun- 
tries of England, Denmark, and Sweden. Christian IV, of 
Denmark, was induced to place himself at the head of the 
Protestant confederacy, and Ferdinand raised an army by the 
assistance of Count Wallenatein. This nobleman belonged to 
a Protestant family, but had entered the emperor's service, 
and commenced his military career by opposing the Turks in 
Hungary, where he narrowly escaped death by poison. His 
popularity was eo great in Bohemia, that the Bohemians ap- 
pointed him their genera! on the breaking out of disturbances 
at Prague ; but he roiuained attached to the imperial service, 
and distinguished himself in the iield against Bethlem Gabor. 
Having become possessed of great wealth, he levied a body of 
forty thousand men ; the emperor in return created him duke 
of Friedland, and generalissimo of the imperial forces. His 
fame spreading abroad, crowds rushed to his standard ; ho 
tolerated every religion, but would aUow no priest within his 
camp ; he was a strict disciplinarian, hut liberal 
4—2 
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rewards to even the commonest soldier ; lie was tall and com- 
manding in his person, and he was said to have enchained 
victory to his banner. 

The campaign was carried on against the Danes and 
Lutherans of Northern Germany ; Christian IV. was defeated 
at Lutter in Brunswick, by Tilly, 1626, and Wallenstein,. 
who seemed to carry all before him, defeated Mansfield and 
Ernest of Weimar at Dessau, forcing them to retreat through 
Silesia into Hungary. At length, after repeated losses and 
defeats, the king of Denmark sued for peace, which was con- 
cluded at Lubeck, 1629. The triumph of the Catholics was 
great ; the Danes had now abandoned the Protestant cause, 
the other powerful princes of the Lutheran Union had turned 
traitors, and the lesser potentates had been forced to yield. 

The emperor now began to dread the power of lus illus> 
trious general, who at the conclusion of the Danish war had 
received the duchies of Mecklenberg, as a reward for his ser- 
vices ; he was also created generalissimo of the fleets in the- 
German Ocean and the Baltic Sea, and had now taken up his 
residence at Wismar, with the idea of forming a navy for the 
purpose of resisting a new enemy, which his penetration 
enabled him to discern as likely to disturb the peace oT 
Europe. The honours which Wallenstein had received also 
raised up against him many enemies, at the head of whom 
were TiUy and Maximilian of Bavaria, and at length Ferdi- 
nand abandoned his great general, upon which he retired to 
his estates in Bohemia. The emperor then published the 
" Edict of Eestitution,'* 1629. This infamous edict enforced 
the restitution of all ecclesiastical property confiscated since 
the treaty of Passau. At the instigation of the Jesuits, it was 
enforced in the most odious manner ; the Catholic ritual was 
re-established in all the free imperial cities, even in Augsburg^ 
where Luther had preached long before the treaty of Passau* 
Every nobleman who had served under the Protestant leaders 
was deprived of his estates, and the imperial troops wer& 
allowed to pillage the Protestant provinces. 

The publication of this edict was the cause of much dis- 
content and alarm. A diet was convoked at Batisbon ; and 
the emperor was implored, even by the Eoman Catholics, to 
make some concessions, but he absolutely refused. Germany 
was now in a most unhappy condition ; almost every province 
had been ravaged by fire, sword, and pillage during the 
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religions war ; a dreadful famine laged in Silesia; the citizens 
and peasantry died in tiiousands of starvation ; and instances 
are said to have occurred of parents devouring their children, 
and of brethren destroying one another for the last mouthfiil 
of bread. The Protestants formed a secret allii 
GnstBTUS Adolphiis, king of Sweden, whose zeal for 
Protestant religion was probably his motive in taking 
arniB against Ferdinand IL Many English and Scotch 
ndventurers flocked to Lis army ; and Cardinal Eicheheu, 
anxious to humble the Austrian greatness, also aided him. 

GustavuB Adolphus, " the Lion of the Korth," — nicknamed 
hythe League "the Snow King" — landed on the coast of 
Pomerania, in 1630, with an army of 16,000 men. This 
illuBtriooa prince was as remarkable tor his piety as for 
bravery and courage ; when he first landed in Germany he 
knelt, in the presence of his suite, to return thanks to 
Almighty God for the safe arrival of his fleet and army. He 
was soon joined by some of the Protestant princes of Ger- 
many, and his army amounted to nearly 60,000. Falkenberg 
was sent by Guatavas to take command of Magdeburg, which 
he entered, after passing through the enemy's camp, disguised 
as a skipper. Tiily, commander-in-chief of the imperial 
forces, closely blockaded the walls, and gradufdly took all the 
outworks. During the night of May 20th, 1631, 
imperial troops forced an entrance, and poured suddenly 
through the streets. Falkenberg was shot, and the citizena, 
without a leader, fought with the energy of deapi ' 
soldiery spared neither age nor sex, and the moat terriMe^ 
scenes were enacted. One hundred and thirty-seven houaea] 
and the cathedral, in which 4000 men took refage, were all thrt ! 
remained. In Germany, the tidings of the dreadful fate at 
Magdeburg was a cause of triumph to the Roman Catholics J.' 
while it spread terror and dismay among the Protestants. 

A victory was obtained over the imperialists and Tilly at 
Leipsic, September 7, 1631. The consequences of this 
victory were important : had Gnstavus marched immediately 
to Vienna, he would probably have made himself master of 
the capital, He was, however, immediately joined by all 
the members of the Evangelical Union, and made himself 
master of the whole country from the Elbe to the Ehine — 
a space of about ninety leagues — abounding with fortified 
towns. 
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Cotuit Tilly was killed in disputing with the Swedes the 
passage of the Lech, April 15, 1632, and Gnstavus 
gained immortal honour; he soon after entered Mu- 
nich. The gates of almost every city were thrown open 
to him; and wherever he went he endeavoured to restore 
the Protestant religion. F^xiinand IL, alarmed by tho 
danger and the intrigues of France, re-appointed Wallenstein 
as generalissimo of the imperial forces. A &esh and nume- 
rous army was raised by this illustrious general, and the war 
was cam^ on mth Mghtfol ferocity ; the Swedish amy was 
kept under excellent discipline, but quarter was seldom given 
on either side. The two armies faced each other at Nurem- 
berg for three months, during which the Swedes suffered 
frightfully from famine, and WaUenstein's army fi:om pesti- 
lence ; and Gustavus was compelled to withdraw. 

Wallenstein removed to Lutzen, and here was fought the 
most desperate battle of this long and sanguinary war. 
Before the engagement, Gustavus Adolphus and his whole 
army fell on their knees and burst into a moving hymn, 
accompanied by military music; the king then mounted his 
horse, and without his armour, which he was unable to wear 
on account of a wound he had received, rode along the 
ranks to animate his troops. ^^God he with us ! ** was the war- 
cry of the Swedes ; ^'JesiLS Maria f* that of the imperialists. 
In consequeuce of a thick fog the battle was delayed ; about 
eleven o'clock the enemy became visible. Lutzen was seen in 
flames, having been set on fire by command of the duke. 
The charge now sounded ; the cavalry rushed on the enemy,, 
and the infantry advanced against the trenches. During 
nine hours the battle raged fiercely ; at length the IHng re- 
ceived a shot in the head, and another broke lus arm ; tam- 
ing away, in order to quit the field, he received another in 
the back ; he fell from his saddle, and his foot, becoming en- 
tangled in the stirrup, he was dragged along by his horse, and 
soon breathed his last. The mournful tidings rang through 
the Swedish camp, and the soldiers, excited to fresh ardour- 
by the loss of their beloved leader, totally defeated the impe- 
rialists, November 16, 1632. Gustavus Adolphus, almost the 
greatest hero of the Thirty Years' War, possessed the united 
qualities of a true Christian, a brave soldier, a wise statesman, 
and a good sovereign ; his greatest fault was a too great fond- 
ness for military fame. His character is described in one of 




L HISTORY OF GERMANV. 



letters to hia prime minister, as " the prince who ful 
iilled the duties of that station which Providenus had asaigaed 
to hitn in the world." 
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CHAPTEE XIII. 



FROM 1632—1648. 



The Thirty Tears' "War has been divided into three periods : | 
the first closes with the triumph of the Catholic League, [ 
1630; the second, with the death of Guatavus Adolphua 
the thiril extends over the last sixteen years of the wai 
Although defeated at Lutzen, and the imperial gattiaoa 
massacred in StreeMen by the Swedes, 1633, the emperor 
still persisted in carrying on the war : towns were reduced 
and re-taken ; battles were fought with various success j and 
the country laid waste with the sword. Oxenstiema had 
become regent of Sweden during the minority of Christina, 
daughter of Gnstavus, and he carried on the war, under the 
command of several illustrious generals trained by Gusta- 
vus. Beraiird of Sase-Weimar assumed the place of the 
renowned Gustavus, and, with the other Swedish generals, 
maintuiued a superiority ou the Oder, the Ehice, and the 
Danube, 

In 1634, Wallenstein was anensed of carrying on treason- J 
able negotiations with France, Sasony, and Brandenburg j J 
Ferdinand deprived him of his command, and he waftj 
ahortly afterwaida murdered, probably at the instigation c 
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the Jesuits ; nearly the whole of his army then went over to 
the Swedes. The emperor's son Ferdinand, king of Hungary 
and Bohemia, was appointed commander-in-chief of the 
imperial forces, with Count Gallus under him. General 
Horn and the duke of Saxe-Weimar united their forces to 
oppose the progress of the king of Hungary, and the battle 
of Nordlingen was^Jfought, September 6, 1634, where, after 
a long and obstinate contest, Bemhard of Weimar was 
defeated. The Evangelical Union, being thrown into 
consternation by this defeat, a treaty was concluded at 
Prague, 1635, between the emperor land the elector of Saxony 
with most of the German princes. This treaty permitted 
the elector to retain possession of Lusatia ; and the eccle- 
siastical lands, confiscated forty years previously, were to 
remain in the hands of their possessors ; and the Protestants 
were allowed the free exercise of their religion in all the 
dominions of the empire, except in the kingdom of Bohemia, 
and the provinces belonging to the house of Austria. 

In consequence of this treaty, an aUiance was entered 
into between the Netherlands, France, and Sweden, and a 
French army marched into Germany in order to support 
the duke of Saxe-Weimar. A great victory was won by the 
Swedish general Bauer over the Saxon army of the imperialists 
at Wittstock, 1636. Five thousand fell on the field or in 
the pursuit; seven thousand were taken prisoners, with 
thirty pieces of cannon, one hundred and fifty ensigns, and 
a great number of waggons. This celebrated battle revived 
the military fame of Sweden, and gave a great blow to the 
imperial power. Soon after, the emperor Ferdinand II. died ; 
he had previously procured the electidn of his son as king of 
the Romans. This monarch was called by his Eoman Catho- 
lic subjects the Apostolic Emperor, from his zeal in endeavour- 
ing to exterminate the Protestants. On his accession to the 
throne he found Austria Lutheran, thickly populated, and 
prosperous; he left her Catholic, depopulated, and impove- 
rished, and such was the condition of every province of his 
empire. The misery of Germany was great — towns and 
vilkges had been destroyed — the land remained uncultivated, 
causing famine and pestilence ; while the rapacious soldiers 
snatched the last morsel from the famishing people. 

The accession of Ferdinand III., who was a tolerant 
prince, gave hopes that peace would be restored to Germany ; 
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"hut it waa no easy task to restore traJKiuilUty aftnr so long imii 
dreadful a contest, and little aJtera,tion took pkco in tke 
etate of the war, Eheinfaldt waa besi^J. liy the duke of 
Saxe- Weimar, who had penetrated into Alsace, and crossed 
the Rhine in a bridge of lioats ; the imperialists came to its 
relief, were defeated in a pitched battle, and ttieir generals 
taken prisoners, Ifeuherg, Kottalin, and JTribuig were also 
reduced, and Breisac surrendered. Louis XIII, of France, 
hearing of these conquests, despatched a messenger to Bernard 
of Weimar, offering him congratolations, with the desire of 
peiBuading him to cede Breisac to the crown of France, but 
the attempt proved unsuccessful 

A great change waa about to take place in the state of 
aifaira. In 1639 the duke of Saxe-Weimar laid siege to, 
and captured Thann ; and shortly after, being taken suddenly 
ill, he was conveyed by water to Neuberg, where he died in 
the thirty-fifth year of his age. This illustrious commander 
is supposed to have been carried off by poison — a sacrifice to 
the jealousy and ambition of Eiehelieu : Germany was thus 
deprived of one of her greatest princes, and her last hope. 
This great nulitary hero is said to have devoted much 
time to the study of the Bible, with which he was well 
acquainted. 

Eicheheu obtained the direction of hia army, by which 
means lie regained the whole of Alsace. I'he confederates, 
not agreeing in their proceedings, accomplished very little 
during the remainder of the year. 

In 1641 the emperor assembled a diet at !Ratiabon, to 
deliberate on the means of restoring peace. Banner formed 
a design of dispersing the assembly and even of surpiiaing 
the town, which ho approached with an army ; fifteen hun- 
dred of the imperial troops were captured, and the emperor 
escaped with difficulty ; for, while preparing for the hunting- 
field, his advanced guard, litter, hawks, and equipage were 
carried off by the enemy. Negotiations were aubse^uontly 
carried on at Hamburg, and the preliminaries of peace were 
signed by the ambassadors of the leading powers. Ferdinand 
III. refused to ratify this convention, and the war continued. 

Soon after this, the Protestants lost another of their great 
generala. Banner, whose troops the emperor vainly endea- 
il to gain ; his place waa soon supplied by Torstenaohn, 

joined the confederate armies with a reinforcement ot 
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8000 Swedes ; and the imperialists were defeated, under the 
archduke Leopold and Piccolomim, near Leipzig, on the very 
spot where the illustrious Gustavus had gained the memorable 
victory which opened to him the centre of Germany. Holstein 
and Jutland were invaded by the Swedes, who compelled Chris- 
tian IV., king of Denmark, to give up the cause of the^ 
emperor, with whom he had entered into a secret alliance. 

On the re-establishment of peace between Sweden and 
Denmark, Torstensohn returned into Germany, and pursued 
the imperial army from place to place, causing dismay to the^ 
emperor, who sought aid from the elector of Bavaria. 
Torstensohn at length attacked the imperialists at Janowitz,. 
in Bohemia, where they were routed with great slaughter. 
The Swedes became masters of the Danube on the side of 
Moravia, and nearly all the towns in that province surren- 
dered. The success of the Swedes occasioned such alarm at 
•Vienna, that the emperor retired to Eatisbon, and the empress 
and her attendants fled to Gratz, in Stina. 

After a victorious career, Torstensohn retired to his own 
country, and was succeeded in the chief command by Wrangel, 
who, with Turenne, the French general, ravaged Suabia, 
Franconia, and Darmstadt. The emperor Ferdinand took 
the field in person, being again joined by Maximilian of 
Bavaria ; and at length tha gallant Swede was obliged to 
abandon Bohemia. 

During these events, the emperor availed himself of the 
expulsion of the Swedes from Bohemia, to declare his son. 
Ferdinand successor to the throne, and readily obtained the 
confirmation of the States, and the young prince was crowned 
at Presburg, 1647. 

Early the next spring, Wrangel, who had efiected a junc- 
tion with Turenne, again invaded Suabia, and gained a great 
victory over the imperialists under Melander and Gronsfeld 
at Sommershausen, on the borders of Bavaria. Melander 
was mortally ' wounded, and the victors then overspread. 
Bavaria, gaining fresh triumphs, and spreading desolation 
around. Prague also stood in danger of being captured, and 
the place would certainly have been taken, had not the 
emperor wisely resolved to conclude the peace which was 
desired on all sides. 

The memorable peace of Westphalia was signed at Munster 
on the 24th of October, 1648. By this treaty the Protestants. 



permitted the free exercise of their religion ; the impe- 
rial chamber was to be composed of equal niirabeis of Catho- 
lics and Protestants ; the foreign powers that liad carried on 
the war, aa well as the single states of the empire, were in- 
demnified for their expenses and losses in the war ; and all 
other princes who had been sufferers in the war were restored 
to the rights enjoyed before 1619> 

By this treaty France acquired the bishoprics of Met^ 
Toul, and Verdun, the city of Piguerol, Breisao and its df 
pendencifis, the territory of Suntgaw, the landgraviates o£i 
Upper and Lower Alsace, with tlia exception of Straabu^, 
and the right to keep a garrison in Philipaburg. 

Sweden gained Upper Pomerania, with the Isle of Eiigen, 
and part of Lower Pomerania, with Stettin, Wismar, and 
other places to be held as a fief of the empire. 

Germany is reckoned to have lost one half of her entire 
population during the Thirty Years' War. The country was 
completely impoverished ; the working class had almost en- 
tirely disappeared ; the manufactorieB had been destroyed by 
fire. Ijirge and once Souriahing provinces lay entirely waste 
and uninhabited, and were only by slow degrees re-peopled 
by foreign emigrants and soldiers. Towns, castles, and vil- 
lages had been burned, and the peasants hunted for 
sport like beasts of the forest, and all this desolation had 
carried on in the name of religion. 
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^^^^Phe peace of Westphalia restored the empire to some degr 

' of tranquillity, and the emperor, with the empress and thai 

eldest son, returned to Vienna, where they were received m "" 
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acdamation ; "but tLia tejoiciBg was soon changed to raoi 
ing by the death of the king of the Romans in hia tweutit 
year. Ferdinand III. engaged in treaty with the kings ^ 
Denmark and Poland against the Swedes, hut died before the 
commencement of hostilities, 1657. Alter some opposition 
on the part of France, his second son, Leopold Ignatius, king 
of Hungary and Bohemia, was elected. 

The new emperor, with the intention of carrying on the 
projected war against Sweden, ordered an army to invade 
Poinerania, hut the Swedish generals acted with such precau- 
tion that the expedition piroved fruitless. 

The Turks made an iimptiou into Transylvania, thieatenii^ 
to ravage the country with fire and sword, unless the inhabi- 
tants would acknowledge the sultan for their sovereign. Leo- 
pold sent a largo army into Hungary, repaired all the fortifi- 
cations of the frontier towns, and garrisoned them with 
German aoldiers ; these preparations caused much dissatis&c- 
tion to the Hungarians, who imagined that Leopold rathei 
intended to conquer their countiy than to oppose '" 
invaders. The Turks under the grand-vizier were di ' 
in a great battle near St. Gotthard by the imperial 
under Montecneuli ; the grand-vizier immediately offered 
gotiations of peace, and the treaty of Temeawar ivas conoludt 
This being displeasing to the Hnngajians, they resolved 
shake off their allegianee, and took up arms to deliver tl 
selves from the Austrian yoke. 

While the emperor was taking 
obedience hia refractory subjects, a new and more powi 
enemy arose in the person of Louis XIV., who, fint 
France had gained so much by the peace of Weatphalia, 
inspired with the design of gaining the imperial tlmine, 
emperor now saw himself with the revolted Hungarians 
one aide, and a powerful foreign despot on the other. ' 
German princes, although they withstood the bribes ofifei 
by Louis, were unwilling to give much assistance to Leopi 
in his distress, and the French monarch pursued his conque 
with great rapidity, exerting every effort for the deatractJi 
of the internal liberties of Germany. 

The other events in the history of Germany connected wil 
this period were the establishment of a permanent diet of " 
empire at Ratisbon, 1663 ; the Tyrol vmited to Austria, 
(lie dentil of the emperor's cousin, Sigismund Francis, 1661^) 
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Ml attack upon Bremen ty the Swedes under Wrangel, 
1666 ; the kingdom of Hungary converted into an hereditary 
monarchy at the diet of Preshurg, 1667- 

The emperor Leopold, alarmed hy the progreeB of the 
French arms, determined to exert hiniseJf for the safety of 
Germany, and to check the progress of an enemy who was 
filling Europe with alarm. In 1672, he entered into a 
league with. Frederic Wdliam, elector of Brandenburg, and 
the Dutch, against their common foe. The war with France 
waa carried on with great vigour ; great devastations were 
committed in the Palatinate by the French troops under 
Tnrenne ; several battles were fought on the Rhine witH 
various success ; till at length Tnrenne, attempting the 
reduction of S^tzback, waa killed by a cannon-ball, and 
hia troops were obliged to retire. 

In 1677> Monteenculi, the imperial general, retired on 
account of his iniinnities, and the command waa given to 
the duke of Lorraine, one of the greatest generals that ever 
served the house of Austria. This prince matched into 
Upper Alsace, and attacked the French forces with such 
impetuosity, that they were qniokly thrown into disorder, 
and, had they not received unexpected suceom', they would 
have been totally routed. In 1679, Louis XIV. and the 
allies concluded a peace at Nimeguen, which was soon after 
ratified by the emperor. 

The empire waa not however to remain long at peace ; the 
war recommenced in 1680. Strashuig, the ancient bulwark 
of Germany, fell into the hands of the French. Loiua made a 
triumphal entry into the city which had been won by 
periidy ; it waa garrisoned by the French, and the fortifica- 
tions so improved that it became one of the strongest 
places in Europe. The beautiful cathedral belonging to 
the Protestants was reclaimed by the bishop, and the 
Eoman Catholic rehgion restored. The Lutheran cleigy 
were driven into the country, and their people emigrated in 
crowds ; the city waa afterwards colonized hy the French. 

The Turks, incited by Louis, made war upon the empire, 
and marched up to the walls of Vienna, 1683- The empe- 
ror and his courtiers fled, leaving the city under the command 
of the Count von Stahrenherg, who for two months steadily 
resisted the attacks of the besiegers. The Germans 
aid from John Sohieski, king of Poland, who, having imited 
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hie forces with those of the duto of Lorraine and the dec 
of Bavaria, descended fi'om the inountaina of Calemhm 
and effected the deliverance of the city. This victory \ 
30 complete that the Turkt. lied on every side, leaving behi 
them the great standard of Mahomet, their baggage, i 
arms, many of which intereating trophies are still to be s 
at the muBOTim at Vienna. The Turks received ( 
defeat in the plains of Earcan, and all Hungary was reco- 
Tered by the imperial arms. 

The king of Prance continued his hostilities against the 
«mpird. He passed the Bhine, reduced Oppenheim and 
PhilipshUTg, and on the emperor's refusing the terms of 
peace he offered, the conquering army proceeded, in 1688, 
to besiege Mentz, Fmnkcnthal, Treves, Spires, and Worms. 
The towns ware reduced to ashes ; the inhabitants murder 
01 dragged into ITrance, and compelled to recant. Id Sja 
the imperial vaults were broken open, and the r 
the emperora desecrated. The French also penetrated U|W 
Suabia, overran the Lower Ilhine, and burnt many of the I 
hemian cities ; many gallant efforts were made by the impec 
generala, aided by William, prince of Orange, 
these encroachments ; hut at length, alarmed 
ancient privileges, which were tlireatened to be trodden 
under foot by the despotic French monarch, a peace was 
concluded at feyawick, 1697, by which Louis XTV", retained 
most of his conquests ; among others, Strasburg, which a 
frontier town was of great importance, and which n 
in the hands of the French until the war in 1870. 

This treaty was scarcely concluded when the empeoi 
received news of a great victory gained by his forces, unc" 
prince Eug^e, over the Turks at Zenta, by which 1 
power was entirely destroyed. Peace was concluded betwei^ 
the two powers at Carlowitz, 1699- 

Another great change took place in Germany aoon t 
The duchy of Prussia, under Frederic 111., elector of I 
denburg, was recognized as a kingdom ; and the elector b 
the title of Frederic L, king of Prussiii, 1701- 

Although Louis XIV. lad signed the treaty of Eyawicl^ 
he bad n^a|«|||uAAHKao his ambitious views : he knevr 
that alL^^^^^^^^^^^^^fcppcerning the succession to the 
thron^^^^^^^^^^^^^^HtliiiLe occupied by CharleiB IT 
the l^^^^^^^^^^^hp Charles V., who i 
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a fMiWe state of healtli ; lie had no children, ond Louis XIT. 
and the emperor Leopold stood in the neatest telabonship 
towards that prince ; the young prince of Bavaria, a grandson 
of Leopold, also traced through his mother a direct descent 
from Philip TV., the last kmg of Spain- Louis, whose 
great desire was to be at-the head of European affaire, began 
to make airangements for the partition of the Spanish 
domiiuouB, in the event of tho death of Charles 11. : thia 
interference roused tho indignation ot that monarch, and 
caused him to make a will, by which he bequeathed the 
whole to the prince of Bavaria. That young prince died 
suddenly; and the king of Spain, having sought advice 
from pope Innocent XII., was persuaded to make a new 
will, by which PhiUp, duke of Anjou, grandson of Louia 
XrV., should be hia succeasor. 

Charles II. died 1700 ; and the Spaniards, betog willing 
to receive the duke of AnJou as their king, he was crowned 
at Madrid, under the titio of Philip V. ; his right was 
disputed by Leopold, who desired to place hia son, tha 
archduke Charles of Austria, on that throne. The War of 
the Spanish Suceesaion accordingly commenced; prince 
Engine invaded Italy, where he gained seyeral victories 
■over the French. England and Holland joined with tho 
emperor ; the famous toeaty, called the Grand Alliance, was 
signed hy these three great European powers, 1701- War 
was declared against France on the same day, at London, 
the Hague, and Vienna, May 4, 1702. The duko of Mad- 
borough became commander of the confederates. The allies 
of France at the commencement of the war were Bavaria, 
Cologne, and Mantua. Several ofthe German princes remained 
neutral, as the war was considered to concern the affairs of 
Spain, and not directly those of the empire. 

In the opening campaign great victories were obtained by 
the French, over the imperialists at Friedling, Stelhafen, 
Hochstedt, and Spires; but on tho entrance of tho duke of 
Marlborough into Germany, he seemed to carry all befora 
him. Four great victories were won by this illustrious 
general between the yeara 1704 and 1709 — those of Blen- 
heim, Eamillies, Ondenarde, and Malplaquet. At the battle 
of Blenheim, or Hochstedt, where Marlborough had united 
his forces with those of prince Eugtne, the French and 
Bavarians were totally defeated, with the loss of 40,000 
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men, besides 120 pieces of artillery, 300 colouis anct 
standards, and the principal part of the military che^t ; 
the allies had 5000 killed, and nearly 8000 wounded. It 
was one of the most deceive victotL of modem times, 
and by it Germany was delivered, and the despotic power 
of the French monarch broken. 

While these affairs had been proceeding, the archduke 
Charles had set out for Spain. He passed through Holland, 
and was received at the English court with great magnifi- 
cence; from thence he sailed to Portugal with a large 
army. The war was begun in Spain between Charles and 
Philip; Charles being chiefly supported in Catalonia and 
Arragon, and Philip in Castile. In 1704, Gibraltar was 
captured by an English fleet under Sir George Eooke. 

The emperor Leopold died in 1705, leaving the empire in 
a most distracted state ; he was succeeded by his son Joseph, 
who had much distinguished himself in the German army 
against the French. He was much beloved by those who served 
under him ; he not only animated the soldiers by his courage, 
but visited the sick and wounded, and distributed presents 
among the widows and orphans of the slain. He began his 
reign by restoring religious liberty to Hungary. 

Upon the accession of Joseph, it was generally thought 
that an end would be put to the war which was desolating 
Germany, and impoverishing the greater part of Europe; 
but neither the English nor French were willing to come to an 
accommodation, and it was resolved that no peace should be 
made with the house of Bourbon while one of their princes 
occupied the throne of Spain. In 1707 the allies were 
defeated in Spain at the battle of Almanza, by the duke of 
Berwick. The cause of Philip gained the ascendancy ; and 
the archduke lost aU his conquests in that country, except 
part of Catalonia, and the two towns of Alicante and 
Denia. 

Eeinforcements were sent into Spain from Germany ; and 
Charles, with the aid of the !^glish under Stanhope, 
gained the battle of Almenara, July 27, and that of Saragossa, 
August 20, 1710. These victories would have established 
the archduke on the Spanish throne, had the advantage 
been properly pursued ; but remaining in a state of indecision, 
while Philip actively employed hSnself in repairing his 
losses, Charles was soon after defeated by the French general 




Vendfime, who reatored the affairs of Philip V., and raised 
him from a fugitive prince to a, triumphant monarch. The 
Ibllowing note was wtitten to him hy the French general on 
the night succeeding the battle : — " Sire, I have prepared for 
you the hest and most glorious bed on which, you ever alept." 
Vendfime had composed this bed of colours and trophies 
taken from the enemy ; and Philip aotuaUy reposed on it for 
several hours. 

The reign of Joseph I. was most successful ; it was during 
that time the celebrated battles of Eamilhea, Oudenarde, and 
Malplaquet were gained by the allies. He made himself 
master of Italy, and levied contribntions on Mantua, Parma, 
Modcna, Lucca, Genoa, and other places; his armies also 
defeated the Hungarians headed by prince Bagotzki, who was 
forced to take refuge in Poland. He was just beginning to 
give tranquilhty to a country so long distressed by civiK 
commotions, when be was seized with small-pox, which pittl 
an end to his short but briUiant career, 1711- I 

The archdate Charles, who was at Barcelona when news' 
reached bin i of his brother's death, hastened to Frankforl^ 
where he received the imperial crown. The ceremony of his 
coronation was performed with much magnificence, and several 
gold medals were distributed among the princes of the 
empire and the foreign ambassadors. He was the only 
remaining prince of the house of Hapsburg, and united all 
the crowns of that royal line upon his head. 

The accession of Charles VL enthely changed tbo aspect, 
of affairs. It was contrary to the spirit of the Gruud 
Alliance that Germany and Spain should be united imder 
one head : Ei^land, and many of the allies of lesser import- 
ance, unexpectedly declared in Philip's favour. The wm 
was carried on for some time longer; the forces of the 
empire, under the command of prince Engine, and the 
English army under that of the duke of Ormond. In 1713 
a treaty of peace was signed at Utrecht, between FrancOf 
England, Holland, Prussia, Portugal, and Savoy, hy which 
Philip was acknowledged king of Spain. The emperor alone 
continued tho war with France till 1714, when peace was 
concluded at Baden, or Eadstadf^ thereby putting an end to 
a war which had continued almost during three reigns, and 
involved all the powers of Europe, 

By the treaty oEEadatadt, that of Utrecht was recogniaed; 
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Philip remained in possession of Spain, with the exception 
of Gibraltar, which had been taken by the E n gli R h . The 
emperor Charles VI. retained all the Spanish possessions in 
Italy, Naples, Milan, Sardinia, besides the Netherlands, and 
the fortresses of Khel, Freibuig, and Breisach, and the 
territory hitherto possessed by liie French on the right 
bank of the Ehine, for which France was indemnified by 
the cession of Landau. The electors of Bavaria and Cologne 
were re-established in their dominions and dignities. 
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CHAPTER XV. 



PSBSECUnOK 07 THE FBOTESTAITTS.— THE PBAGXATIC 8AHC- 
TIOK.—BEGAT OP THE EMPIRE UNBEE CHAELS8 ¥1. 

From 1714—1740. 

Two years after Charles VI. had made peace with Fiance, 
war was declared against the Turks ; a powerful army was 
assemhled under prince Eugene, who gained the battle of 
Peterwardein in 1716, where the grand-vizier was slain; 
the following year he undertook ti^e siege of Belgrade, 
which soon surrendered. The result of these victories was 
the peace of Passarowitz, by which Turkey ceded to the empe- 
ror Belgrade, Temeswar, and part of Suabia, Bosnia, and Wal- 
lachia ; the Turks, however, retained the Morea, which Charles 
had &uitlessly endeavoured to recover for Venice. 
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During this reign the Protestants of tlie Tyrol and Saltfr 
burg ware cruelly persecuted by the Catholic paity, headed 
by the Jesuits ; frightful tottaree were inflicted by the 
Inquisition. The soldiers, incited by the priests, fell upon 
the peasantry like hounds upon timid deer ; upv^a of one 
thousand children were inhumanly separated irom their 
parents ; numbers of the peasaatry were expelled. The 
only German prince who exerted himself in their favour was 
Frederic 'William L, king of Prusaia, who nobly gave the 
poor exiles a reftige in his dominione. Some of them 
em^rated to North America, but above 16,000 went into 
Prussia, and settled in the dwelling-placBS assigned by the 
king on the Niemen, near Tilait, where their descendants 
still flourish. 

The emperor Charles VI. was much employed in forming 
projects for the preservation and increase of his hereditary 
dominions in Italy. An edict culled the f^itgmaric Sanction 
ivas promulgated by bim in 1718, and aulsequently con- 
firmed by the diet of the empire, declaring his daughter, 
Maria Theresa, sole heiress of all the Austrian states. 

The emperor having renouncod all claim to the Spanish 
«rown, the Quadruple AUianca was formed between the 
empire, France, England, and Holland, 171S, gainst Spain. 
In the war that ensued, the Spanish navy was Edmost totally 
destroyed by the English ; a French army invaded Spain ; 
Messina was taken by an Imperial army, and nearly the 
whole of Sicily recovered &om the Spaniards. The illustrious 
Charles XII. of Sweden was about to take an active part in 
this war, in co-operation with Alberoni, this Spanish minister, 
when he was killed at the seige of Fredericshal A treaty of 
peace was made with Spain, 1720- 

Charles YI. bestowed the hand of his beautiBil daughter, 
Maria Theresa, on Francis, the young duke of Lorraine. Soon 
after the brave prince Eug^e died ; a great misfortune for the 
empire, for he was a thorough German, ever bent upon the 
welfare and glory of Germany, and after his death the 
emperor was unable to prevent the decay of the army, the 
generals under whoso command it was placed seemed inca- 
pable, so that disasters and defeats befalling, the emperor was 
heard to exclaim, " Is tiie fortune of my empire departed witli 
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last of the male line of the house of HapsbuTgy and had' 
obtained the guarantee of his Pragmatic Sanction fh)m all the- 
European powers, so that he hoped to unite all the crowns of 
that royal line upon the head of his descendants. He had 
occupied himself with the future instead of the present, so 
that the empire was in a state of gradual decline and decay. 
The court of Charles at Vienna was entirely on a Spanish 
footing ; the palace, the Prater, the ceremonies, and even the^ 
dress were all imitations of those at Madrid. The emperor 
even in privacy was surrounded by pomp, and his name could 
not be uttered without a genuflection. Charles was a slave 
to the priesfcs, and expended much on church festivals. One 
of most extraordinary splendour is mentioned as having 
taken place on the canonization of John von l^epomack in 
1729 ; it is said to have lasted eight days ; an immense pro- 
cession marched to the saint's birth-place with figures and 
pictures of the Virgin and saints, banners, and dramatic repre- 
sentations taken from events in the life of the newly made 
saint. 

In 1740, Frederic William I., king of Prussia, died ; he 
was the founder of Prussian greatness, and laboured unwea- 
riedly to promote the discipline of his troops, leaving behind 
him an army of 70,000 men. He held science and literature- 
in contempt; but money he worshipped, and accumulated 
great treasure. He was succeeded by his son, Frederic IL,. 
who raised Prussia to the rank of one of the five first-rate 
European powers, and of whom we shall hear much during 
the next period in the history of Germany. 

CHRONOLOGICAL SUMMARY. 



Treaty of Kadstadt ... a.d. 1714 
The Salzburg emigra- 
tion „ 1715 

Battle of Belgrade „ 1717 



The Pragmatic Sanc- 
tion A. D. 1718 

The Quadruple Alii- 
ance „ 17ia 



CHAPTEE XVI. 

UASIA THEBESA.— THE SEVEN TEABS' WAB. 

FROM 1740—1763. 

The death of Charles VI. threw all Europe into commotion.. 
In right of the Pragmatic Sanction, as well as in that of here- 
ditaiy descent, the imperial crown and all the Austrian 



■dominions belonged to the ArcMueheBa Maiia Theresa, the 
late emperor's eldest daughter, wife of Fiancia of Lorraine, 
grand duke of Tuscany, a. woman possessed of a character far 
surpassing in vigour that of her father, and those of many of 
her ancestors. JIaria Theresa took possession of her inheri- 
tance, which comprised the Idngdoms of Hungary and 
Bohemia, the provinces of Silesia, Austrian Suabia, Upper 
and Lower Austria, Stiria, Carintliia, Camiola, Burgaw, 
Brisgaw, the Low Countries, friuli, Tyrol, the duchy of 
Milan, and the duchies of Parma and Flacentia. 

Charles Albert, duke of Bavaria, set up a claim to the 
Hapsburg possessions, and for the better success of his pro- 
ject, entered into an alliance in 1741 with France, Spain, 
iind Saxony ; Frederic II., king of Prussia, afterwards joined, 
and Maria Theresa saw more than half Europe leagued 
against her, Frederic II. marched with a powerful army 
into Silesia, which he asserted belonged to his family ; when 
in the heart of that province, he ofleftd to supply Maria 
Theresa with money and troops to protect to the utmost of 
his power the rest of her dominions in Germany, provided 
she Tvould cede Lower Silesia to him. His offer was rejected 
with disdain, and an army was sent to expel him from the 
Anatrian dominions. A battle was fought at Molwitz ; the 
Anatrians were defeated, and Silesia soon after submitted to 
the Fmssians. 

The enemies of the house of Hapsburg, who had signed the 
treaty of Nymphenburg, now determined to place Charles 
Albert on the imperial throne, and armies were raised to carry 
out that project. England concluded a treaty to support 
Maria Theresa, who on the approach of the French army with 
their German allies towards VieBua, retired to Presburg in 
Hungary, which alone remained true to her cause. She there 
convoked the proud magnates to the diet, and appeared 
among them attired in the Hungarian costume, the sacred 
crown upon her head, the sword girded to her side, radi 
with beauty and spirit, and her infant son in her 
called upon thom to stand up in her cause. The warlil 
Hungarians, fired with enthusiasm by her charms, drew their 
Kabres, and exclaimed with one voice, " Moriamur pro rege 
nostro, Maria Theresa !" (We will die for our king, Maria 
Theresa). The Hungarian nobles then took the field at the 
head of their serfa, 30,000 cavalry and wild hordes of Pnn- 
-dours and Croats. 
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Meanwhile^ the elector of Bavaria had stormed and cap- 
tured Prague, in which city he was crowned king of Bohemia ;. 
thence he proceeded to Frankfort, where he received the im- 
perial crown under the title of Charles VIL, 1742. 

Several important places were recovered by the AustrianSy 
and after the battle of Czaslau, the king of Prussia was de- 
tached £:om the league, on condition of his retaining Silesia 
and Gratz. The French, Saxon, and Bavarian forces were 
driven out of Bohemia; the retreat of the French envoy. 
Marshal Belleisle, proved most disastrous : no European army 
ever experienced moie dieadfdl sufferings ; the solcU^ with- 
out any other subsistence than frozen bread, compelled to 
sleep on ice and snow, without a covering, and perpetually 
harassed by flying parties, perished in great numbers. He 
had entered Germany at the head of 40,000 men, and re- 
turned to France with only 8000. The French were again 
defeated at the battle of Dettingen, June 16, 1743» where 
George II., at the h&ad of an English and Hanoverian anny^ 
displayed great personal bravery. 

In 1744 a new alliance was formed against Austria, and 
the second Silesian war commenced. Frederic 11. of Prussia 
invaded Bohemia at the head of an immense army, and forced 
Prague to surrender; Maria Theresa again appealed at the 
diet at Presburg to the Hungarians. The great red standard 
of the kingdom was there set up by the venerable Palatine of 
Huiigary, as a signal for a general insurrection or universal 
levy, upon which a large army immediately took the field* 
The king of Prussia was expelled from Bohemia by Prince 
Charles of Lorraine, and retired into Silesia. 

Upon the death of Charles YIL, at Munich, in 1745r 
peace was proclaimed ; his son Maximilian resigned his claim 
to the imperial crown, on condition of retaining his hereditary 
dominions. The electors assembled at Frankfort, and pro- 
claimed Francis of Lorraine, husband of Maria Theresa^ as 
emperor under the title of Francis I. On his coronation ii> 
1746, Maria Theresa withdrew, that all the honour might be 
conferred on him alone; but no sooner was the ceremony 
concluded, than stepping on the balcony, she testified her 
triumph by first crying, " Long live the emperor, Francis L !" 
which was re-echoed by the acclamations of the spectators.. 
She had the satisfaction of seeing the imperial crown on the 
head of her consort, and its restoration secured to her family,. 
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by whom it had been worn for a period of three hundred | 

years. Francis was merely invested with the imperial dig- 
nity, and Maria Theresa exercised the regal power. Her 
husband, not daring to interfere in state matters, amused ^^J 
himself with mercantile business; he established manufactures, ^^^| 
lent money on mortgages, and undertook to furnish the wholu ^^^| 
of the impenal army with uniforms, arms, and horses. ^^H 

negotiations for a general peace were entered into at Aix- ^^^ 
larChapelle, where a treaty waa signed Oct. 7, 1748. The 
principal articles that concerned the empire, Austria, and 
Prussia, were that Frederic should retain Silesia and Grata ; i 

the guarautee of the Pragmatic Sanction in favour of tho ^^H 
house of Austria ; the sunender of the duchies of Parma and ^^^ 
Piaconza by Austria to Spain ; that Austria should retain tho ^^H 
rest of her dominions unbroken. ' ^^H 

The few years succeeding this treaty were the most pros- '| 

perouB and happy Europe had ever knovm. la Germany tho 
interval was employed by the empress in organizii^ her 
armies, repairing or constructing fortifications, founding mih- ^^J 
tary schools, in erecting colleges, and encouraging commercs. ^^^^ 
The wounded and 'u firni soldiers, and the widows and chil- ^^^^ 
dren of ofBcera were also provided for by her bounty. ^^H 

The chancellor of Maria Theresa at this period was Count ^^H 
Kaunitz, who employed all the arts of t^plomacy for the ^^H 
purpose of embroiling the king of Prussia with all tho Euro- ^^H 
peou courts, and the loss of Silesia having been a cause of ^^H 
much sorrow to the empress, she was easily persuaded to ^^\ 
enter into negotiations with France against Prussia for the 
recovery of that province. A treaty was s^ed at VoMailles, 
May 1, 17S6, the news of which reaching Frederic, he deter- 
mined to be the first in the field, and immediately invaded 
and took possession of Saxony. This was the commencement 
of the Third Silesian War, better known as the Sevea Year^ 
IVar, in which nearly the whole of Europe waa soon involved, ^^ 
The aUies of Prussia were England and some of the German. ^^| 
provinces : those of Austria wero Eussia, Saxony, Bavaria, ^^| 
and other German states, with France. ^^H 

Upon the entrance of tho king of Prussia into Saxony, thtt ^^ 

elector, Frederic Augustus, who was also king of Poland, fled 

from his capital and joined his small army near Pima on the 

Elbe, where they were reduced to great extremities by the 

"hvader. An Austrian aimy, commanded by Marshall 
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Browne, hastening to their relief, was encountered by the 
Prussians near Lowositz. A battle ensued, in which the 
Austrians, though superior in number, were defeated. The 
loss amounted to about 3000 on each side^ and four pieces of 
artUlery were taken &om the Austrians. 

The Saxons were still shut up in Pima ; pressed by famine 
they were driven to the necessity of eating hair-powder mixed 
with gunpowder, and soon after surrendered. The elector 
sought refuge in Poland. With such haste had he quitted 
Saxony, that the secret archives were found by Frederic at 
Dresden. The electress endeavoured to defend them by 
placing herself before the chest in which they were kept, but 
was forcibly removed by the Prussian soldiers. 

During the following winter the king of Prussia published 
a justification of his conduct, and the empress-queen passed 
the time in making preparations for the ensuing campaign. 
This war was unpopular among the Protestants throughout 
the empire, and many soldiers of that persuasion went over 
to Frederic. The Prussians burst into Bohemia, and rapidly 
advanced towards Prague. The Austrian army, commanded 
by prince Charles of Lorraine, was encountered under the 
walls of that city. The troops were placed in an advantageous 
position, waiting for a reinforcement. Frederic, determined 
upon victory, led his soldiers across the marshy ground under 
a destructive fire from the enemy. Schwerin, one of his 
generals, remonstrated with him. "Are you afraid P* said 
Frederic. Stung by the taunt, the brave veteran seized the 
standard, and, wrapping the colours round his body, ex- 
claimed, " Let the brave follow me !'* He led his troops to 
the charge under a tremendous fire, and instantly felL 
Schwerin was deeply lamented, and the king erected a statue 
to his memory at Berlin. His death opened the way to 
victory : the Austrians were routed ; and although prince 
Charles displayed much skill and bravery, he was at length, 
compelled to take refuge in Prague, which was immediately 
blockaded by the victorious army. 

The house of Austria now appeared upon the brink of 
ruin — ^the flower of her armies shut up in Prague, without 
the means of subsistence, and the remainder dispirited and 
dispersed — ^when her deliverance was wrought by an illus- 
trious Bohemian, named Count Daun, who raised an army 
and compelled Frederic to raise the siege of Prague. A 
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II ^es])«rate conflict took placm at Kollia, and the Frussisu I 

troopa were for the flcst timo defeated. After the battle, 
Frederic was seen seated on the verge of a fountain, tracing 
iigiirei! on the sand, and refiecting on the means of regain- 
ing hia position. 

The armies and allies of Frederic soon after met with freali 
disaster. The English and Hanoverians, under the duke of 
Cumberland, were defeated by the French and Austriana at 
Hastenbcck, and the doke was induced to sign a conTention 
at Closter SeTam, by which both parties agreed to abstain 
£:om hostilities. Prussia was then invaded by the Bussians 
and Swedes in alliance with Austria, and the ruin rf 
Frederic seemed inevitable, when he encountered the impe- 
rialist and French army on the plain of Leipzig, The great 
battle of EoBsbach was then fought, H^ovember 5, 1757- 
The enemy, three times superior in number to the Prusaiuns, 
and certain of viotory, had given themselves up to gaiety, 
when they were suddenly surprised by the appearance of the 
Prussian general, with has cavalry, among thum ; an instant 
dispersion took place, the troops flying in all directions with- 
out attempting to defend themselves. This was one of the 
most splendid victories of Frederic 11. Ten thousand French i 

were taken prisoners, the loss on the Prussian side amounting ^^^U 
to only 160 men. ^^H 

The Austrians had entered Silesia, and defeated the ^^^| 
Prussians, when Frederic, unwilling to lose tliat contested ^^^^ 
province, again defeated the imperialists at Leuthen, and 
captured Brealau with its garrison. Many were the brave 
exploits of the Prussian monarch during this long and 
sanguinary war, and many the changes of fortune which he 
experienced. At the battle of Zomdorf, ho defeated the 
EuHsions, with great loss to hia own army ; at the battle of 
Hochkirch he ivaa defeated by the imperialists, under Daun 
and Laudon ; he, however, eluded pursuit, and marched into 
Silesia, from whence he drove the Austriana. 

In 1759, the Prussians destroyed all the Eusaian maga- 
zines in Poland, and recovered a great part of Pomerania. 
A brilliant victory was gained at Minden by the allies, 
under duka Ferdinand of Brunswick, over the French. 
At Kunersclorf, Frederic had two horses killed under him ; 
ias clothes were pierced with musket-balls, and he was with 
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difficulty lescued by his huss^ms. The Aiistrians and Busdons 
were victorious; Frederic was compelled to retire to recruit hi» 
army, but still remained firm and undaunted; he gained a great 
victory over the imperialists at Torgau, but his victories wero 
attended with little consequence in his favour. He was on 
the point of Mling before Eussia and Austria, when the death of 
the empress of Eussia, in 1762, deprived him of his bitterest 
enemy. Her nephew and successor, Peter III., was a great 
admirer of the military genius of Frederic, and immediately 
sought his alliance ; but a revolution occurring soon after, in 
which Peter ILL was assassinated, the advantages thus gained 
were of short continuance. 

Soon after this, Frederic recovered Schweidnitz, and drovo 
the Austrians out of Silesia, which valuable province was 
thus irrecoverably lost. Bohemia and Saxony were still 
ravaged by the I^ussian troops. Europe now began to tire 
of this long war, and negotiations were set on foot. The 
Peace of Paris was signed between France, Spain, and 
England, February 10, 1763; this was followed by the 
Peace of Hubertsbui^, November 15, 1763, between the 
Empire, Austria, and Prussia, by which Maria Theresa 
renounced Silesia and Glatz, and Frederic took rank as one 
of the five great European sovereigns. AU prisoners and 
places taken during the war were to be restored. This 
treaty, which terminated the Septennial War, placed the affairs 
of Germany in the same situation as before the commence- 
ment of hostilities; much blood and treasure had been 
wasted, and neither party had received any benefit. 
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CHAPTER xvrr. 



I 1763—1792. 



Immediately after tho peace, the archduke Joseph was 
elected king of the Eoraans, which event secured to tho 
Hapsburg family the imperial crown, and preTented the 
evils of an interregnum, which, in tho event of the death of 
Francis I., might involve the empire. 

In 1765, tho emperor was at Innsbruck in the Tyvfl, 
where he had been for fiome time indisposed. One afternoon 
he attended the opera, where he was seized with sudden 
ollneas, npon which his Bon Joseph led him to his own 
apartments ; ho was struck with a fit of apoplexy, fell to tho 
floor, and immediately expired. Francis was lively, polita 
and affiible. He left two chests of money, one belonging to. ■ 
himself, and the other which ho administered for the em- 
press : his love of money did not make him hard-hearted; 
he distributed £100,000 in annual donations to distressed | 
persons. 

Marie Theresa bore the loss of her husband, to whoim 
she was devotedly attached, with resignation; she soon- 
after admitted her son Joseph as co-regont of the empire. He 
was at first merely entnisted with tho war administration, 
hut ere long he interfered in every affair of state. He was 
possessed of a hvely disposition, an ardent temper, and a 
active, penetrating mind. Durii^ his co-regency with his . 
mother, he made frequent journeys in order to eia 
Mtuation of his subjects ; he visited tho cabin of the peasant ' 
and the hut of the shepherd, in order to dovise means to amelio- 
rate their condition. Joseph declared tho Eontan Catholic to be 
the dominant religion, but endeavoured to diminish the power of 
the pope. Among other regulationa for the wise govemmenb 
of his people, the emperor set apart one day in the week for 
receiving petitions from his subjects, without distinction of I 
rank. I 

The blessings of peace were now enjoyed by Germany, whera- I 
for so many years nothing had been heard hut the din of war. 
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the exultant shouts of the victors, and the despair and 
anguish of the people, whose homes had heen desolated, and 
their lands down-trodden. But another calamity was at 
hand. In consequence of the failure of crops, a general 
famine was felt tluroughout Europe. The princes and states 
of Germany made exertions to alleviate the miseries of the 
people, but as the fEimine increased, a riot occurred at Prague ; 
the governor threatened to fire on the people if they did not 
disperse, upon which they exclaimed that sudden death by 
shot was preferable to a lingering one by starvation. When 
this reached the ears of the empress-queen she burst into 
tears, and sent immediate relief to the famishing people. 
Soon after, a hundred barrels of flour were discovered in a 
storehouse at Munich, where they had lain ever since the 
year 1631» when Gustavus Adolphus ravaged Bavaria ; this 
was mixed with a small quantity of fresh meal, and made 
into bread, for distribution to the poor. 

During these calamities, a civil war had broken out in Poland. 
The Eussians, interfering in the contest, entered that country, 
and laid siege to Cracow, which was compelled to submit. 
The war continued to rage, when Prussia and Austria also 
joined, which resulted in the partition of Poland, 1772. It 
was some time before the three powers could agree respecting 
the division of the spoil ; but at length that ui2iappy country 
was compelled to submit, and from that time ceased to be au 
independent kingdom. By this unjust division, Austria 
obtained Gallicia and Lodomiria ; Prussia acquired the pro- 
vinces of the Lower Vistula ; and Eussia — the most to blame 
in the transaction — seized by far the largest share, almost the 
whole of Lithuania. 

On the death of Maximilian of Bavaria, son of the empe- 
ror Charles VII., a dispute arose between Prussia and Austria 
respecting the succession to that electorate. Large armies 
were raised on both sides; several skirmishes ensued; but 
Eussia and France interfering, the treaty of Teschen was 
concluded in 1779; in which Austria renounced her daim to 
Bavaria, and received the district betwe^i the Danube^ Jim, 
and Salza. 

The death of the empress Maria Theresa Uxk JglMi In 
1780. The night preceding her dissolutioii >^ * ^ 
conversation widi the emperor, who, pevoei'vi 
state, entreated her to tafcB sosna iqpoee^ 
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tt few hours I shall appear before the judgment-seat of God, 
aad would you have ine sleep 1" She espired on the 29th of 
Kovember, in the forty-fiist year of her reign, leaving her 
son Joseph at the head of alfairs. So well and wisely had 
she governed the empire, that she had gained tho name of 
"the mother of her country." 

Joseph II. no sooner became sole sovereign, tlian ho com- 
menced several enthusiastic schemes of reform. Ha sup- 
pressed many monasteries, and all the nunneries except the 
Uraulines and Salesians, which were reserved for purposes of 
education. Tho suppressed convents were converted into 
hospitals, universities, or barracks. Witli the view of purify- 
ing religion, pilgrimages were forbidden, many of the churches 
were stripped of their images and ornaments, and reduced to 
their primitive simplicity ; he ordered a new translation of 
the Eible to be made in the German tongue, and conferred 
many privileges on the Jews. In 1781 the Edict of Tolera- 
tion was passed, by wiiich all churches were permitt-ed the fee 
exercise of their religion. In 1783 he visited Eomo, where 
the populace evinced the greatest enthusiasm by their shouts, 
"Ewiva il nestro imperatote !" By the suppression of the 
religious orders the emperor incurred the displeasure of the 
pope, who, in consequence, made a journey to Vienna, where 
he was couri-eously received, but was unable to persuade the 
emperor to retract his decrees. 

The death of Frederic II. of Prussia took place in 1786. 
Upon receiving the news, the emperor Joseph sent assurances 
of his pacific intentions, received the Prussian minister with 
great compkcency, and testified a desire to live on terms of 
amity with the new monareh, Frederic William IT. 

In 1788, au unfortunate war commenced with the Turks, 
which lasted throughout the reign of Joseph II. During this 
war the troops suffered severely fiom infectious fevers. The 
emperor was himself defeated at Caranaebcs, near Temeswar. 
The veteran marshal Laudon, being peisuaded to take the 
command of the imperial army, his name seemed to reani- 
mato the troops, and the honour of their arms was somewhat 
retrieved. 

_ During the war with Turkey, a revolt took place in 
1 in IVflO the whole of the Netherlands, under 
■T-ited Belgium," declared itself inde- 
1 troops were expelled. 
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About the same time the Hungarians revolted ; they sent 
to Vienna, demanding the restoration of their ancient con- 
stitution, and the return of their crown and other regalia 
which had been removed from Presburg. The emperor, on 
hearing that even the peasantry, upon whom he had bestowed 
great benefits, had joined in the insurrection, exclaimed, " I 
shall die ! I must be made of wood, if this does not kiU 
me!" He lingered a few weeks, and expired at Vienna, 
February 20, 1790. 

During the latter part of this monarch's reign the French 
revolution commenced. Ix)uis XVI. had married the beauti- 
ful and accomplished daughter of Maria Theresa in 1770. 

Leopold II., grand duke of Tuscany, succeeded his brother 
on the imperial throne at a time when it was surrounded by 
dangers ; all parts of his dominions were either agitated by 
intestine commotion, or the scene of open rebellion. This 
prince, who for many years had governed Tuscany with 
prudence, now endeavoured to conduct the affairs of the 
empire with equal wisdom, and the career upon which he 
entered seemed to promise the most solid avantageous to 
Europe. He restored tranquillity throughout Germany by 
abolishing the violent changes introduced by the late empe- 
ror; he recovered the Netherlands by force, occupied the 
country with his troops, and granted an amnesty, and the 
confirmation of their respective constitutions and privileges, 

The frightful scenes of the French revolution were at this 
time fiUing the whole of Europe with terror : an apprehension 
that the dangerous principles that had taken root in that 
country might spread to their own dominions, had excited 
alarm among the European sovereigns. A league was entered 
into between the emperor Leopold and Frederic William, 
king of Prussia, against the French revolution; and they 
were preparing to commence hostilities, when the death of 
the emperor, after an illness of three days, took place, 
February 27, 1792. 
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A UlSTOKY OF GEKMiNl". 

CHAPTER XVni. 

IHB L&5T CATS OF THE EUFIBE. 

PROM 1792—1806. 

The power of the Gennan empire was declinmg; the princes 
had each now assumed sovereign, sway, so that the bondbetween 
them and the empire became daily more and moio fragili 
Eatiabon, although BtUl the seat of the diet, was no longt 
visited by the emperor or princes, all important affiiirs being 
conducted by the respective eoiirta. The church of Home 
was deprived of her ancient support in the German empire 
by the abolition of the Jesuits, and the reforms of Joseph H. 
The cities had lost all political power ; the imperial chamber 
had gradually become absorbed with formujities, and no 
longer guaranteed the slightest legal protection to the Gennan 

Francis II. succeeded his father as emperor of Germany 
and king of Bohemia and Hungary. In conjunction with 
the king of Prussia, he resolved, on the restoration of the 
French monarchy, which produced a declaration of war on 
the part of the National Assembly, April 30, 1792- The 
Austrians were at tirst successful in the Netherlands, where 
they were attacked by the French. 

In the following July, Ferdinand, duke of Brunswick, 
who had been appointed commander-in-chief of the united 
apmies of Pinssia and Austria, led his forces across the 
Khine to Coblentz, and, on the 27th of the same month, 
published a manifesto, in which he declared hunself anthorisod 
by the sovereigns of those countries to support the royal 
authority in France. This declaration excited a general 
indignation throughout that coontry; ten thousand young 
men were inunediately induced to enrol their names for the 
diil'enoe of their country, and by the liberal rewards oifered 
to all who should join the standard of liberty, many of the 
Austrian soldiers deserted. 

The Prussian anny, with the expectation of speedy victory, 
entered France ; they encountered the French imder Keller- 
mann at Valmy ; after a vigorous cannonade on both 
they were defeated. The foUomiv^ JSii-jcHiit^ • 
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Damonriez entered the Austrian iN'etherlands with an army 
of 40,000 men ; several skirmishes took place, and at length 
a battle was fought at Jemappes ; the Anstrians were defeated 
under Albert, duke of Saxe-Teschen, son-in-law of Maria 
Theresa. This battle was one of the most terrible of modem 
times, the imperialists are said to have lost more than 4000 
men in killed and wounded, and nearly the same number in 
missing and disbanded. The fate of the Netherlands was 
now decided : the Austrians i*etired to Brussels, where 
Damouriez speedily followed them. The gates of that city 
were opened to the French commander. All the other towns 
of the Austrian Netherlands successively followed the example 
of the capital, while the armies of Europe retreated in every 
direction from the plundering forces of the victorious republic. 

The attack upon the Netherlands, combined with other 
atrocious acts of the French Revolution, led to remonstrances 
on the part of the English government ; in reply, the Con- 
vention declared war against England. In consequence of 
this, the sovereigns of Europe prepared for war, and formed 
the first great coalition against France of the German empire, 
Austria, Prussia, Holland, Spain, Portugal, Tuscany, Sardinia, 
and England. 

In 1793 the prince of Saxe-Coburg defeatell the French 
at Aix-larChapelle, and many other important places were re- 
taken in the Netherlands. At the battle of Neerwinden, the 
French were defeated, and soon after general Damouriez 
having incurred the displeasure of the Convention, was com- 
pelled to flee to the allies for protection. The allied army, 
imder the command of the duke of York, made an attack 
upon Dunkirk, but failed ; in the latter part of the year the 
French gained the ascendancy in the Netherlands. On the 
Ehine the French armies, under Hocke and Pichegru, re- 
pulsed the Prussians and imperialists under general Wurmser 
and the duke of Brunswick. 

The campaign of 1794 proved very unfortunate to the con- 
federates — the French again conquered Flanders, overrun the 
Palatinate, and took Treves ; the coalesced armies weie abo 
reduced by hardships and disease. Seeds of dissensioii - ^bift J & 
sprung up among the allies, and in 1795 Pmsoft ami "^d^SUU 
made peace with France, while many of the 
remained inactive, casting the biuden c' 
Austria, which power, however, remain 
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gagements, Wuimser took refuge behind t&e walls of Mantua, 
wMch was quickly blockaded. The suffetings endured by the 
gairison were very great, thousands were cut off by infectious 
diseases, privations, and the unhealthy air of the lakes and 
masshes by which they were surrounded. Wurmser caused 
many of tibe horses belonging to his cavalry to be killed and 
salted for the use of the garrison, being determined to hold 
out and defend that important fortress. After a series of 
harassing attacks, Wurmser was compelled to surrender 
Mantua, Feb. 2, 1797> by which an end was put to the war 
in Italy. 

ITapoleon next advanced through Styria upon Vienna, 
which so much alarmed the Austrians, that negotiations were 
entered into and a treaty of peace was signed at Campo- 
"Formio, October 17, 1797. By this treaty France retained 
the Austrian Netherlands, the Venetian islands of Corfu, 
Zante, and all other isles in the Adriatic — ^Milan, Mantua, 
Modena, Ferrara, and Bologna (called the Cis-Alpim xepTihlic) 
were formed into a dependency on France. In return the 
emperor received Venice, with its territory on both sides of 
the gulf, including Dalmatia, and reaching as £u as the Lake 
di Garda. 

A second coalition was formed against France in 1798 by 
Austria, Eussia, England, the Porte> and the two Sicilies. 
The king of Prussia and most of the German princes deter- 
mined to remain neutral. The French directory declared war 
against the allies, January 26, 1799. The Congress of Had- 
stadt was finally broken up soon after, upon which the French 
ambassadors expressed an intention of setting out for Paris. 
With some difficulty they obtained perpiission to leave the 
town, but had not proceeded iax when a troop of hussars 
rushed out from a wood and surrounded the carriages, from 
which the French ministers were dragged and inhumanly 
murdered in the presence of their wives and children. The 
assassins then retired, and the carriages with the ladies and 
servants returned to Eadstadt, whither they were foUowed by 
two of the ambassadors who had contrived to escape. The 
French directory charged the court of Vienna with the 
murder, but the emperor expressed such indignation at the 
horrible deed, and made such exertions for discovering its 
authors, that the French nation gradually cooled in theii le- 
€entment. 
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The new coalition at length commenced the campaign. 
Theii armies attacked the French hy the tiueo great openings 
of Italy, Switzerland, and Holland. The Kussiana had de- 
Epatcheil nn army of 45,000, under the celebrated Suwatrow, 
into Germany ; the imperialiflts had more than 60,000 men 
Tinder command of the archduke Charles on the Lech, and 
other large armies under efficient generals occupied other im- 
portant posts. The French armies were equally formidable, 
commanded by men who were renowned for tJieir military 
skill and valour. General Suwarrow crossed the Alps, in 
order to drive the French out of Switzerland ; he had a great 
superiority of force, and acquired for a time the advantage. > 
Almost all Italy fell into the hands of the Austrians, and it 
■was thought that Suwarrow would have wrested Switzerland 
from France if hia allies had not failed liim at Glarus, which 
he had entered after enduring incredible hardships ; there he 
reated for a few days, when he crossed the mountains through 
snow two feet deep to the valley of the Bhine, which he 
reached alter losing almost all his horses and 200 of his men 
down the precipices. 

In the campaign of 1800 Moreau advanced across tha 
Ehine, where he defeated the Austrians under general Kray. 
The enemy then advanced to Ulm, and seemed inciined to 
give battle to the imperialists, but the prudence of Kray 
avoided an immediate action. Buonaparte led his army 
across the Alps, surprised the Austrians, whom he defeated 
at the great battle of Marengo, June 14, ISOO. This battle 
was one of the most memorable fought during the war ; both 
parties performed prodigies of valour j for a long time victory 
eeemed in favour of the Austrians, but they were at length 
overcome by the French, The Austrians then solicited an 
armistice, and hostilities were suspended for a short time. 
Tha victorious Buonaparte returned to Milan in triumph. 
The war was still carried on in Germany, where the imperial 
army, under the archduke John, was defeated at Hohenlinden 
by Moreau. 

The Austrian army on the Danube removed its head- 
quarters from Straswalden to Schwanstadt, where tha arch- 
duke Charles resumed the command. This prince was of a 
humane and generous disposition. While proceeding on hia 
way to teke command of the army, he perceived numbers of 
dying aoldiors left on the road for want of horses to draw tho.^ 
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carriages in their retreat. He was so much affected hj the 
sight that he immediately ordered the horses to he unyoked 
jfrom several pieces of cannon, observing that he would rather 
relieve the poor men than preserve a few pieces of ordnance- 
Peace was at length concluded between Austria and 
France. A treaty was signed by the emperor Francis II. in* 
the name of the empire as well as Austria, at Luneville, 
February 9, 1801. By this treaty Francis lost the rich in- 
heritance of his Burgundian ancestors, and almost all his pos- 
sessions in Italy. Although the German empire was still left, 
it was little more than a number of states under foreign influ- 
ences, with the emperor as nominal sovereign. 

In 1806 war again broke out with France. The emperor, 
roused by the encroachments of Napoleon, who had noyr 
assumed the imperial title, formed an alliance with England, 
Eussia, and Sweden. Prussia determined to remain neutral r 
but the duke of Wurtemberg and the elector of Bavaria 
joined their forces to those of Napoleon, and were rewarded 
by his conferring on them the title of king. The Austrian- 
general Mack being surrounded, shut himself up in Ulm, 
which he ignominiously surrendered with the flower of the 
imperial army. On the morning of the 17th of October, 
1805, the garrison of Ulm, 30,000 strong, with sixty pieces 
of cannon, marched out of the gates of the fortress to lay down 
its arms. For five hours the immense army, in the deepest 
dejection, defiled before the conqueror. In a few weeks the 
French army entered Vienna in triumph, and the ensigns of 
the victors were seen waving from the towers of the German 
capital. 

Buonaparte crossing the Danube, pursued with rapidity the* 
united forces of Austria and Eussia, commanded by the em- 
perors Francis and Alexander. The great battle of Austerlitz 
was fought December 2, 1805, in which their united forces 
were totally defeated. This battle, which has been called 
"the Battle of the Three Emperors," decided the fate of the 
German empire. The treaty of Presburg was signed Decem- 
ber 26, by which Venice was ceded to France, and the Tyrol 
to Bavaria. The emperor of Eussia withdrew his troops into his 
own territories, the king of Prussia received Hanover as a 
reward for his neutrality, and the emperor Francis began to 
style himself " Hereditary Emperor of Austria," at the same 
time retaining his former title of " Eoman Emperor Elect.'* 
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The hutoiliation of tlie house of Hapsburg was completed 
"tlio following year by the Act of the Confederation of the 
Rhine, signed at Paris July 1 2, 1806. Fontteen princes, with 
Bavaria and Wiirtembiug, withdrew from the body and repu- 
diated the laws of the empire. On the lat of August the 
rreneh envoy at Eegensbiirg announced to the diet that his 
master had eonsented to hceome the protector of the confe- 
lerate princes. The emperor Francis II. resigned the impe- 
' 1 dignity August 6, 1806, anil adopted the title of emperor 

Austria. Francis of Hapsburf; 1^ laid down the crown 

Augustas, of Constantine, of Charles, and of Maximilian ; 

1 holy Roman empire was ended, and a new era was marked 

the world's history by its fall. 

CHRONOLOGICAL 

ocMaionaf Fmnciall. a.d. 1792 
Tar comntenced with 

^.Fraoce „ 1793 

cond portitioii of Po- 



Treaty of Campo-For- 



Battle of Marengo . . . . 
Peace of LnnaviSe .... 
Napoleon entera Vieon, 

in triunipli 

Battle of AuBteclitz .. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

CONFESEBAnOlf OF THE BHUTE.— G££liIANIC 

COHFEDEBATIOir. 

FROM 1806—1820. 
The Khenish alliance was formed by the kings of Bavaria 
iind Wiirtemburg, the grand dukes of Prankfort, Wurzburg, 
Baden, Darmstadt, and Berg, with several princes of smaller 
atateB. This was now the period of Germany's greatest dft:^ 
gradation ; every trace of the ancient constitution was t 
hilated. Of the imperial free cities, the ancient Hanse towi 
Hamburg, LUbeo, and Bremen — ajone retained their fieedoi^^ 
The commerce on the Rhine had almost ceased. 

The affairs of the confederation were to be discussed i 
coagreas which should ait at Frankfort, where all dispntes 
should be settled that might arise among the members, who 
could in DO case enter lato the service of any other powetj 
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than the Confederation. The empeior of France was insti^ 
tuted protector of the Confederation. Austria and Frossda 
retained a higher degree of independence than the rest of 
Germany. The former remained neatral, taking no part in 
the commotions which still continued to distract Europe, and 
commenced re-organising her army and replenishing her maga- 
zines and arsenals. 

Prussia, at length tired of being one of the slaves of Napo- 
leon, entered into a league with Kussia, Saxony, England, 
and Sweden, and war was declared against France. Napoleon 
immediately marched against the Prussians, over whom he 
gained a decisive victory at Jena, October 14, 1806. On the 
same day another victory was gained by the French under 
Marshal Davoust at Averstadt, by which two battles the 
strength of the Prussian monarchy was prostrated. Almost 
all the important fortresses surrendered, and the French army 
triumphantly entered Berlin in less than a fortnight after hos- 
tilities commenced. After the defeat at Jena, the king ot 
Prussia, with the remnant of his army under L'Estoc, retired 
to Konigsberg. 

Napoleon soon afterwards advanced against the Hussian 
armies in Poland ; there, too, he was successful ; after a long 
and terrible contest amidst ice and snow, he compelled them 
to retreat. A division of the French army commenced the 
siege of Dantzic, which at length surrendered. 

A conference was held at Tilsit between Alexander, em- 
peror of Eussia, Frederic William, king of Prussia, and Napo- 
leon, and a treaty of peace was concluded July 7, 1807. 

By this treaty Prussia lost half her territory, her provinces 
between the Ehine and the Elbe being converted by Napoleon 
into the kingdom of Westphalia, which was given to his. 
brother Jerome, and joined to the Ehenish Confederation ^ 
her Polish provinces were ceded to the elector of Saxony, wha 
was created king by Napoleon. But the loss of territory was 
not the only misfortune of Prussia, which was now reduced 
to a second-rate power ; she was treated with contempt and 
oppression by the haughty conqueror, who had now indeed 
forced Germany to bow in lowly submission before him. 

In 1809 another coalition was formed against France by 
England, Austria, Spain, and Portugal. The archduke 
Charles, who was one of the greatest generals of his age, 
issued a proclamation to his soldiers, by which war was de-^ 
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clared agMnst the aggressive power of France. The Tyrolese 
loao quickly in arms, and succeeded in clearing their country 
of tlie French and Bavarian armies. The Westphalians ex- 
pelled king Jerome &om Ms dominions. 

Napoleon had just returned from Spain, but he immediately 
crossed the Rhine, and penetrated into the middle of Ger- 
many ; he gained several successive victories, and took posBea- 
sion of Vienna a second time. Upon hearing of the fall of 
that city, the archduke Chailes proceeded thither with his 
army to watch the movements of the enemy. Two desperate 
battles were fought at the little vUlagea of Essling and 
Aepem; the Auatrians were victorious, and the battle of 
Aepem is considered one of the proudest events in the annals 
of their country. The archduke exposed himself in the very 
hottest of the flght, and when his soldiers remonstrated with 
him, he said, " I am determined to terminate this conquest, or 
to die in the streets of Vienna." Napoleon also displayed 
much valour, although it was the first great action in which 
he was defeated. Several weeks of inaction followed ; Napo- _ 
leon was shut np in the island of Lebau on the Danube 
Daring that period same successes were gained over th( 
Anstrians in Italy by Eugene Beauhamats. 

The French army of Italy effected a juaction with the armw 
of B'apoloon, and the battle of Wagram was fought, in whicuE 
the Austrians were defeated. The emperor Francis treated 
for peace ; an armistice was acceded to, and at last a treat]( 
was signed at Vienna, October 11, 1809. By this trea 
Austria was forced to cede all her sea-coast to France, i 
part of tho Tyrol to Bavaria, and another part to ItalyJ 
Saxony also obtained some accessions of power. i 

In 1810 tho aUiancB of Austria and France w^ cemented 
by the marriage of Napoleon with Maria Louisa, daughter of 
tho emperor ITranois. The marriage ceremony, in which the 
archduke Charles was Napoleon's proxy, took place at Vienna. 
The royal pair were afterwards united with great pomp at 
Fans ; in celebration of the event the Austrian ambassador 
gave a hall, when a temporary dancing-room caught fire, and 
several persons perished in the fames, among others the sister g 
of the ambassador. 

In 1812 the great northern campaign of Napoleon com 
menced, which involved tho whole of Germany. Austri 
■ 1, and the Confederation of the Rhine, being either tl 



88 A HISTOBT OF GERHANT. 

allies or dependents of France, were engaged to furnish both 
men and supplies for the French army. The grand route of 
the war lay through the midst of the Prussian territories, 
which rendered the situation of that country des perate. _J lua^ 
"waf came to a most] disastrous terminatio^^Mltb ~^iiSuced 
the allied powers once more to declare^pf^^dnst I^apoleon. 
The Prussians of all ranks flew tojMs at the call of their 
sovereign ; the enthusiastic peon^oesides furnishing supplies 
and paying the taxes, contribu;^ to the full extent of their 
means towards defraying th^xpense of the general aiming. 
Bussia^ Sweden, England, ^d aft erward s Austria joined the 
confederates. 

I^apoleon marched agai^ist ine allied armiCxof Eussia and 
Prussia in 1813. He gaiiif a a victory at LiitzeA.\ and another 
at Bautzen, after which a Inediation was proposed ^jr tbfl fflcr^ 
peror of Austria, and a c Jl^ess assembled at Prague to take 
into consideration terms oi 'peace. The armistice lasted two 
months, but the terms oi^red being rejected by Napoleon, the 
battle of Dresden was fought, in which the allies were, de- 
feated. This was almost the last' great victory of Napoleon, 
and the triumph was followed within a few days by signal re- 
verses sustained by his marshals. The Bavarians and other 
princes of the Confederation of the Ehine deserted his 
standard, and a great battle was fought at Leipsic, October 
16, 18, 19, in wluch the French were defeated and compelled 
to retreat This great victory broke the fetters of Grermany, 
and dashed to the ground the hopes of Buonaparte, who with 
the remnant of his army crossed the Ehine at Mentz, and re- 
turned in humiliation to his capital. 

Napoleon was now deserted by nearly all the European 
princes ; his son-in-law, Eugene Beauhamais, viceroy of Italy, 
alone remained true, and gallantly opposed the Austrians, 
under Hiller, who however rapidly subdued the whole of 
northern Italy. The allies invaded the French territory 
simultaneously on four sides, but declared that their enmity 
was not directed against the nation, but solely against 
Napoleon. The grand allied army, under prince Schwartzen- 
berg, consisting of 150,000 men, was entering by way of 
Switzerland; Blucher, the Prussian general, was advancing 
fix)m Frankfort with 130,000 ; Bemadotte, the crown 
prince of Sweden, had penetrated into Belgiimi with 100,000 • 
and^ at the same time, the Austrians had another army in 
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Italy. The fortitude of Napolecio did not, however, forsake 
him, and he prepared with diligence for the campaign. 

The battle of Erienne was fought January 29, 1814, 
when Buonaparte succeeded in driving Blueher from the 
strong position which he held, hut the alliea defeated tha 
French with great loss at La Rothifere a few days snbaequently. 
Several battles were fought with various success, when a 
congress for the negotiation of a general peace was assembled 
at ChAtillon; but Kapoleon, rejectmg the terms proposed, 
the grand army under Schwarzenberg, and the allied sove- 
reigns advanced towards Paris. A battle was fought on the 
heights near Montmartre, and the allies entered Paris, 
March 31, 1814 A treaty was Mgned by Ifapoleon and the 
allied powers at Fontainebloau, by which he was compelled 
to abdicate and retire to the island of Elba. Franco was 
reduced to her former limits as in 1792, and retained the 
provinces of Alsace and Lorraine, of which she had, at an 
earlier period, deprived Germany. Ho compensation was 
offered Germany for the ravages she had suffered ; none of 
the beautiful worlcs of art with which Hapoleon had enriched 
Paris were restored, with tho exception of the group of 
horses which he had taken fixim the Erondenburg gate at 
JBerlin. The allied troops immediately evacuated France. 

A great congress was convoked at Vienna, November, 
1814> for the purpose of setthng European afiairs. Tho 
emperors of Austria and Kussb, the kings of Prussia, , 
Denmark, Eavaria, Wtirtemberg, and most of the German. J 
princes were present in person; the other powers werej 
represented by their ambassadors. While this congress v 
sitting, news of Napoleon's retora aiTived; every dispt 
was immediately dropped, and a firesh coahtion was formed 
against the usurper, who by special act was declared the 
enemy of nations, and to have forfeited the protection of the 
laws ; all the powers united and bound themeelveB to bring J 
a force of more than a million strong into the field gainst | 
hjm. 

Napoleon, who etill found the French soldiers faithful to 1 
him, led a laige army to the Dutch frontiers against the 
enemy. Three great European armies were formed against 
him r the Austrians and Bavarians, under Schwarzenheig ; 
the Prussians, under Blueher; the English, Hanoverians, 
and Belgians, nndcr Wellington. The Prussians, under . 
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Elacher, were defeated by Napoleon at the battle of ligny^ 
June 16y 1816. On hearing of the defeat of the ProssianSy 
the duke of Wellington drew up his army on the field of 
Waterloo, where the memorable battle was fought which 
ended for ever the victorious career of Napoleon. This 
action took place June 18 ; the French army was completely 
annihilated, and the loss of the allies was very great* 
When Napoleon saw that his army was totally routed, 
he exclaimed to an officer standing near him, "We liave 
lost the day; let us be off!'' and, abandoning his army, 
fled to Paris, where he was once more compelled to abdicate. 

Blucher marched to Paris, which surrendered after a 
severe engagement at Issy, and the Prussians took posses- 
sion of the city, July 7, 1815. The king of Prussia, with 
the emperors of Austria and Eussia, again visited Paris ; and 
a second treaty was there signed in the following November. 
France was condemned to pay seven hundred millions of 
tiancs towards the expenses of the war, and to restore the 
works of art of which she had deprived every city of 
Europe. It was at that time that almost all the fEunous old 
German manuscripts were sent back to Heidelberg, which had 
been so long at Borne, and from thence had been removed by 
Napoleon. 

The terrible wars which had convulsed Europe for so 
many years, in consequence of the unbounded ambition of 
Napoleon, were now ended; and the sovereigns of Eussia, 
Austria, and Prussia entered into a treaty, by which they 
bound themselves to maintain peace, religion, virtue, and 
justice throughout Europe. This Holy Alliance was formed 
September 26, 1815, and in 1818 was joined by France. 

The ancient empire was not re-established, but replaced by 
a German Confederation, composed of thirty-nine states that 
had escaped the general ruin ; the principal of which were 
Austria, Prussia, Bavaria, Saxony, Hanover, Wiirtemberg, 
Baden, Hesse Darmstadt, Brunswick, Mecklenburg-Schwerin, 
and Nassau. At Frankfort a permanent diet, consisting of 
plenipotentiaries from the thirty-nine states, was to hold its 
session. Austria was to hold the permanent presidency. 
All the members of the confederation bound themselves 
neither to enter into war, nor any foreign alliance against the 
confederation or any of its members; all Christian sects 
were placed on an equality. The fortresses of Luxemburg, 
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Mayonce, and Landaa -were declared the common property 
of the oonfederatioB, and occupied in common with their 
troops. 

CHRONOLOQICar. SUMMARY. 

Dissolntion of the Ger- Battle of Dresden A.». 1313 

manempire A.». 1806 Bataa of Leipaio „ 1813 

The Ehenuh Alliance „ 180S Treaty aigneS by Na. 






BatOe of Wagram „ 1809 

Traaty of Viemm „ 1809 

Marriaga of Napoleon 

vrith the danghtec of 

Franoia I. of Anatiia „ 1810 

■ 


Battle of Waterloo ... „ 181S 
The Holy Alliance ... „ 1815 
The Germoaio Confe- 
deration , 1815 

i 


1 CHAPXEE XX. 
^ OZEHABT AT PEACE. EEVOIUTIOHARY OTITEEEAKS. 
FBOM 1820-1859. 



AjTBB the triumph of the German arms, and the formation 
of the confederation, the inestimable blessing of thirty-tliree 
years of intercal peace was enjoyed by that nation ■ this was 
followed by the increase of the wealth and popitlation of 
Germany. The Germans, always an industrious people, had 
now time to devote to manutactarsB, arts, and literatare. 
Education was universally diffiised throughout tiio states. 
In Prussia many important reforms were introduced, among 
others, the abohtion of hereditary serfdom. In Auatria, 
however, many repressive and arbitrary measures wera 
adopted, such as the restriction of the hherty of the press^ 
and government eurveillonce at the universities. In 182S, 
the Zollverein, or German Customs' Union, was set on foot 
by the king of Bavaria : this was a commercial treaty between 
mm and tbe king of Wiirtemberg, which example was 
imitated by Prussia, and many other German states. 

In 1830 insurrections broke out in Dresden, Leipaic, 
Erunswick, Cologne, and other parts of Germany, but they 
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were suppressed with little difficulty. The emperor Francis 
of Austria expired in 1835, and was succeeded by his sod 
Ferdinand L The death of Frederic William of Prussia 
,took place in 1840 ; he was succeeded by his son Frederic 
William IV. The following year, further improvements 
took place in North Germany by the opening of railways. 

The revolutionary outbreak at Paris in 1848> which had 
cut down the throne of Louis-Philippe, had spread discontent 
throughout the European continent; the standard of revolt 
floated from almost every capital ; kingdoms were overthrown, 
and monarchs compelled to fly for their lives. In no country 
was the result felt more than in Germany, where the people 
were possessed with the Teutonic love of freedom, and 
where the solemn promises of free institutions, which had 
been made by many of the sovereigns, were either openly 
broken or kept only in name. Austria, the most important 
portion of Germany, was at one time threatened with destruc- 
tion by the insurrection in Bohemia;and Hungary. A violent 
tumult led to the murder of the Austrian minister of war, 
and placed Vienna in the power of the insurgents. While 
the city was in this excited state a deputation arrived from 
the Hungarians, asking that a new ministry composed of 
Hungarians, together with certain constitutional reforms, 
should be granted. 

Their demands were granted ; but the hostile attitude of 
the people alarmed the emperor, who fled with his family to 
Innsbruck, leaving the capital in possession of the revo- 
lutionary party. The civil war in Hungary now assumed a 
very serious aspect. Louis Kossuth, a man of inferior birth, 
but of great political capacity, had won the confidence of the 
rebels, who declared him protector of Hungary. Counts 
Georgey, Bem, and other adventurers ^nned the fl^unes of 
rebellion, and a short but desperate struggle was maintained ; 
the Hungarians fought well, and their efforts were worthy of 
a better cause and a nobler leader. The emperor sought aid 
from the Eussians, and ere long a hundred and sixty thousand 
Muscovites appeared on the Hungarian plains ; Georgey was 
taken prisoner, and the rebels were defeated. On receiving 
news of this disaster Kossuth resigned his] civil and military 
power as dictator, and fled into Turkey, where he remained 
imder the protection of the sultan, who refused to give h\m 
iup to the Austrian and Kussian courts. 



A HISTORY OF OERHiNY. OS ^ 

The emperor Ferdinand I. formally abdicated in favour of 
his grandson, Fianeis Joseph I., December 2, 1848. 

An inaurrection took place in Prussia in March 1848, in 
which the king put himself forward at the head of the 
liberal party, in order to win the favour of the mob ; in 
Cologne, Dresden, Hanover, and other towns, riots occuired. 
A revolt took place in the north of Italy against the Aus- 
trians. The Milanese expelled the Austrian viceroy, and 
Charles Albert, Mug of Sardinia, took the part of the revo- 
lationiats. An indecisive battle was fought at Verona ; the 
Piedmontese and the Venetians also made strong efforts to 
throw off the Austrian yoke. A republic was proclaimed at 
Venice, which was soon after blockaded by the Austrians ; 
after making a gallant defence of seven months, during which 
it was reduced by the want both of food and powder, and 
the visitation of cholera, to the greatest extremity, it capitu- 
lated, August, 1849- Charles Albert was finally defeated by 
the Austrians at Jfavara, March 24, 1849, upon which he 
abdicated in favour of his son, Victor Emanuel, and sooa 
after peace was proolaimed. 

At this time the king of Denmark waa engaged in a war 
with the duchies of Schleswig-Holatein, wiach, as states of 
the German empire, claimed national privileges distiact jrom 
those of their Danish fellow-subjects. The king of Prussia 
supported the insuigent duchies, and Denmark retaliated by 
a blockade of the Prussian and Gennan ports. This struggle 
was maintained till I860, when it was terminated in a manner 
favourable to Denmark by the interfeience of the Great 
Powers. Some attempts were made to reconstitute the Ger^ 
man empire ; attempts to which the great impediment waa 
the rivfdry of Austria and Prussia ; but at length these at- 
tempts fell into disfavour, and a return was made to the Ger- 
manic diet. 

In 18S5 a concordat was entered into between the emperor 
Francis Joseph and the Pope, by which the whole jurisdic- 
tion over the clergy in Austria was surrendered to papal 
power. 

The marriage of prince Frederic William of Pmaaa with 
the princess royal of Eogland took place in 1858. 



I 
I 



•94 



A HISTOBT OF GBBMAN^. 



OHBONOLOGIGAL 8UHHABT. 



Death of fhe emperor 

Francis of Anstna ...'a.d. 1835 
Death of Frederick 

William m. of Pms- 

sia P „ 1840 

Bevolts in Berlin, 

Viennay and other 

W parts of Germany „ 1848 
arinHungary ,,1848 



Venice blockaded by tbe 
Anstrians A.I>. 1849 

Battle of Navara „ 1849 

Concordat between Aus- 
tria and the Papal See 

Marriage of prince Fre- 
derick William of 
Prussia with the Prin- 
cess Royal of England 



9> 



9» 



1855 



1858 



CHAPTER XXL 



WAB OF AtrsnU IK THE NOBTH OF ITALT.-^WAB 07 

SCHLESWIO-HOLSTBnr. 

FROM 1859—1866. 

In 1859 a gigantic struggle took place between the amdes of 
France and Sardinia on one side, and Austria on the other, 
and the great era of ItaUan independence began. A mar- 
riage had recently been contracted between prince I^apoleon, 
cousin of the emperor, and the daughter of the king of Sar- 
dinia. A defensive alliance was signed between the two 
countries. Europe was at that time in a profound state of 
peace. Ever since the battle of Navara the relations of Pied- 
mont had been of an unfriendly character. 

,An aide-de-camp of the Austrian genera ^Guylai, command- 
ing the army in Lombardy, arrived in Turin with a summons 
&om the Austrian government, calling upon Sardinia to disamiy 
under the threat of immediate hostilities, if she refused to 
comply. 

The invasion of Piedmont commenced by the passage of 
the Tessino, the army being under the command of general 
Ouylai, count Stadion, general count Clam, and general 
Eenedek. The emperor Napoleon with a large army quitted 
Paris for Italy, where he was welcomed by Victor EmanueL 
A serious engagement took place at Montebello, May 20, 
1859. A hand-to-hand combat took place in the streets of 
the village ; a novelty in the art of war was here seen by the 
Austrians j&om the heights of Montebello ; train after train 
arrived by railway with hundreds of French troops. The 
battle for long appeared undecided, but at length the Aus- 
trians retired across the Tessino. The next great battle was 
fought at Magenta^ where the Austrians were surprised by 
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general M'Mahon. The attack was sustained with heroic 
bravery for four hours ; great numbers of meu and offioere felL 
At length an attack of general M'Mahon on the Austrians 
changed the fortune of the day, and the perilous and doubtful 
conflict became a brilliant \iotory. After the battle of Ma- 
genta the French emperor and the king of Sardinia trium- 
phantly entered Milan, June 8, 1859- 

The Austrians had assembled in considerable fores at n 
place called Malegnano, half-way between Milan and Lodi, 
which they intended to hold, in order to protect their main 
army as thoy retreated across the Adda. From this they were 
driven by the French. Great exertions were made by tho 
famous Italian soldier. Garibaldi, in the cause of his country ; 
he pursued the Austrians, drove them out of Como, and they 
retreated across Lombardyto the Mincio. Tho battle of Sol- 
ferino was fought June 24. The French and Austrian em- 
perors were both present at this terrible conflict, the horrors 
of which were increased by a fearful thunderstorm, which 
burst over the battle-field, darkening the air, and deluging 
■the combatants ^vith rain. The Austrians afterwards aban- 
doned the line of the Mincio, and fell back upon Verona, 
after burning the bridges which led across the river at Mon- 
zBmbano, Valleggio, and Goito. It was thought that tho hold 
of Austria on Italy was now all but at an end, when, in the 
midst of the triumphant success of the allies, Europe was 
suddenly astounded to hear that a truce had been signed by 
the emperors of France and Austria at Villalranea, July 11, 
1859. This armistice waa followed by the peace of Zurich 
between Austria, France, and Sardinia, by which Lombardy 
was ceded to Sardinia; Venice and its territory remained 
under Austrian rule. 

In 1861 William I. succeeded bis brother as king of Prussia; 
the following year a dispute and collision commenced between 
the houses of the Prussian pariiament. It was at this time 
that Bismarck reached tho height of his power by becoming 
President of the Prussian Council, and Minister of Foreign 
AlTairs. During the strn^le with the parliament respecting 
the military administration, tho king was supported in hja 
arbitrary measures by hia ambitions, though able minister, 
and the army was re-organized in accordance with his ideas. 
From that time the name of Bismarck became famous as tha 
most poworHd, the most arbitrary, the most subtle, and thi 
most Buccessful of European statesmen. 
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In 1863 the ScMesmg-Holstein question, which had agitated 
Germany since ISSl, was again brought before the diet. It 
had been declared by the minor states of Germany assembled 
in congress at the decease of the last Danish monarch, that 
those duchies devolved by right, not on the present khig of 
Denmark, but on the duke of Augustenburg. It was the 
question as to who was the rightful heir that brought about 
ttie war with Denmark. The Prussian forces, under general 
von Wrangel, and the allied Austrian armies under gen- 
eral von Gablenz, advanced towards the disputed territories. 
Several severe actions were fought, in which the Prussians 
and their allies were victorious. The Prussians crossed 
the Schlei and attacked the Dannewerke, an ancient line 
of fortifications near the town of Schleswig, extending 
nearly six German miles, which the Danes had rendered 
very strong by dykes, batteries, blockhouses, and so forth. 
This strong fort the Danes were compelled to abandon, with 
all its artUlery. Schleswig was completely occupied by the 
allied forces, who appointed commissioners to administer 
the civil government, and command the use of the German 
language. The Danes made some valiant efforts at resistance. 
They defeated the Austrian fleet near Heligoland, but at 
length the Prussians over-ran Jutland, and captured Alsen, 
upon which Denmark was compelled to submit. The prin- 
cipal terms of the treaty of peace were the dismemberment of 
the Danish monarchy by the cession to Austria and Prussia 
of the duchies of Schleswig, Holstein, and Lauenberg, and 
that the war expenses should be repaid by the duchies. 

An important convention between Austria and Prussia,, 
with regard to Schleswig-Holstein, was signed at Gastein, 
August 14, 1865, by count Blome and Herr von Bismarck. 
It was afterwards signed at Salzburg by the emperor of 
Austria and the king of Prussia. By this treaty Schleswig. 
was to be given up to Prussia, and Holstein to Austria, to be 
thus occupied and governed until the occupying parties should 
otherwise determine. In the meantime, Austria allowed Prussia 
to keep Lauenburg, in return for a handsome sum of money. 

From this time a great spirit of rivalry existed between the 
two great powers of Germany, and a secret alliance was entered 
into between Prussia and Italy in 1866, in terms showing, 
their determination to declare war against Austria. Accord- 
ingly, hostilities very soon broke out between those powers. 
The Prussian forces t^onsisted of three armies; the fiist took 
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tire field, under Prince Prederic Charles, who issued a general 
order to hie anny, in which were the foUowing words of en- 
couragemeat to hia soUiers : — " To-day we enter the territory 
of the enemy, in order to defend our own country. We rely 
on the God of our fathers, who will he mighty in ua, and wiU 
bless the aims of Prusaia. So, forward with our old hattle- 
cry, ' With God for king and Fatherland I Long live the 
king !' " The second army was comtoanded by the Crown 
Prince ; the third by General Herwarth, 

In this campaign, called the " Seven Weeks' War," the 
Prussian arms were crowned with success. The Austrian 
soldiers were brave, but their generals were not possessed of 
80 much skill in military arts as their antagonists. The great 
decisive battle was that of Eoniggratz, or Sadowa, by which 
the main Austrian army, under General Benedeck, was de- 
feated by the united Prussian armies, which iar outnumbered 
him. The battle raged over a space of about eight miles ; 
the hamlets were in flames, and the Austrians retired to the 
surrounding woods, whore the firing was kept up with their 
antagonists among the trees, and in that wood was seen one I 
of the fiercest combats of the war. 

The Auatrians retreated, under Benedeck, to Olmlit^ and 
soon after negotiations for an armistice commenced. The 
treaty of peace was signed at Prague, August 23, 1866. 

During the some year a campaign had been carried on in 
Italy, between the patriots of that country and Austria. 
Garibaldi again much distinguished himself, and Italy became 
free from the Alps to the Adriatic, Peace was concluded 
between Austria and Italy, October 3, 1866. 

By the treaty of Prague Iximhardy and Venice wers united 
with the kingdom of Italy ; the d^solution of the German 
Bnnd was recognised ; the ducliies of Sclileswig and Holslein 
were transferred to Prussia ; a North German Confederation 
was formed, in which Austria was to take no part; and 
X20,000,000 paid as a war indemnity by Austria. By this 
war Prussia gained much territory and a great increase of 
political power, 
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CHAPTEE XXn. 

USB OF FBirSSIAV OBEATHESS.— THE OEBHAH SHPIBX 

SE8T0BED. 

FROM 1866—1873. 

By the treaty of Prague, it was agreed by Prussia, at the 
desire of France, that the new Grerman Confederation, which 
was to replace the German Bund, was only to include the 
German states north of the Maine, the other states being at 
liberty, if they pleased, to form a South German Confedera- 
tion. This agreement was not strictly kept by the king of 
Prussia, by which he incurred the enmity of the French mo- 
narch, who also was jealous of the increase of Prussian great- 
ness. 

The ancient constitution was restored to Hungary by the 
emperor of Austria in 1867y and soon after his coronation 
with that of the empress took place at Pesth, as king and 
queen of Hungary. 

In 1869 Pope Pius IX. convened an (Ecumenical Council 
at Eome. Nine hundred and twenty-one prelates were aum- 
moned to the meeting. The actual number present amounted 
to 767, of whom 67 were German Catholic bishops. 

The European continent was once more to be disturbed by 
the two great warlike nations, which, from early times, have 
shown themselves antagonistic to each other. The year 1870 
was one of the most memorable in the history of Grermany ; 
it was the year in which the fedlen empire was again to liise, 
and stand among the nations of the earth in all its ancient 
grandeur and glory. 

Three years previously a dispute had arisen between the 
rival powers of France and Prussia on the subject of the Prus- 
sian occupation of Luxemburg, and war appeared to be on the 
point of breaking out, when a conference was held in London, 
and by the mediation of other powers, terms of accommodation 
were agreed to, and hostilities postponed. Kow, another 
cause of contention had arisen ; an announcement was made 
by the Spanish ministers of their intention to recommend 
prince Leopold of HohenzoUem, a German prince, to the 
long-vacant throne of Spain. A request was made to the 
king of Prussia, who was then at Ems, by the French am- 
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"basaador that he would forbid prince Leopold's acceptance of I 
the Danish crown, but he declined to interfere. Meanwhile ■■ 
prince Leopold himself decided on refusing the honour, and r 
it seemed that the threatened storm might blow over. The I 
negotiations between the two rival powers could not be.l 
amicably anunged, and on the 19th of July, 1870, war 
formally declared ty France, 

The prospect of war filled the Parisians with enthusiasm j 
crowds assembled on the Boulevards singing the " Mareeil- | 
laise," and shouting, " Vive la guerre !" " K Berlin !" " a b 
la PrusBB !" Processiona, carrying banners with warlike i 
scriptions, paraded the streets, and the hotel of the Prussian. J 
.-imbassadot was only saved fem destruction by a guard of .J 

The excitement in Prussia almoat equalled that in France ; 
the people declared their readiness for war, and shouts 
■were heard in Berhn, " To the Ehine !" " to Paris !" When 
the parliament of the I>forth German Confederation was 
summoned on the occa^on, the folloiving declaration was | 
made by the king of Prussia in his speech ; — "The Con- I 
federate Governments and I myself are acting in the full I 
consciousness that victory and defeat are in the hands of 
Him who decides the fate of battlea. We confidently rely 
upon your love of couatry, and so much the more confi- 
dently we shall fight for our rights against foreign invaders. 
We puraue no other object than tlie dumblo establishment o' 
peace ia Europe ; God will be with us as He was with out - 
forefathers." | 

The French thought to Gurpriae their ancient foes, and that I 
the South German States would rejoice ia an opportunity for I 
opposing the ambition of the kin g of Prossia and count Bis- I 
marck ; but at the first threat of a. foreign invasion the g 
vemments of Bavaria, Wiirtemberg, and other states unai 
mously sent in their adhesion to the cause of king WiUiam. 1 
Austria remained neutral. 

Even before the declamtion of war Prussia began making I 
preparations lor the conflict J the king issued a decree reviving 1 
the military order of the Iron Cross, wliich order had beea I 
instituted by Frederic William T IT , at the time of the war . j 
with If apoleon L, and in memory of hia beloved queen Louisa. I 

As the glowing summer set in, certain highland valleys *M 

little to the aoutii of the Bavarian capital were boaily occtt- f 

7-2 ' 
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pied in preparation for a traditional dramatic solemnity which 
had been preserved among the simple inhabitants of mediae- 
val days. An immense concourse of people thronged the 
highway from Munich to the Vorarlberg towards the end of 
July. Five thousand spectators were said to be present 
when the disturbing sound of war aroused Europe to a war 
drama of actual life and death. The peasants of the Ammer- 
gau doffed their assumed Israelitish garb, and had to march 
off with the other children of Germany to fight for their 
country and their homes. 

Much zeal and activity were shown in the organization of 
societies for the relief of the sick and wounded. Through- 
out the lines of railway frequented by the troops, stations 
were turned into temporary hospitals, where ladies, doctors, 
and nurses were continually in attendance, all wearing on the 
left arm a white band with a red cross, to show that they 
were appointed by government. Queen Augusta and the- 
crown princess (the Princess Eoyal of England) placed them-^ 
selves at the head of the working institution in Berlin, and 
superintended the preparations for the relief of the sick and 
wounded. 

The French force extended 150 miles in a slightly curved 
line &om Strasburg to the frontier of Luxemburg. General 
M*Mahon commanded the 1st corps, with his headquarters 
at Strasburg. The French fleet was collected at Cherbourg^ 
where it was reviewed by the empress ; it then sailed for the 
North Sea and Baltic, in order to blockade the German ports. 
The French emperor, leaving the empress at the head of 
affairs in Paris, set out for Mentz, and took the command of 
his army. A few days subsequently the king of Prussia ar- 
rived at the seat of war as commander-in-chief of his armies. 
He was accompanied by count von Moltke, a veteran general 
well-skilled in the methods of scientific warfare, and to whom 
the entire direction of military affairs in Prussia was en- 
trusted. The Prussian forces were divided into three armies ; 
the first commanded by general von Steinmetz, the second 
by prince Frederic Charles, the king's nephew, the third by 
the crown prince. 

The first attack was made by the French on the town of 
Saarbruck, just within the Ehenish-Prussian frontier. Though 
at first repulsed, the French at length gained possession of 
the town ; the emperor and the prince imperial were present^ 
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and, with, reference to tliia action, Napoleon despatched 
telegraphic message to the empress announcing that " Louis' 
had received his " baptSmo de feu," and that his preseni 
mind had drawn tears &oni the soldiera' eyes. 

The first serious action took place at 'Weissem'buig, wh( 
the crown prince routed the Trench under M'Mahon ; this v 
quickly followed by the great battle of Worth, where, al'ter 
desperate encounter, the Preach were again defeated. Other 
victories were gained by the PtussioJis; the French army of 
invaaion was routed at all points, and a general retreat upon 
the line of the Moselle was determined upon. The dreadful 
battles of Mars la Tour and Gravelotte were won by " 
Icing of Prussia in person, prince Frederic Charles, 
general von Alvensleben ; these two battles were desperatel] 
contested. It was estimated that, between August 14th 
18th, the French lost in killed, wounded, and prisonerBj 
50,000 men. Marshal Bazaine, with the remains of ' ' 
retreated within the walls of Metz, where they w 
tively shut up, having lost all communication both withJJ 
Paris and the retiring army of M'Mahon. The Germaaf 
losses were very great ; the very flower of the Pnissiau no- 
bility perished. 

The great battle of Sedan was fought September 1, 1870, 
when the German forces, after twelve hours' hard fighting, 
succeeded in stretching their lines all round the town, and 
forcing the diminished army of M'Mahon to take shelter' 
under its walls. A bombardment from the heights was abonl 
to he instituted by the victors, when a flag of surrender ci 
in. A letter from the emperor was received by the kinj^ 
Prussia, which began thus : — " N'ayant paa pu mourir it la 
tSte de mea troupes, je depose mon epfie k votre majesty." 
Orders were immediately given to general von Moltke to 
negotiate, and the king left Sedan, greeted everywhere along 
the road with loud hurrahs. The fallen emperor's meeting 
with the king of Prussia took place the following day at 
the chiiteau of BcUovue, a few miles from Sedan, where he 
was treated with great courtesy. He expressed a wish not to be 
exhibited to his own soldiers, to avoid which he was obl^d 
to submit to the humiliation of passing along the lines of the 
Prussian army. The chateau of Wilhelmshdhe, near Cassel, 
was assigned to the captive emperor as a residence. Tha 
conquerors of Sedan took possession of the town tlie follow- 
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ing morning ; more than 80,000 men, with an immense num- 
ber of horses and guns, and the flags of all the regiments, fell 
into the hands of the Prussians. 

A few days after the fall of Napoleon a republic was pro- 
claimed in Fans, and a fruitless attempt was made on the 
part of the French to obtain an armistice. The Grerman 
troops advanced towards Paris, and soon that brilliant capital 
was shut out from communication with the outer world. 
The treasures of the Louvre were removed to cellars and other 
places of safety, and precautions were taken to shelter life as 
much as possible from the expected bombs. 

During the month of September three strong places fell 
into the hands of the Prussians — ^Laon, to Duke William of 
Mecklenburg ; Toul was taken after a bombardment of eight 
days ; Strasburg capitulated on the 28th, having been besieged 
since August 10th. General Werder, in command of the be- 
sieging force, made his triumphal entry on the anniversary 
day when, 189 years previously, Louis XIV. had arrived to 
take possession of that citadel which he had seized from the 
German empire. This fine old city had suffered terribly dur 
ing the siege ; whole streets of houses lay in ruins, the fine 
old library was almost destroyed, only some portions of the 
bare walls remained, on the stone floors of which were masses 
of broken stone and rubbish among remains of carved eniich- 
ments of the pillars ; not a book or manuscript escaped the 
flames. The beautiful cathedral still remained, although 
much injured : a shell falling through the roof had smashed 
the organ. When the German soldiers entered the city, 
many were their exclamations of delight at finding the vene- 
rated building had not suffered irreparable damage. The 
Germans hailed the return of the ancient imperial city to the 
membership of the Teutonic family with great rejoicing. 

The war had now assumed a very ferocious character. The 
French had destroyed all the railways, bridges, and canals near 
Paris. The Prussian king had taken up his headquarters at 
Versailles, the favourite residence of Louis XIV. 

When the bombardment of Paris was about to take place, 
another noted partizan came forward to offer his services to 
France, the celebrated Italian patriot. Garibaldi, to whom, 
with his two sons, was assigned the command of all the 
volunteers of France. 

At length, the stronghold of Metz was compelled to capitu- 
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late ; three marahala of the empire, Canrobert, Lebieuf, and 
Bazoine, the commandant, ahout 180,000 men, 300O guns, a 
large amount of treaaui'O, and fifty-three French eagles fell into 
the hands of the victors. The people of Metz were furious at 
the Butrender ; the Mational Guard refused to lay down their 
arms. The doors of the cathedrnl were burst open, and the 
tocsin and the funeral hell soundpd nearly all night. To the 
PruBsiana this capture of the second of the two great armies 
that hiid marched against them a few months since with the 
cry of "4 Berlin P' was a great triumph. Prince Frederic 
Charles and the crown prince received the well-earned dig- 
itity of field-marshal. 

Paris was at this time engaged in measures for its defence. 
The fortifications were strengthened, the pleasnro-loving and 
effeminate population were pressed into a huge garrison, armed 
and equipped at all points; public amusements wero partially 
prohibited ; communication with the outer world was only 
carried on by means of balloon and carrier pigeons. The pro- 
vinces were endeavouring to master great forces to send to 
its relief; but the men, thongh armed, were only partially dis- 
ciplined. After the iiill of Metz, the troops round Paria were 
greatly strengthened by the Prussian armies which were there- 
by released. 

Meanwhile, many battles were fought by the French and 
Germans. The French lost the strongholds of Verdun, New 
Brisach, Thionvillo, La Fere, Phalsburg, and Montmedy. As 
the winter advanced the sulferinga of both German and 
French forces before and in Paris from cold and fcost were 
■very great. 

A discussion had taken place in the North German parlia- 
ment with regard to the union of Germany, and a proposal 
was made by Louis, king of Eavaria, to offer the title of em- 
peror to the king of Prussia. A depatation was therefore 
sent to the palace of Yeraailles, when the imperial title, dignity, 
and crown were offered to and accepted by king William, De- 
cember 17, 1870. A few days after a brilliant assembly of 
victoriona warriors assembled around their monarch to offer 
their congratulations. The ancient family of Hohenaollem was 
seen in royal state in one of the proudest palaces of their foea, 
the Bourbons. The royal proclamation was read out to the 
'" diet of the ISth of January, 1871, announcing the 
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revival of the ancient title of the emperor of Germany, in the 
person of the Prussian monarch. 

The besiegers and besieged at length grew weary ; sufferings 
unheard of were endured by the famishing Parisians : rebel- 
lion arose among the populace, and the hardships of the siege 
were as nothing compared to the brutality of the mob. Ne- 
gotiations were entered into and an armistice signed at Ver- 
sailles for three weeks. The Germans immediately sent into 
the famishing inhabitants large storiBS of provisions. England,, 
ever ready to succour the needy, liberally sent waggons loaded 
with provisions for revictualling the city. The German troops 
entered Paris in triumph, March 1, 1871. The emperor-king 
showed much moderation by declining to march through the 
fallen city with the victorious army, but Bismarck rode with 
the troops as far as the Arc de Triomphe. Some of the Ger- 
mans bivouacked that night in Paris, and as they left the city 
in the morning, feeling that the labours of the war wereover^ 
and that soon they would be marching to their homes, to 
meet again the loved ones from whom they had been so rudely 
torn, a ringing cheer burst from their lips, and all their hel- 
mets waved in the air. A few days after the Prussian head- 
quarters at Versailles broke up, the crown prince of Saxony 
being left in France, at the head of the German army of oc- 
cupation, until a certain portion of the indemnity should be 
paid. 

The terms of peace ratified by the French National Assem- 
bly, convened at Bordeaux, were, that France should cede 
the fifth part of Lorraine, with Metz and Thionville; and 
Alsace, but without Belfort ; and pay £200,000,000 within 
three years, as a war indemnity. 

When news of peace arrived at the Prussian capital there 
were great rejoicings ; Berlin was indeed the CUy of Triumphs, 
The crown princess, and other members of the royal family^ 
rode through the city amid the enthusiastic cheers of the 
crowds. The churches were fiUed with worshippers, assem- 
bled to return thanks for the restoration of peace. In a few 
days the conquerors returned, and proceeded from the railway 
station, amid the triumphant shouts of the people. 

The emperor had now attained the age of 74 years, and, 
npon his birthday, congratulatory addresses were offered 
expressing feelings of loyalty from his subjects. In the 
falneas of his own" new dignities, the representative of 
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Chai'lemagne showed himself not unmindful of the illustrious 
men who had stood hy him in the hour of victory. Count 
Bismarck was laiaed to tho rank of prince ; count Moltke 
wag made a field-marshal ; lai^e donations, honours, and titles 
were bestowed upon other heroes of the war. 

Early in the year the first rtkhdag,' or parliament of 
United Germany, was opened. The proviaions of the new 
constitution of Germany are, that tho emperor, as president 
of the German Bund, shall have ahaolute power of declaring 
wac when there might bo danger of invasion, and of making 
peace under all circumatanocs. In time of peace, the German., 
armies aio under separate heads. 

On the 15th of June, 1871, a grand military triumph 
solemnized in honour of the war. The emperor rode 
through the Brandenburg gate, preceded by Bismarck, 
Eoon, and Moltke, while around him rode other illnstrious 
warriors. The crown prince and prince Frederic Charles 
came next to the emperor; thirty sovereigns and princes of 
reigning families arrived to swell the triiunph. At nighi- 
the whole town was illuminated, and on the followii * 
Sunday a solemu thanksgiving serriee took place in all t] 
churches. 

Austria had taken no pari; in this great German war; but 
during the time many constitutional disturbances had occurred, 
and count Eeust, the prime miniater, had resigned. 

The Jesuits, who had again been permitted to exeroiaa, 
their propaganda in Germany, were accused of politit 
intciguea — aeeking their own nggrandisemeut and theextensii 
of their power — in consequence of which, an ag 
entered into at Berlin between the ministers of the emperors 
of Germany, Auatria, and Eussia, that the Company of 
Jeaua should be expelled from their dominions. They were 
accordingly driven from Germany by prince Bismarck in 
1872. 

Early in 1873 the empress Caroline Augusta, widow 
the emperor Francis of Austria, expired at the advanced 
of eighty-three. 
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